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70 the Riour Honoukanrs' 


Henry Pelbam, Eſq; 


Chancellor, al Under-Treaſorer of | 


the Exchequer, firſt Commiſſioner 


_ - Majeſty's moſt Honourable N 
Couneil. „ 
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20% — 524 long Experience 


15 of A "hate feen far into tbeir particular 
have. been 


Foibles and Inclinttions, and muſt 
converſant with all the Myſteries and pri- 
mary Operations of Government. 


wr Parties, tbowever at Variance * J 
your firſt Acceſſion to © the Miniſterial 
ower and Influence were inſtantly recon- 


| —— . ap- 
pbrov d of your happy Temper and Talents, in 
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bol the Treaſury, and one of His 
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; ' That — and is, 
that ag as 
out the leaſt Suſpicion of Private Views, 
hich has been very confprenons in the pre- 
ceeding Part of your Li ife, Jo remarkably 
diftinguiſh'd your Character, at a particular 
Period of Time, as made all Honeft and Wiſe 
Men concur and admire tbat N i/dom. and 
Policy that raisd you to the Miniſterial 
Honour and Dignity. High Stations, Sir, 
Furniſh great e henities of dot 8 4 
and great Cbaracters are 74 — be 

— 


r 1 a conſtan Series of 

Aion. The . , 7h and = 
general Good of Mankin , are the chi 
ultimate Views of every truly great — s 
But, ina peculiar Manner, theſe are what all 
good and ne _ did and ever 
will purſue reſt Bukuark, the 
Warrant and Security E 2 — ang 
Bfteem. And wrong . omit taking 
Notice, that it is your ſingular Honour and 
Felicity, to be the Minifter of A PRIN CI 
#hat is Brave, Vie, and Benevolent; 
bar is born to govern a People the moſh free 
won Earth, a _ always free, and that 
' always will. be free, yet ever Obedient: to 
ROYAL AUTHORITY, and fraceable Sub 


jets to PINS | who govern. agreeably 

to our Lau But ever impatieut under 
Incroachments and Same of" our 
Pxix cs word not rule by Low, and 


therefore they foil; * Rorar Masrza 
ever 


0 ) 
ad n 5 
Law, andtherefore he will fand: Such is rt 
. Temper an Genins of the Briviſh People; fur 

5 il M N it will remain to be. 

I Þ bape, Sir, the Liberty will not be 

| thanght too grass which J thus taken, * 
1% —— the following Treatiſe to the 
Publick under the Shelter of your honou- 
rable Name. The Author has no private. 
Views, or Purpoſes F lit own to anfeeer ; be 
7s 'd by no- other Principle in the 
World then that the. Pure Amor Patria ; 
and as it 140 fed to promote the 
publick Good, the Fonowr and Dignity of the 

Crown, 4 ates H an Felretty 
: of the State, s brmjelp, it wil 
c your own 
erat as to be in ſome —— 
intitled to your Patronage and Protrutfon. 
The Dignity and — of” the Sucher 
ſhail be my only Apology. 
I have bere aſſerted and maintain'd the 


Nr our None, Gent? 
mire nearly concern 
ceſs and Conſequences, then ven "the . 
chant or T Hime. 

Trade is , 4 ver) extenſroe Mature; 50 
* the - Infinity of itr Branches, its feuerul 
and various Intereſts, at different Periods of 
Nme, that it will always require and de- 
Joron the utmoſt Care and Protefiwn off the 
| Legifeture, 
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(vi) 285 
Legiſlature, and muſt be attended to, with 
the greateſt Care and Circumſpection. It ever 
Was, and ever will be, of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance to the Wealth, Power, and Influence 
of his Majeſty, the Security and Preſerva- 
tion of his Dominions, as well as the Hap- 
pineſs and Felicity of his Subjects. Princes, 
or Rulers of. Kingdoms or Nations, may 
orm to tbemſeluves - whatever Notions of 
Grandeur they pleaſe, but all real Power, 
Wealth, or Strength, every new Acceſſion of 


Glory and Greatneſs, to this or any other. 


Kingdom under Heaven, muſt ariſe from this 
one Source and Foundation — A WELL RR 
GULATED TRADE. And it is worthy alſo, 
of our Notice, that the Trade of this Kingdom, © 
and of all other Kingdoms and Nations in the 
World, owes its very Being and Exiſtence, 
as well as its daily Progreſs. and Support, 
to the prudent and feaſonable Interpoſition of 
their reſpeftive Legiſlatures. And from hence 
it becomes indiſpenſably "neceſſary for all 

Pz1Nnces and RULERS, and more eſpecially 


for Miniſters of State, thoroughly to under- 
and the Foreign and Domeſtick Trade 


of their ſeveral Countries, with its various 
Dependencies on other Nations; and to be 
ready, on all Occafions, to enlarge, ſecure, en- 
courage, and extend its Freedom, Liberty, 
and Advantages of all Kinds, and in all 
Places; that thereby the - Strength, Power, 
Riches, and Reputation of their ſeveral 
Kingdoms, may be increas'd and Nn 
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Kine Sor oon, in particular, made. a 
great Progreſi, in Trade, and by bis | Royal 
Example encouraged it through all bis Domi- 
nions. He ſoon found it the weightieſt Fewel 
in his Crown ; be enter'd into the. ſftridteft 
Amity and Correſpondence with the TxyRI- 

As, to gain the Arts of Trade and Navi- 

' gation from them ; he got. into all the Secrets 
of Merchandize, ſo that, by bis Fleet and 
Land Caravans, he gain'd. immenſe Riches, 
and conſequently additional Strength' and 
Power ; that at laſt it was ſtoried of him, 
That in his Days Gold and Silver were as 
plenty as Stones. W | 

ALEXANDER the GREAT bad ahkvays 
the Advantages of Trade in View, as being 

. the only poſſible Means to preſerve his mighty 

Power and Greatneſ i. 
For that Purpoſe, after the Deſtruction f 

Tyr, be built the famous City ef AL Ex- 

' "ANDRI1A in Ever, by which the Goodi of 

Id DIA were convey'd into the MEDiTER- 

R ANEAN, An thoſe of EvRops into 
INDIA; from. whence bis Succeſſor drew a 
prodigious Treaſure, not leſs than the yearly 
Tribute of Seven Millions and a half (as ſome 
 Hiftorians ſay). 1 could mention many other 
Inſtances to tbe ſame Purpoſe ; but, in this 
important ARTICLE OF "TRADE, eur 0wn 
Neighbours, the FxExCH, have unqueſtiona- 
bly out- done all other NAaTions or KING: 
bos ſince the Creation of the World ; which 
will demonſtrably appear to any one that will 

*vdlo 4 + take © 
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evoke View 72 2 221 Value and Ex- 
2 65 their Tra, for en Years preced- 
ar. 
mo more, only, with the nt mt 
beg Leave to Jubmit all to your can- 
—— and hype you'll be convinced that I 
Have treated this 257 importum Point in 
mb « Mammer, as will not be altogether fe. 
uf and unſer viteabie. | 
1 perfubde myſelf (and hope 1 have gone a 
your Way toward perſuading and corvintitig 
.ofbers) Rar, if it be now attended to, 
wr may Fn in Time e the rt. 


bly think 2 anita ken =) foe P 

þ roo; yet Thehieve you'll - with me in 

be main. However, dar may imperfeckiy 

' bave treated on, I. ſhall rejoice to jee und. 
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Your moſt humble, 2 
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Trade and n ONS. 


My Lox#»s, 
- FP! if has ever been my Opinion, 
Zn Abs - 


Cy Writin, N always to be 
Fr Ac: fn cen when 
SEEN It is exerted, with an honeſt 
m_—_—_— gn of ſerving bur Coun» 


ny; and when it is eploy's, in expoſing 


and cenſuring any real Miſmanagement of 
the Publick Affairs. 


The Experience of all Ages has c Eonvinc'd 
us, that few Corruptions, either of a Pub- 


lick or Private NR, can withſtand the 
Power of a free | iry; 3 it is therefore 
Right and Juſt Ge ngliſhmen, to ſet ſo 
eat a Value on that moſt important Privi- 
ge, the Freedom of rin and wri ung 


their Sentiments, upon Points of the high 
Concernment. To this we owe our Refer- 


B | - mation 


that a Freedom of Speech and.” £53 
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mation from Popery, and our happy Delive- 
tance from the wicked Tyranny — Uſur- 
pation of the See of Rome. To this moſt 
ineſtimable Privilege are we alſo indebted 
for the preſent Diſgrace of Superſtition, En- 
thuſiaſm, Perſecution, and the eternal Over- 
throw of thoſe ſtupid and flaviſh Doctrines 
of Paſſive-Obedience, Non-Reſiſtance, and 
the abſolute indefeatible Hereditary Right - 
On the other hand, I muſt readily ac- 
knowledge, that this Freedom, . or Liberty, 
in whateyer State or Society it prevails, wall 

be frequently abuſed, T\ 
There is a natural Tendency in all Man- 
kind to expect more Favour and Regard 
than they juſtly Merit, and Men of reſtleſs 
Minds, and ambitious Views, upon every 
ſuppos'd Slight, or Neglect, will prefently 
be fill'd with, Reſentment againſt the Go- 
vernment, and will not fail to exerciſe their 
. miſchievous Talents, by endeavouring to 
diſturb the Publick Peace, and to incenſe 
the People againſt the Adminiſtration, by 
general Accuſations, not ſupported by any 
Proof, and by Aſſertions, which they them- 
| ſelves either don't believe to be true, or per- 
haps know to be falſe, -Perſons who are 
thus poſſeſs d with a Spirit of Detraction and 
Calumny, are always to be dreaded and ab- 
horr'd, and juſtly become the Objects of 
Publick Indignation and Reſentment. A 
falſe and malicious Repreſentation of Publick 
| Affairs, 
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Affairs, has ever been deem'd highly Critmi- 
nal; as it tends towards creating in the 
Minds of the People an unjuſt Diffidence 
with Regard to their Prince, which may 
probably produce the worſt of —5 ſequences, 
involve us in National and alſo 
expoſe us to the Contempt and Il vil of 
Foreign States. 

Oppoſition to the Meaſures of a Govern- 
ment, whether good or bad, is no new 
Thing; i it ever has been,and ever will be, in all 
Countries where the . have any Share 
in the Legiſlature. | 

From this Conſideration it always will 
become every Gentleman, in ſuch an Admi- 
niſtration, to Act with the utmoſt Caution 
and Circumſpection, and to ſee that every 
thing within his proper Department be con- 
ducted, not only with great Honeſty and. In- 
tegrity, but with Wiſdom, Zeal, and rol | 
vity. 

In our own Country. the Publick "49Ip4 
ments are very numerous and lucrative. The 


Poſſeſſors thoſe? Imployments ſhou d 


look upon themſelves, not only to be Servants | 


of the Crown (from. whence they receive 
their Salaries) but alſo Servants to the Publick, 
and ſhow'd conſider that the People have a 
Right to cenſure as well as examine their Con- 
duct, and to puniſh any criminal Neglect or 
Abuſe. By the People I here mean no other 
than the High Court of Parliament, or the 
Repreſentative Body of the Nation, | 
It 


4) 

It has ever been citceni'd in England 2 

Fundamental Maxim, that our KING can 

do no Wrong: He can do nothing amiſs, | 

And really it is one of the (peculiar Excel- 

lencies of our Conſtitution, that if a King 
ſhou'd command any thing amis, the blame, 

if it be done, mult lie at the Door of his Mi- 

niſters or under Agents, who may be caſi'd/to 
an Azcount for it, by an Enquiry or Pro- 
| ſecution in Parliament. S 
_ One great Part of the Buſineſs of Pauli- 
ments, is always to keep a watchful E 

thoſe who, under our Sovereign, in- 
truſted with the chief Management. and 
PireRion of Affairs, and to make an En- 
gquiry into their Conduct, as often as they 

have the leaſt Reaſon to fuſpeR they have 
been prom by mean and Private Views, 
by Pride, Avarice, or Ambition, to do, or 
| . * ta adviſe their Sovereign to do, any thing In- 
cCionſiſtent with the Publick Welfare. This, 
I ap, is the Bufinefsof Parliaments, it is their 
Duty, and this Duty they are indiſpenſibly ob- 
lig'd to perform, when it appears our Country 
hass ſuffer d, or is likely to ſuffer, by the noto-- 
nous Miſeonduct of any of the Servants of 
the Crown, either employ'd in the Army, 
or Navy, in the Cabinet, or Council. 

This ancient, natural, and inherent 
Right in the Britiſh Parliament, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and eſſential to the very 
Being of our Conflitution, and it were to be 
with, that the Servants of the Crown, all 
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(5) 
all their different Departments, in the pre- 
ſent, and in all' Reigns, wou'd 
frequently reflect on this Right, or Power 
in the Parliament, and be thereby induced to 
Act with ſo much Caution, and Circum- 
ſpection, that if their Conduct ſhoud be 
exhibited to Publick View, they may ap- 
pear to have done nothing but what is Right 
and juſt, and may ſtand entitled to the 
Publick Eſteem and Regarcd. 
Of all the Publick Employments in \this 
Kingdom I know of none, that is mote 
Honourable in itſelf, or of greater Impor- 
_ tance to the Community, than that of the. 
Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners -of _4 
Trade and Plantation ; a Truſt which his Ma- 
jeſty has wiſely thought proper to confer upon 
your Lordſhips. - The: Inſtitution of ſuch a 
Society is Wiſs and Prudent, and may cer-. ” 
| tainly bo of great Service to this Kingdom. 
Trade is of that extenſive Nature, and uni- 
verſal . Concern, that it will always merit 
the Regard and Protection of the whole 
Legiſlature. . The general and particular In- 
tereſt of the Kina, Lords, and Commons, 
(if properly attended to) will ever unite and 
concur to enlarge arid ſecure the Grand Con- 
cern of Traffic. REAP ” pl 
It is that alone, w e Stren h, 
Power, Riches, and [ of Shs 
Kingdom can be encreas or | preſerved. 
But Ach! is the infinity of — Branches, its 
particular Intereſts, its various Dependences, 
on 


e 
on other Nations, at different Periods of ö 
Time, that it becomes abſolutely neceſſary, 
that a certain Number of Gentlemen, of di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Talents and Abilities, ſhou'd be 
nominated and appointed, to make this moſt 
important Affair the peculiar Subject of 
their conſtant Study and Attention. 5 
The Wiſdom of the Crown is alſo very 
apparent, in allowing thoſe Gentlemen very 
large and noble Salaries, that thereby they 
may be the better enabled to ſupport the 
Expence of keeping up a Correſpondence 
with all the trading Nations of the World ; 
that by a gerieral . Knowledge of extended 
Traffick, and univerſal Trade, they may 
perfectly underſtand the Intereſt of their 
own Trade and Navigation; and may al- 
ways have a watchful Eye over it, and be 
ready on all Occaſions to point out to the 
_ Legiſlature, proper Steps, whereby to ſecure, 
encourage, and extend its Freedom and 
Liberties atall Times, and in all Places, and 
alſo to procure, upon ſeaſonable Conjunctures, 
ſuch new and additional Advantages, as the 
different Circumſtances of Times and Af- 
fairs may require and admit. 
This, my Lords, I apprehend, is the 
noble Deſign of your Inſtitution, from 
the faithful Diſcharge of which, many and 
great Advantages will redown to the Com- 
munity. It is with the utmoſt Deference 
and Submiſſion to your Lordſhip's high 


Rank and Dignity, that I preſume to addreſs 
| vou 
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you in this publick Manner. The extraor- 
dinary Importance of this Letter ſhall be 
my only Apology. The Contents are awful 
and ſerious, on which depend the real Ho- 
nour, Power, Wealth, and Reputation of 
this Kingdom, for Time to come. Mankind, 
in all Countries and Nations under Heaven, 
have been extreamly ſolicitous about this one 
thing— Trade ; and many Inſtances are now 
to be found, of Countries that were formerly 
almoſt diſpeopled, and in a wretched poor 
Condition, which yet, by Means of a free 
Trade, have become greatly Populous, Rich, 
and Powerful. The Ends propos'd and defign'd 
by Trade and Commerce in all Nations 
are exactly the fame; thereby they expect 
Power, Wealth, and a conſtant Employ- 
ment for all Sorts of People, with all the 
other Conveniencies of Life; and in all 
Countries and Nations of the World, where 
Trade is beſt ſecur'd, beſt protected and en- 
courag d, there it will moſt flouriſh, and beſt 
anſwer all the Ends and Purpoſes intended 
by it. | | 
"1 am ſenſible, my Lords, it has been the 
Opinion of ſome Perſons of great Rank, 
that the Trade of Great Britain will ſtand, 
and exiſt of it ſelf; and that we muſt always 
neceſſarily and unavoidably make a great 
Figure in the Trading World, having more 
and greater Advantages than moſt other 
Countries, To ſupport this way of Rea- 
ſoning they take Notice, that we enjoy the 
peaceable Practice of Religion, an Indulgence 
. N abſolutely 
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abſolutely neceſſary in all trading Countries; 
that, with reſpect to our Situation, we have 
the Benefit of its being an Iſland, ſurrounded 
with convenient Harbours; that our Conſti- 
tution is excellently adapted for the encourag- 
ung of — Ht yang have many native 
Commodities for Exportation ; and that many 
Advantages mult ariſe from our numerousCo- 
lonies and Plantations : And from hence they 
conclude, that no Nation in the World has 
_ equal Opportunity to encreaſe in Trade. I 
will readily grant, that we do really ſtand 
poſſeſs d of more and greater Advantages to 
in our Trade and ManufaQures 
than moſt other Countries; yet it can by no 
means be inferr'd from thenee, that the Trade 
of Great Britain can ſtand of it ſelf, not- 
withſtanding all the natural Advantages re- 
cited, nor even were they confiderably more. 
It is undeniably certain, that if the Le- 
oiſlative Authority and Miniſterial Power 
don't at all proper Times exert themſelves, 
with the utmoſt Diligence and Wiſdom, we 
may come to loſe, or be encroach'd u 
in, the moſt profitable Branches of our Fo- 
reign Commerce. e K 
The Exportation of our Products is the 
Foundation of all our Trade; our Manu- 
factures and home Produce therefore will 
- always Merit the Concern of the Government, 
and ſhou'd receive all due Encouragement. 
But it is the Foreign Commerce that de- 
ſerves the greateſt Attention. It is by a well 
cancerted and well regulated Foreign Trade, 
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my Lords, that we can ever become Rich, 
Great, and Powerful. And. ſince; France, 
Holland, and other Countries, have in a more 
peculiar Manner addicted ; themſelves to 
Trade, of late Years, we ought to endea- 
vour to extend and enlarge our Foreign 
Trade alſo; for whatever Branches we may 
neglect, other Countries will preſently take 
them up, and thereby become Richer and 
Stronger. Our Domeſtick Trade depends 
entirely upon our Foreign Trade. The 
Price of Land, the Value of our Manu- 
factures and Commodities, riſe or fall; as it 

goes well or ill with our Foreign Commerge. 
Beſides, the protecting and extending our 
Foreign Trade, is the only poſſible Means to 


preſerve and. encourage the of Seamen; 
whereby only that Naval Strength. can.be kept 


up, which in Timeof War is the only Security 
| Trade, as well n 
Protection from the Inſults and Invaſions of 

our Enemies. — 5 TIP 
Great Britain can never be . ſafe: without 
Strength and Power; and theſe can never be 
obtain'd but by Riches: we have no. Mines 
of Gold, nor many- of Silver, and we can 
never become Rich, but by the Help. af. 2 
well-manag'd and extended Foreign Trade. 
Shou'd it be. ask'd, what makes that vaſt 
Difference between Great Nritain now; 
and Great Britain 200 Years fince? It 
muſt be anſwer d; our Foreign Tmde; to 
that alone we are indebted for all our Riches, 
© Grandeur 5 


| (10) * 
Grandeur, Honour, and Reputation. It is that 
alone which has enabled us to ſupport our 
ſelves, under the many expenſive Wars we have 
been engag'd in fince the Revolution. As 
Trade is of ſo much Importance to this 
Kingdom, it is really ſurpriſing to conſider, 


that ſo few Tracts have been written on this 


Head. It is a Subject worthy the Attention 
of the greateſt Nobleman or Gentleman in 
England; and the Nation wou d be highly 
oblig'd to the Great Men, the Men of 
Power and Influence, if they wou'd enter 
more into the great Concerns of Trade; yea, 
it is a Subject worthy the Regard of the 
greateſt Monarch upon Earth. 
Can Princes ſpend their Time ot 
Thoughts better, than by a diligent Enquiry 
into the proper Ways and Means whereby 
the Trade and Manufactures of their re- 
| ive Dominions can be promoted and en- 
courag'd, and conſequently render'd more 
Conſiderable and Extenſive. In this Study, 
for a Prince, there is ſomething Noble, Be- 
nevolent, and Godlike; as thereby he may 
find out Ways and Means to contribute to 
the Relief and Welfare of Millions of 
People. " 07) 4 | R ws 4 
Frinces may form to themſelves what 
Notions of Grandeur and Power they pleaſe ; 
but all real Power, Weulth, and Strength, 
| new Acceſſion of Glory and. Greatneis 
to any Kingdom under Heaven, muſt ws 
STOR PER Th: sen 1” 11": 
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from this one Source or Foundation, 4 ; well 
Regulated Trade. 

The late French King: was fo far from 
thinking Trade beneath his Obſervation, that 
he ſhew'd particular Marks of Favour to 
many Gentlemen who had  diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves by their Genius for Trade and 
Merchandize. He took that grand Fabrick 
of Cloths and Stuffs at Abbiville under his 
Inſpection; it was by his particular Encou- 
ragement and Aſſiſtance that it became ſo 
confiderable as it now is. 

The late Prime Miniſter of France 
actually kept up a Correſpondence with ma- 


ny conſiderable Merchants and Traders 3 


the different Parts ſof the Kingdom for his 
own Information; all Methods or => 
for improving their Manufactures and Com- 
merce were chearfully received by him, and 
he enter d into them with great Nicety and 
Attention, and gave every Thing of that kind 
the utmoſt Encouragement and Protection; 
he well knew that the rendring the Trade 
of France Conſiderable and Extenfive, was 
the only poſſible Means to add new and 
greater — to the Power and Influ- 
ence of his Royal Maſter.. 

I have lately had ſome Opportunity of in- 
forming myſelf about the Trade of Bourdeaux, 
 Nants, Reehelle, St. Malo, and ſome other 
Ports of France ; and the Accounts of the an- 
nual Value of the Exports and Imports of thoſe 
Sea-port Towns is really ſurprizing ; it even 

C 2 exceeds 
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exceeds all Belief; for which Reaſon I for- 
bear to mention the Particulars, fearing 1 
may be ſuſpected to exceed the Truth, It 
is hard to believe, to what an amazing 
Extent the French Trade was grown 
before the preſent War. 95 | 
I was lately diſcourſing with a Gentleman of 


dived ſeven Years at Bordeaux in France 

went beyond Sea, and return'd to Bordeaux 
again at the End of Twenty-One Years: 
This Gentleman, on whoſe Veracity I can 
depend, aſſur d me, that never in all his Life 
had he been more aftoniſh'd than at his 
Return to Bordeaux; he could ſcarce pre- 
vail on himſelf to believe it was the ſame 
Place; the Number of Ships in the, River 
was wg” all E mh the Town 
was vaſtly Fopulous and Rich; every Thi 
had the Appearance of great Plenty 
Magnificence: His Friends and Acquain- 
tance, when he left Bordeaux, lived in a 
poor mean Way; now he found them in 
_ RatclyHouſes,nobly furniſn d, poſſeſſing a great 

© deal of Plate and Jewels, Numbers of Ser- 
vants, and all the other. Effects 
of Riches. It was natural for this Gen- 
 tleman to enquire by what Means all this 
Felicity was obtained? His Friends agreed in 
afluring him, that, during the Time of his 
Abſence, tht "Court of Paris had conftant- 
ly given their Trade the utmoſt Encourage- 


A 


Fortune and Abilities, who after having | 
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ment and Notoction, and ſcarce omitted any 
one Thing that was poflible to be done, to 
render their Commerce more Conſiderabe 
to examine more minutely into this ſurpri- 
zing Alteration, be found it was a good deal 
owing to a prodigious Number of Fews, who 
came there to ſettle ; having had Afarances 
from the Government, that their Perſons and 
Propertics ſhou'd remain ſafe under the Pro- 
toction and Security of the Laws. Whereupon 
thoſe People came there tly in Droves 
and. Flocks, when they had been 
0 by other blind and fooliſh Nations, "Theſe 
Refugees t with them immenſe Wealth 
and Treaſure,which in a little Time was em- 
ploy dn Buſineſs, and became a vaſt Addition 
to the Trading Stock ofthe Town. This 
one wiſe Step of the Court of France was 
in many Reſpects of great Service to the 
Kingdom in general, and more particular 
to the City of Bordeaux, as it greatly in- 
creaſed their Shipping, rais'd their Renta, A 
and alſo the Vahue of their Lands within I 
20 Miles of it? Which will always be the 
Caſe wherever Trade flouriſhes and increaſes. 
1 could mention a Variety of ather Inſtances, 
and ſome very extraordinary ones, of the pe- 
of France, for theſe fifty Years paſt, has 
conftantly ſhown to cheir Trade. 


(14) 
Their Silk and Linnen Manufactures 
have been ſurprizingly improv'd, by a Variety 
of new Regulations. 

Other Manufactures have been eſtabliſh d, 
and greatly protected and encourag'd, where- 
ever Materials cou*d be had for carrying them 
on within their Dominions. 

Men of the greateſt Application and Abi- 
lities have been conſtantly ſought after, 
and employ'd to ſuperintend their mercan- 
tile Affairs; and ſcarce any thing has been 
omitted or neglected, whereby their Foreign 
Commerce might be render d more Confide- | 
Table and Extenſive. 
And here, my Lords, with a becoming Sub- 

miſſion, beg Leave to aflert, that by 
theſe Means the Court of France has 
been enabled to raiſe vaſt ng my up- 
on this Baſis alene is ſounded the 1 
Power and Strength of this mighty | 

pire, which for ſo long a Time has made 
| ſo great a Figure in Europe, and now be- 
to ſtrike a Terror into all the Nati- 
ons around her; from hence aroſe that 
Source or Fund, the late King of 
France was enabled to maintain a War for 
many Years againſt the moſt powerful Con- 
federacy that ever the World faw; and kept 
in conſtant Pay above Three Hundred Thou- 
ſand Men: An Expence ſo great,that, by all 
Accounts, the Kingdom of France cou'd 
not have ſupported one half of it before their 
Improvements in Trade, 

I have 
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T have now done with the French; and 
my only Reaſon for dwelling ſo long on this 
Subject was, that ſome of ourgreat Men, Men 
of Powerand Influence, by the Example of 
the French, may be excited to enter into the 
Con ſideration of the many Advantages that 
may ariſe to this Kingdom, by a proper 
and prudent Regulation of our Trade; and 
may recommend the ſame to the Care and 
Protection of the Government; Shou'd it 
ever happen in England, that our Trade 
ſhou'd be diſregarded or neglected, and 
eſteem'd unworthy the Protection and En- 
couragement of the Legiſlature, it will pre- 
ſently ſink and decline, other Nations will 
greedily catch at it, and we ſhall daily dimi- 
niſh in our Power, Wealth, and Strength; 
and then, and then only, ſhall we be in real 
Danger of becomipg a Provinee to France; 
a State and Condition the moſt” infamous 
and deteſtable of any in the World. 
Let us for a Moment caſt our Eyes on the 
preſent State and Condition of the Ruffar 
Empire, and it will afford us an Inſtance 
greatly ſurpaſſing any thing that has ever yet 
happen'd in any Nation or Kingdom. 
Never were ſuch great Improvements made 
during the Life of a fingle Man, as in that of 
the Czar, Peter the Great. We ct Ruta a 
Kingdom, that but a Century ago was deſtitute 
of Trade and Commerce, and con 
of all Arts and Sciences, totally ignorant of 
military Diſcipline, and really but little bet- 
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Denn or Savages; RAW: a 
ine te * a Nations/of Bu. 

and juſtly eſteemꝭd one of the moſt 
— Empires in the World,, The 
Czar Peter had indeed: a Soul as nohla as his 
Deſcent, and Views far beyond what might 
have been expected from his Education. He 
was a Stranger ta that Luxury and Indolenge 
to which Men in- | 
be inclin'd; his whole:Life was ſpent in con- 
tinual Bene the the Fra of 
his Country by bis Influence and Example be 
encourag d 5 and Knowledge; he 
ſent Numbers of his Nobality and. 0D 
travel. into ether Countries, and at the fame 
Tims invited People of all Nations to came 
and... ſetele in any: Part of his Dominion, 
In. the —— of. bis Life, he ſaw the 
Want of Military, Diſaipline in his 
Troops tg abtain; which;, he :taok the, Poſt 
of, a "6 — forbidding his Captains ta 
remember that ha was . he. ſerv d 
with, all. dus Submiſſion, lived upon his 
Fay, and, lay in the: Tent of a common 
Drummer, till promoted: to th Degree of 
a Serjeant, Which wWäas nat till be de- 
ſerv'd it in the Opinion of his Officers, 
whom he wound puniſh, if byte judg'd: toe 
favourably of Me By this — | 
as well as: his: repeatefl;. Declarations, be 
convine'd. bis Nobility and Gentry, - that, 
in bis n Birth and Quality, 


dle. ſhow'd. be treated as a | molt. ridi- 
. culous 


high Stations are ſo. apt to 5 
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culous Pretenſion, and that no one, of what 
ever Rank or Quality, ſhou'd, be intitled to 
any the leaſt Preferment in his Army, with- 
out a proper Knowledge in Military Art, 
and a ſuitable Degree of Valour and Courage. 
Its ſurprizing to conſider the prodigious 
Improvements that Nation hereupon made in 
the Military Arts in a few Years: Their 
Troops, who had been always accuſtom'd. to 
fly before, inferigur Numbers, now. every 
where became Victorious and Triumphant. 
This Great Man THO. 1g tly bent to 
render his 0 Se conſequently him 
ſelf, Rich and Powerful, to. cultivate his 
unpoliſh'd People, and to introduce Arts and 
Sciences; the A. L Means to accom- 
Pliſh this grand Deſign, he plainly aw, was 
to put his People, ppon gaining Riches by 
Trade, the any Source, of Wealth and 
Power in England, France, Holland, and 
all other, N ons id ak. 
 . Notwithſtanding he was: Czar of . 
covy, . a, Great and Ablute Prince, h 
left his own Kingdom, and travell'd incag- 
nito like 2 private Man through. a. good Part 
of Eurepe, to pry. into the Arts, Induſtry, 
Trade, and Manufagtuxes of the more civi- 
liz'd Natigas: 99 2 7 ſenſibſe that Na- 
vigation and a Foreign. Trade were the moſt 
obable means to eprich and agrandize his 
cople, he apply d himſelf to thee, with a pe- 
culiar Attention; Vea, be condeſcended fo 
far as to turn Mechanic, and wrought a 
IS 7 
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made all his Servan 


- "return Home, be f. 
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conſiderable Time with his own Hands as 2 


common Ship- Carpenter. He made himſelf 
a perfect Maſter of the Art of Ship-Build- 


. 
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ing, that he might the more effectually be 


enabled to carry the fame Home to his own 
Country. While he was in Holland he faw 


'feverat' Engl;/b built Ships,, whoſe Beauty © 
-— 


and Proportion pleas d him better than 
of the Dutch ; whereupon he came to En- 


gland, on purpoſe to im himſelf fur- 
ther in the Theory of Ship-Building. While 


he was here he _ much himſelf, and 
ts a 

ing and framing the Models and Dimenfi- 
ons of Ships and Boats. And when about to 
no Coſt to engage 
beſt Artizans of every 


great Numbers of 


kind to go and ſettle in his Dominions. 


. King N illiam gave him Leave to take any 
of his Subj into his Service; and alfo 


made him a Prefent of a fine Yachr, call'd 
Mort, which he diſpatch'd - - 


"The Royal Tran 
to Archange/, with a Number of Ship-Car. 
penters, and ſeverat other Artifcers. He 


famous Matbematician, and two other Ma- 
thematicians of lefler Note. I am very ſenſi- 
ble theſe are all well known Facts; and my 
Reaſon for reciting them here is only to 
demonſtrate, that it is Trade, and that only, 
that has cultivated and polifh'd the Kingdom 
of Muſcovy, and procur'd the Inhabitants that 
Wealth, Grandeur, and Reputation they 

cs 3 now 


t bim work, in draw- 


alſo took with him Mr. Fergharſon, the 


. An) No 
now poſſeſs; and to make good my former 
Aſſertion (o wit) that every new Acceſſion 
of Glory, or Greatneſs, Wealth, or Power, 
to any. Nation under Heaven, is to be a- 
quit d by Trade, and that only, 

* IF any one ſhou'd want to be further con- 
vinced of this great Truth, lei him but for 
a Moment caſt his Eyes around the Globe, 
and ſee the mig Difference, between 
thoſe Countries have Commerce, 


and thoſe that have none and it will pre- 
ſently appear, that all Kingdoms and Na- 


tions now are, and ever have been, powerful, 
in Proportion to their Application to Trade; 


'tis that alone that gives Life and Strength 
to any Nation, and erent noariſh and 
enrich it. 

Since then Trade is of 0 great Im- 5 


portance to every and Nation' - |, 
in the World, as iti undeniably appears to 
be, how comes it to paſs that Great 
Britain has never yet made a greater Fi- 
gure in the Trading World, and conſequent-: 
ly is not become more rich, great, and 
powerful? This | probably may: appear 
ſomething Wonderful, eſpecially when one 3 
conſiders, that of all People in the World: _ 
we are the moſt happy in the Con- _ 
ſtitution of our Legiſlature, that we have 
the beſt and moſt excellent Laws for the 
ſecuring our Liberties and Properties, and 
alſo conſidering the Commodiouſneſs of our 
Harbours, the natural Fertility of our Soil, 
D 2 toge- 


) 5 
together wich the Activity and Induſtry of 
our People; I fay, conſidering theſe natural Ad- 

vantages, which we e enjoy beyond many other 
Nations, there muſt certainly have been 
ſome unthought-of latent Cauke, why this 
Kingdom has never made a greater Figure in 
the trading World, and conſequently become 


more Rich and Powerful than it has ever N 


yet been. And here, with a becoming Def - 
ference and Submiſſion, I beg leave to ſug- 
geſt, that the Nobility, Gentry, or Clergy 
of this Kingdom, have never yet at any 
Period of Time ſufficiently underſtood and 
regarded the grand Concern of Trade, and, 
conſequently, — own real and true Inte- 
reſt; Yea, I fear, our very Parliameni: 
themſelves have oftentimes been miſtaken, 
and miſled, when Matters relating to Trade 
have been brought under their Conſideration. 

I wou'd not here be underſtood, as if I 
intended any Reflection on thoſe venerable 
and auguſt Aſſemblies. No certainly, I 
moſt religiouſly profeſs, that no Man living 
has a greater Regard and Veneration for 
them than I have. But as thoſe two Houſes 

conſiſt almoſt entirely of young Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, whoſe Education, ac- 


5 cording to the accuſtomed Methods in Eng- 


land, has had nothing to do with the Study 
of thoſe Improvements of a Country which 
are to be made by Manufactures and Com 
merce, it is not to be e xpected they ſhould 


1 _—_ be able to form right Judgments, in 
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Matters relating thereto, Beſides, its a great 
Unhappineſs to this Nation, that there bas 
erer been kept up a certain Jealouſy be- 
tween the Merchant and the Gentleman, 
the Trader and the Land-holder : The Mer- 
chants and Traders are too apt to look on all 
Duties, on any Commodities they deal in, 
as meer Clogs on their Trade, and as if they 
ed from an Envy in the Gentry of 

their Proſperity, and a Fear of being ri- 
valled in Fortune and Figure, by a ſet of 
People whom they regard as their Inferiors, 
The Gentlemen on the other hand think, 
can never lay too great a Burthen on 
Trade; tho' if they maturely conſidered, 
would be ſenſible a great part of it muſt 
be born by themſelves, in wan thing they 
eat, drink, and wear. 
This Jealouſy, or Envy, bepwösg the Gen- 
tleman and the Merchant, the Trader and 
Land- holder, is not only unreaſonable, but de- 


trimental to the Community in the higheſt de- 


gree. Between the Landed and Trading Inte- 
reſt in this Kingdom, there ever has been, and 
ever will be, an inſeparable Affinity. They mu- 
tually furniſh each other with all the Conve- 
niences of Life, and no real Preference can 
be given either to the one or to the other. It 
is demonſtrably true, that it can never go ill 
with Trade but Land will fall, nor ill with 

Land but Trade will feel it. | 
It was long ſince obſerved. by Doctor 
Davenant, © that many great Men in their 
« Debates 
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{308 Debates and Councils ſeem to have no 
« other View and Aim, than to promote 
_ © the immediate Intereſt of Land, and are 
&« always more warm in the Concerns of it, 
ce and more indifferent and careleſs in what 
relates to Trade, then perhaps is conſiſtent 
« N the Safety and Welfare of this Lat, 
cc om. | 
Lord Bacon lays, 65 That the only Foun- 
e dation of a Treaſury in England is Trade; 
* Thing neceſſary to this iand next unto 
« its own Being, as may appear, not only 
e in regard of the Riches of this Nation, 
« but in regard of the h, and in re- 
« gard of the Maintenance of the Cron, 
ee the two latter of which being no other 
* than a natural Effluence of the 1 mn 
It is to be wiſh'd that our Nobility, Gen- 
try, and Clergy, wou'd employ. a little of 
their Time and Thoughts to inſpect and conſi- 
der the foreign Traffic of this Kingdom; they 
wou'd preſently ſee, that the landed Intereſt 
depends entirely upon it, and be fully con- 
vinced, that no one thing in the World de- 
ſerves their Study and Attention ſo much as 
Trade. Aſter a little Thought and Reflecti- 
on, Things wou d appear to them in a clear 
Light; they Il plainly fee, that the protecting, 
promoting. and improving our Manu- 
factures, Commerce, and Plantations, is the 


: . effectual eee and n 
own n 


* 
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* Bacon on the Laws and Government of England, : 
Part 2. pag. 39: | 
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own Eſtates: For as Commerce flouriſhes 
Lands will Riſe in. Value, and as the Inhabi- 
tants of Towns and Cities increaſe, the Con- 
— ion of Proviſions, which is the main 

aber of the landed Intereſt, will do the ſame: 

So that the encouraging of Trade by the No- 
bleman, Gentlemad, and Clergy man, is only 
the promoting their own real Intereſts; for 
in turning the Wheel of Commerce 
are ſure to have a large Share of the Profits. 

As I am on this Sübject, I beg leave to go 
one Step farther, and roundly to affert, That 
the Nebleman, the Gentleman, and Clergy- 
man, are more nearly concern'd in'T rade,. in 


the Succeſs of it, and in its Conſequences, than : 


either the Mercha nt or Trader himſelf. This 
Aſſertion, however ſtrange it may appear, I 
will undertake to maintain.; and fare I am, 
that T have' the concurrent Opinions of the 
beſt Writers on Trade that England, France, 
or Holland, have ever produc'd.- 

Whenever any Kingdom or Nation comes 
to be ruin'd and undone, the Deſtruction 
falls firſt on the Lands; the Nobleman and 
Gentleman fink : firſt. © The Merchant and 
Trader hold out to the laſt Moment: They 
have a thouſand. Ways and Expedients to 
ſecure their Property, by lodging” it in Fo- 
reign Hands, 'or inveſting it in Merchandize 
abroad ; the Banks at Amſterdam, Ham- 
burgh, or Venice, offerthemſelves to View, 
as (ate and ſecure Repoſitories for their Caſh. 
I ay, the 2 have a end Ways 


to 
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to ſecure, conceal, and ſhift their Pr 4 Y 
which the Gentleman knows nothing of, or, 
if he did, wou'd not ſuit * particular Cir- 
os f the f Aſſ 1 
n Su of t ing ertion, 
will only Rs the be go of that great 
Man, Mc. Locke,andwhich highly deſerve the 
Canfideration of every Nobleman and Gentle- 
man of England. When a Nation (fays 
| « he) is running to Ruin or * 5 
« Merchant and money d Man, do what 
60e. vou can, mill be fare to Rarve laſt of all, 
« Obſerye it where you. will, the 22 
ie that come upon and bring Ruin to an 
5 Country, do conſtantly firſt fall upon L 
And tho“ the e Gentleman (who 
* uſually ſecurely relies on fo much a Year, 
« as was given at his Marriage Settlement, 
«and thinks his Land an immoveable Fund 


4 for ſuch an Income) be not very forward 


« to think Jo, yet this, neyertheleks, is an 
„  undoubted Troth,. That be is more con- 
cc e in Trade, and ought to tale 4 
greater Care that it be well managed and 
. Greer ger ved than even the Merchant himfelf. 
or he will certainly. find, when a Decay 
« of Trade has carry'd., away, one Part of 
« our Money, out. of the Kingdom, and the 
« other is kept in the Merchants and Trade. 
« man's Hands, that no Law he can make, 
© nor any little Arts of ſhifting ing Property 
among our ſelves, will bring it bac 
7 to him again; but his Rents = fall, 


„and 
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ee and his Income — — till a 
c. and Ftugality, d to 
a — well- order d Trade, ng ply, jor the 
« Kingdom the Riches and. Weakly it for 
4 meriy had” * 
' Were it neceſſary, I cod mention che 
Sentiments of ſome eminent Writers on 
Trade, in France and Holland, to the very 
fame Purpoſe; but its needleſs, the ſingle 
Opinion of Loc is ſufficient. - + | 
I now' come to the chief intended 
in this Treatiſe, which is to remark to your 
1 That the Trade of this King- 
does not generally  imagin'd 
ariſe from the ee Laws ad 
Conſtitution; nor from the Commodiouſ- 
neſs of our 'Harbours, the Temperature of 
our Qlunate, the Fertility of our Soil, nor 
from the natural and Activity of 
our People. 1 will grant, "theſe are very 
great Ad and which we enjoy in a 
„if n to any re! 
Nation in the add 
To illuſtrate this impbetant: Point, let us 
but for a Moment caſt our Eyes on the State 
and Condition of the United Provinces, as 
far back as the Year Sixteen Hundred Eighty 
Eight. Sir Wilkam Tomple tells us, in his 
Account of that Country, . That the Dutch 
“ had then more ing delong d to them, 


2 
2 Genn 


* (1 a) Let's Confiderations on the * of 
Intereſt, Val. II. Page 27. 
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Growth in Riches, and the Extent of their 
. Commerce, were prodigious and aſtoniſh- * 
ing; and the Number of their Inhabitants - 
ce was artived to ſuch a Height, as made 
« them the Envy of ſome, the Fear of o- 
« thers, and the Wonder of all their Neigh- 
« bours ; they had likewiſe a conſtant Reye- 
4 nue proportion'd to all this Greatneſs,” 
Yet Sir Wilhkam at the ſame Time re- 
marks, in Page 209. That they 
10 ne Ge towards building or 

igging the ſmalleſt Veſſel; their Flax, 
emp, Pitch, Wood, and Iron, coming 
1. . as Woal does for cloth- 
% ing their Men, and Corn = 1 
«« them; neither have they an 
«« perly of their — — 246” | 

% rable, for their Uſes, or Traffick 
« with their Neighbours, - beſides a little 
„Butter, Cheeſe, and earthen Ware. As to 
% Harbours, they have none good upon the 
«« Coaſt... The Entrance of the Texel/, and 
« Paſſage over the Zudder=Ser,are more dan- 
« gerous than a Voyape from thence to 

« Spain, lying all in blind and narrow Chan- 
«« nels. 80 that it eaſil 
ce A Haven that draws Trade, but Trade that 
« fills a Haven, and brings it in Vogue; nor 
<« has Holland grown rich by any nn 
«© Commodities whatſoever.”  _ 

Now then, as Sir William juſtly n 


Page 211 of his Obſervations, Since the 


cc Pram of Trade can't be deduced from 
Re ke Havens, 


have no © 


y appears, it is not 
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6, Havens, or native . as may 
« well de concluded from the Survey of 
« Holland, . which has the leaſt ip the 
« worſt, and from that of Treland, Which 
“ has the moſt and, beſt of both, it cannat 
be amiſs to conſider, from What other 
Source it may more naturally and certainly 
be derived, The Trade of Holland, England, | 
and all other Nations, owes its Origin, its 
very Being and Exiſtence, to the Care and 
Protection. to the prudent and ſeaſonable 
Interpoſition of: their reſpectiye Legiſlatures, 
at different Periods of Time. [The Trade of 
Holland is the meer Effect of Order, Me- 
thods; and a thouſand Contrivances: No Go- ' 
vernment in the World has been ſo careful 
and tender of their Trade as the Dutch; and 
it willeyer remain a Subject of  Aﬀtoniſhment, 
that a Handful of Merchants, taking $helter 
in a little Country, which ſcarce afforded 
any thing to ſubſiſt its new Inhabitants, ſhou'd, 
by the meer Force of Art and Cuntrivance, 
render themſelyes ſo very conſiderable; and 
ſhou'd the Affairs of E. Europe remain in the 
Situation they are a few Years longer, the 
preſent Generation of the Dutch muſk ac- 
compliſh that one grand Deſign, which 
their Forefathers have been aiming at, vig. 
the reducing all the Trade of Europe, witoin 
the Limits of their own little Circle. — If 
ſo, we may live to hear it ſaid of Holland, 


as It was of SORE? in the Days of $ 2 
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in chis Kingdom. from the Time of William 
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Lo MON. chat Gold and Silver are thers 


as common as Stones. ; 
To return. to our own Chtntys I ow. 


come to demonſtrate, that the Trade of 
England in particular owes alſo its Origin, 


its ray Exiſtence, to the Care and Protec 
our Government; and that the great 
Progreſs it has made, at different Periods of 
Time, has been always owihg to the 
git and ſeaſonable Incerpoſition of the Le- 
iflature, 
190 uftar this Point, it will 65 10 
lay before your Lordſhips « brief Ac. 
uh and and Prog 474 of Trade, 


the Conqueror down to Edward br Third. 


We find in our ancient Hiſtories nothing of 


- m0 their own Luft.” * W be comes to 


| _ throughout which the Nation was 


Trade. It does not ſeem to Have been at all 


regarded or underſtood, during this 
Tract of Time, 7. z. about three hundre 


overſpread with Poverty and Ignorance. We 


bad in this Period of Time Ten Kings: and 


a hopeful Race they were. It would be too 
tedious for me to enter into a teen Ac- 
count of their ſeveral Reigns. Lord Bacon 
lumps them together, and fays, That 


Whatever Money or Wealth they had, or 


could get from the Pe e, 1 ſpent on 


the 
. me! on the "Ba! and Government of England, 


Pare I, * 38. 


(25) 
the Reign of Edward the Third; he talks in | 
a different Manner, who, he ſays, * was a 
« preat and wiſe Prince, that encouraged 
« Men of Parts and Abiliries to be near his 
« Perſon ; and laid a Platform for aug- 
« menting the Treaſure of the Kingdom, 

<« as well for the Benefit of the People as of 
* the Crown, Nor can it be reconciled 
6 — — —— a Han mould 

c at once beſtow upon England a Courage- 

* ous People, brave Captains, wiſe | 
* and a King that had the Endowments df 
« them all. Its true, that this Edward the 
« Third was a Ki 


King of many Taxes, above 
te all his Predeceſſors, yet this can't be im- 
« puted 5 a Blot to the Honour of the Law, F 
« or Liberty of the People; for.. the King 
« was not 10 unwiſe. 8. to deſite it without 
6 . ſpend it in Secret; 
ce or upon his on private Intereſt. And 
e altho' the People parted with much, yet 
cc „ nothing to Prerogative, but all in a Par- 
* eg Way; ſo it was not taken but 
given: Thus did this King ſhew himſelf 
ly Royal, in demanding his Taxes upon 
evident Grounds of State; levying them 
e with a tender Hand, and ing them 
« to a right End. | But that which digeſted 


* n 75 


6 People had quid pro quo, by the Advance 
« of Trade, Sh King had ſhew'd 


* himſelf the Cape-Merchant of the World, 
| « Cer- 


$ ( e 
„5 Ceruinly Men's Parts in thoſe Days. were 
<« of vaſt Reach, that could manage ſuch 
« Wars, ſertle ſuch a Government, and lay 
4 ſuchia Foundation of a T reaſury by? Rn, 
All Baca s own Words.“ | 
Pardon me, if I am too particykiech in 7 
| Character of this Prince, for he was the firſt, 
from the Conqueſt to his Time, that took 
any Notice of Trade, or that ſeemed to have 
— any Deſign of rendering this Kingdom 
| and powerful and he hr on he only | 
ost ethod to eſſect iti 
In the Parliament held at V eftminfter,” it 
| 1338, being the Seventh: Year of his Reign, 
the Tranſportation of Wool out of the King- 
dom was prohibited, under very ſevere Pe- 
nalties. This Law, for many Years, had 
not the Effect intended. A fooliſh and per- 
nicious Fondneſs ſtill prevailed, for the 
Cloths and Stuffs made in France and Flan- 
ders; whither our Wool till then had been 
exported; and brought back to us complete- 


ly manufactured; by which wretched Oeco- 


nomy our People were kept ſtarving at 
home, and the Kingdom annually drained 


of ſuch vaſt Sums of Money, as made us 
© extremely poor ayd contenuptible. 49/108 


Great Complaints were made againſt the 
Ladies of thoſe e Days; and it was — 
that by their Means the falutary Debs ſigns of 
_ Law were i in a great Meaſure defeated. 


s his Laws and Government of F. 1 Part II. 
g pages 25 385 39. ; 


They 


Na | 
They at reconcile themſelves to tb 


. — our Engliſh Fabricks, which they 
rm to call home-made and bome-ſpun 


Stuffs : A noted Vanity, to which the Ladies 


of this Nation have ever been but too much 


inclined, to love Things fur · fetch d and dear 
bought, even to a eren And here I 
can't omit taking Notice of the ridiculous 
Taſte of our Ladies in the 
tho they can't by Law wear French Stuffs, 
by t affect to call-ſevetal Parts of their Dreſs 


French Names, —— yea, Names that are 

e moſt odious,,—the-Carpinat; — the 
CAPUCHIN 3 Names that ouglit to be —4 
teſtable to every Britiſb Lauy 7 Th 
with equal Reaſon. call => Part che | 
Dreſs by the Names of Belzebub; or Lucifer. 
The Cardinals and Capucbins are ſome of 
the moſt induſtrious Agents of Satan, and 
have ever been the grand Support: of his 
Empire upon Earth; for the greateſt and 
moſt conſummate Villainies of all Kinds, 
that have ever been ated on the Theatre of 
this World, Rave been perform orm d by the 
Romiſh Clergy. | 

But our vlocious King Edward the Third, 
and the wiſe Men about him, were not to 
be diverted from their Deſign of aggrandi- 
zing this Nation by the'Clamours of thoſe 
who were for gratify Ne their Vanity at the 
Expence of & 2 ic Weal ; and there- 
fore, to lay a Reſtraint on their deſtructive 
Pride, and preyent its evil Conſequences, a 


Law 


ng 


preſent Age, wo, 


Law, at once, 


"A 32 153 8 | 
Law was anew made, ſtrictly forbiddi 
Perſons, eder the Ne of e gal 
wearing any foreign' Woollen Cloths or 
2 This 
| gave Life and Spirit to our 
Woollen Manufactures, and the grow 
daily more and more reconciled to | 
ing of chem. a Fits 
hor ee Trae tack Dagene | 
rance and Lazineſs prevailed in — 
dom, as is ſcarce to be conceived. Lord 


Barum, ſpeaking of thoſe Days, ſaye The 


A Prieft had a lictle Charity, and the Poor 


< . 
' 5: and very ere arr, 
<« ftjonleſs it was, when the Clergy Te 
<« ſtarely, and the Poor idle.” + * 
Things being thus ſituated, che Govern- 
ment was obliged to take another Step to- 
OED 1 ſun- 
Laws were to compel the poorer 
2 of People l 
Rate of their Wages, and make it as bene- 
 ficial to the Poor to ſerve the meaner Sort 
of Cl6thiers as the richer. By theſe Means, 
in a very little Time, Labour became fa- 
— —ů being 
5 £0 un Points 
thus ſettled by the Care of the Legiſlature, ic 
is ſurprizing to conſider the vaſt Wealth that 


2! flow d n r . 


+ Becen on the Laws and Government of Buglaxd, 
Part II. page 41. 


— 


ſo n no Pena, no Pate. 
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together with a prodigious Increaſe of Know- 
ledge, Arts, Sciences, Honour, Wealth, 
and Strength; all which daily became more 
and more-conſpicuous. s. 
The Government did not intend. Things 
ſhould reſt here. They had always under 
their Conſideration, the principal Products 
and Manufactures of the Kingdom, and 
eſpecially that of Wooll; the working of 
which at Home they plainly ſaw, had not 
only ſaved the Nation immenſe. Sums of Mo- 
ney, but alſo afforded a conſtant Employ- 
ment to the Poor, whereby they were ena- 
bled, by their own Labour, to live comfor- 
tably : Therefore; this Article of increaſing 
our Growth of Wooll, and manufacturing 
it at Home, ſeem'd all along to have en- 
groſs'd their chief Care. Their Views more 
and more enlarged, and they went on form- 
ing noble DeGgns to render this. Kingdom 
great and powerful, They now. turned the 
Tables, and in their Turn attempted the ex- 
porting our Woollen Manufactures to Fan- 
ders, and other Parts Abroad ; thereby to re- 
cover thoſe prodigious Sums of Money we 
had formerly paid the People of thoſe Coun- 
tries for Manufacturing our. Wooll. In this 
new and brave Attempt, it muſt be lament- 
ed, they met with great, and for a long 
Time inſurmountable, Difficulties; chiefly on 
Account of the unexperience and unskilful- 
neſs of our Workmen, which were the Cauſe 
of our Manufictures * inſerior to thoſe 


of 


Wollen Fabrics were brought 


4 5 \, ; 


”y 


of our Neighbours, who had been ſo long 
exerciſed in thoſe Arts that were requiſite to 
their Perfection, and conſequently — likely 
to be ſo able either at Home or in Fo- 
reign. Markets. To Remedy this Inconvenience 
and our own Im nent to the ut- 
moſt, a [Proclamation was iſſued, inviting 
all foreign Cloth- workers, and other Manu- 
facturers, to come and ſettle ' in England : 
| icularly Dyers, Preſsmen, Sheermen, 
Wooll-Combers, Weavers, Ge. Se. and to 
all that ſhou'd appear to have any conſidera- 
ble Knowled - in their repo | A Employ- 
ments, the R actually engaged to 
allow a certain — till they ſhou d be 
fix d in a competent Way of living. Well 
might Lotd Bacon ſuy, Men's Parts in thoſe 
Times were of vaſt: each, that could ſettle 
fuch a Polity, manage ſuch Wars, and at 
the fame Time lay fuch 1 of a 
Treaſury. Trade. © 
Royal Javitaticn, great Num- 
bers of People from Flanders, Germany, and 
France, came here to ſettle with their Fa- 
milies and Effects; and by their Means, our 
| to fach « De- 
gree of Perfection, that the E ion of 
them increas d furprifingly, being now to be 
ſeen, in almoſt all the Corners of the habi- 
table World. Befides the 1 t of 
our Woollen Fabricks, by ns of theſe 
Foreigners, many other Manufactor ies were 


near London preſently eſtabhſh'd, —— 


1 


L899. -5 

that of Silk in d. pittlefields, and in Coritors 
bury Which lan ale ins few Years proved 
a vaſt ſaving to the Nation. Our Exports 
annually inereas d, and the Imports were in 
a Manner dwindled — br the 28th 
Vear of this King's the national 


W that ingle Year, 766 
The Value of all our Con- 


on amounted to 
The Value of u Commo- 

dities Imported — 

men 38979. 3'6 


as 


The clear Profit in one Ver 255214 13 8 
Which in thoſs Days wa eſter a mon 


ſtrous Sum. + ' 
By theſe Means King Eduard:the Third 
and his wiſe Miniſters ted their grand 


Defigns, and, as Lord Bacum culls it, laid a 
Platform, or Foundation, from whence 
aroſe all the future Wealth, Honour, and 


Means, this Prince was enabled, for a 
Time, to maintain a War againſt France 
Scotland at once. He went in at the 

Head of a valiant Army, into the very 
of France, in the Reign of Philip, 
de Valois, making Devaſtations all 


„ 
5 "3 to 


Heart 
firnamed 


Grandeur: of this Kingdom; and by theſes = 


ts) 


to the Gates of Paris. In this Expedition 
were fought two famous Bettles; in the laſt 
of which our King's Son, the Black Prince, 
with a ſmall Body of Engliſh, defeated a 
numerous Army of the French, took the 
French King and his Son Priſoners, and 
brought them both to London at the ſame 
Time. In his War with the Scots, he reco- 
ver d the ſtrong Town of Berwick, and took 
their King Priſoner, whom. he ſent alſo to 
| London. In ſhort; he rais'd the Reputation 
of the Engliſh Arms to ſuch a Degree, as 
made this Kingdom the Envy, as well as the 
Fear and Dread, of all the Nauen: around 
Ws: 
Thus 1 have exhibited to your Lordſhips, | 
a very particular Account of the Riſe and 
Progreſs of Trade in this Kingdom; and I 
perſuade myſelf, that I have beyond all poſ- | 
ſible Contradiction eſtabliſh'd theſe two great 
and important Points, firſt, That Trade in 
all Countries, and eſpecially in our own, is 
the only Source and Foundation of Wealth 
and Power; and, ſecondly, That Trade, in 
all Kingdoms and Nations under Heaven, 
and particularly in England, owes its ve 
Being, its daily Progreſs, and Increaſe, to the 
Inter poſition of their reſpective Legiſlatures; ; 
and that ſhou'd it ever happen here, that our 
Government ſhou'd imagine our Tiade can 
\ ſtand of itſelf, or ſhou'd eſteem it unwor- 
thy their Regard and Protection, it will 
8 * and decline, other m—_— 
WI 


E 

will ily catch at it, and thereby become 
— — powerful, — wye ſhall 
unavoidably become poor, weak, and con- 
temptible. And then, and then only, ſhall 
we be in any real Danger, of ming a 
Province to France: A Condition the moſt 
infamous and deteſtable of any in the 
Wand n een een e 

Is it then, my Lords, to be admitted as 
a demonſtrated Truth, that the Trade of 
this Kingdom owes its very Exiſtence, its 
daily Progreſs and Increaſe, to the Protection 
and ſeaſonable Interpoſition of the Legiſla- 
ture; it muſt no leſs evidently appear, that 
there never was a Period wherein: the Trade- 
of, this Nation ſtood, in more or greater 
need of that Support and Protection than 
the preſent, We are now unhappily en- 
gaged in a War with France and Spain, 
two of the greateſt Powers in Europe, and 
muſt ſingly, and unaſſiſted by the naval Force 
of any other Potentate, encounter the Fleets 
and Privateers of both Nations; and this 
War may laſt for a much longer Time than 
is generally imagin' d. Your Lordſhips high 
Rank and Station muſt certainly afford you 
acceſs to great Men, Men of Power and In- 
fluence, Miniſters of State; and ” wou'd be 

rfectly conſiſtent with your Duty and 
Office - exert yourſelves, — ſuch Op- 
portunities, in ſuggeſting ſome Means or 
other, to thoſe at the Helm, whereby our 
Trade and Navigation may, under its 2 
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ſent Difficulties, receive ſome ſurer Pro- 
tection, ſome greater Encouragement than it 
has ever had ſince the Commencement 
of this War. Is there no new Method to be 
thought of, no unprecedented Ways of em- 
ploying Cruizers and Convoys in a conſtant 
and regular Succeſſion? Wou'd your Lord- 
ſhips enter into this grand Concern, with the 
Solicitude and Attention it deſerves, a Variety 
of Ways and Means wou'd preſently offer 
themſelves to your Apprehenſion. The Ne- 
ceſſity of ſome more effectual Regulation 
with regard to Cruizers and Convoys is very 
apparent, eſpecially confidering the prodi- 
gious Number of Ships already taken, and 
alſo, that during the Continuence of this 
War, we muſt in all Probability, as I have 


already faid, ſingly, and unaffiſted, encounter 


the Fleets and Privateers of Frauce, and 
- I ſhall prefs this Matter no farther, . but 
ſubmit all to your better Judgments ; nor need 
I urge, that, in any Attempts of this Kind, 
your Lordſhips are fure to have the Con- 
currence and Approbation of every honeſt and 
wiſe Man in the Kingdom ; and I perſnade 
myſelf, your own patriotal Diſpoſitions will 
ſufficiently prompt you to endeavour the 
Advancement of your Country, 

I now come then to offer a ſew Hints, rela- 


ting to our Trade, in general. And I wou'd 


firſt Premiſe, that herein I am totally ab- 


ſtrated from all Party Conſiderations what- 
— ever. 
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ever. I ſhall not Attempt to vindicate any one 
Miniſter or Miniſtry, or to depreciate ano- 
ther; I ſhall not have the leaft Regard to 
Perſons or Parties; but ſpeak of Things 
and Tranſactions as they really appear, with- 
out any Regard by whom they were perform- 
ed. I know the Risk a private Man runs, 
by talking at this Rate, 'and that he may pro- 
bably be call'd an idle or a diſcontented 
Scribler. Every Man muſt riſque fome- 
thing that will defend Truth; therefore I 
ſhall} give myſelf no Concern, about what 
People may term me, in Conſequence of my 
writing this Treatiſe: I am not chagrin'd by 
Difappointment, I khow, and folemnly pro- 
feſs, I am not in the leaſt influenc'd by II- 
nature or Reſentment; all I intend, or Aim - 
at, is the Protection and Encouragement of 
our Trade; and conſequently, that this King- 
dom may encreaſe in Wealth and Power. 

Is Trade then of fo much Importance to 
this Nation, and to all Ranks and Degrees 
of Men in it, as has been here affirm'd, and is 
it at preſent, notwithſtanding, ſubje& to many 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements, then, cer- 
tainly, no Time can be more pr 
ſea ſonable than this Juncture, for the Le- 
giſlature to interpoſe for its better Security 
and Protection. I am afraid, it will upon 
Enquiry appear, tHit we have Laws now 
exiſting, which are ſo far from being favoura- 
ble to Trade, thaf@hey are highly injurious 
to it, and have a manifeſt Tendency to leſſen, 

| | infringe, 
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2 every Parliamentary Candidate, 
es the eldeſt Son or Heir apparen 
«or ſuch as ſhall be elected for either of the 
1 Univerſities in England, ſhall (if requir d) 


8 Birth'to a good deal of Perjury, 


(49) 
dofripge, and deſtroy it. The Law I ha 
no chiefly in Vie w, is that of the gth of 

Anne, wherein it is enacted, * That 


t of a Peer, 


„ make Oath,” that he is poſſeſs d of an 


1 Eſtate in Lands, Tenements, or Heredi- 


« taments, to the Value of three hundred 


Pounds per Annum, over and above all 
Incumbrances, that may affect the ſame.” 


This Oath is ſo fram'd, as leaves no Poſſi- 


dility of an Evaſion ; that juror . N 

That he has ſuch an” Eſtate, truly, and 

Bona Fide in Law or Equity, to and 
| Pp for his own Uſe and Benefit. 


This Law, tis to be fear'd, has given 
„yea, wilful 


and corrupt Perjury, in Perſons and Places 


where it ſhou'd not be ſo much as ſuſpected. 


The real Deſign of this Law was to pre- 


vent Merchants and Traders from being 
elected Members of Parliament, and totally 
to exclude them from any Share in the Le- 


giſlature. The Advocates for this Bill repre- 
ſented, or. at leaſt inſinuated, that a great 
Majority of the Merchants and Traders were 
Men of little or no Principles, and of low 
and .deſperate Fortunes, nd that by this 
Law, Perſons of ſuch unſuitable Characters 
would be in a very great®Meaſure prevented 
from — a Seat in that Houſe, whereby 


Bribery 


| ay) . 
- Bribery, Venality, and Corruption, which 
were then ſo much and fo juſtly complain'd 
of, wou'd be much reſtrain'd, and in a Man- 
ner aboliſh'd, YT e 
Theſe were the Reaſons openly advanced 
by the Advocates for this Law. But when I 
conſider, that this Bill was brought in, and 
carry'd, by the Influence and Authority of 
Queen Annes laſt Miniſtry, at a very me- 
morable Time, when the true Intereſt of 
England was not the Thing moſt valued by _ 

thoſe Gentlemen, and when I reflect on the 
well known Views and Deſigns of that Ad- 
miniſtration, at leaſt of ſome of thoſe who 
were Principals therein, I am ftron 
tempted to believe they had ſome other la- 
tent Motives, not at all fit to be owned, 
which prompted them in this Proceeding. 
They knew, the Merchants and Traders were 
in general hearty Friends to the Hanover 
Sacceſſion, and avowed Enemies to France 
and Slavery, and that therefore they were by 
all Means to be diſparaged, and prevented 
from having it in their Power to defeat the 

pernicious Schemes then concerting. 

Amongſt all Communities and Societies 
of Men upon Earth, there are but two ne- 
ceſſary and eſſential Qualifications, that ſhou'd 
intitle one to a Part in the Legiſlature, viz. 
Integrity and Ability. Theſe are indiſpenſible 
Qualifications, and no one deſtitute of them 
ſhould be entruſted. with any Share of Autho- 
rity or Influence; but the excluding a Man, 
G meerly 


* 
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meerly becauſt he has not ſuch a 12 
| mel Vitae in Lands; does not ſeem to be 
* with that natural Juſtice and 
uity which are ſo conſpicuous in the 
Eggli Laws and Conſtitution; neither is 
it agreeable with that perſect / Freedom which 

— be exerciſed in the Choice of a Britiſb 
x ape Men's Underſtanding, Inte- 

„ and Abilities, don't always keep pace 
Eſtates. I dare ſay, was the Rea- 

3 look round the Circle of his own At- 
qa ance, he could think of many Gen- 
temen, who have not two hundred Pounds 
r Annum in Land, and yet, at the ſame 

Time, maꝝ be endued with . Knowledge, 

Ko 77 real Abilities, and, in all Reſpects, may 

better qualified to ſerve their Country in 
Parliamens, than many otber. Gentlemen, 
Whoſe Eſtates may be To Times as large, 
I can't 99 belp thinking this Law is 
in its. own ature unjuſt and irrational; ſure 
Tam it is a very great Infringement of the 
Freedom and Privilege of the EleQors, who, 
by the ancient Laws and Conſtitution of this | 
Realm, were to be at full Liberty, to chooſe 
ſuch Members as they ſhou d judge moſt pro- 
per and capable of ſerving der, in this great 
and important Truſt, 

Beſides, this Law has in no Sbape or De- 
gree anſwer d the proſeſſed Deſign of its Ad- 
vocates; which was, to Root out all Appe- 
rance or Suſpicion of Venality, Bribery, and 


Cory ption. It is evident to all the World, 
chat | 
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that fince the Commencement of this Law, 
Bribery and Corruption, amongſt all Ranks 
and Degrees of Men, have run to a much 
greater and more ſhameful Height, than in an 
—— Period of Time, ſince the En 
Monarchy was eſtabliſh'd: For the Proof of 
which, I ſhall only refer the Reader, to the 
printed Report of the Secret Committee, ap- 

pointed by Palla to examine the Con- 
dad of 4 late Earl of Orford. If then 
appears, that this Law bas never anſyrer' 
the Deſign, or, at leaſt, the pretended De» 
ſign of W. Advocates, an it © your 
Tocdihite y by Cafes, Af e 
Repeal of it wou'd not y r 
and juſt, It wou d reſtore 0 Lehen te 
their ancient, natural, and inherent Rights; 
and wou'd very probably be of great Service 
to the Kingdom: For if Trade be of ſuch 
vaſt Importance to this Nation, as we have 
proved, and .doth owe its very Being, ag 
well as its Progreſs, to the Care and Proteti. 

on of the Legiſlature, is it not to be wiſh'd, - 
that there were a Number of Mer- 
chants and Traders in the Hauſe of Com- 
mons ? Indeed, as this Houſe now conſiſts 
almoſt entirely of young Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Education (as afore N 
has been quite different from the 8 
thoſe Improvements that are to be 5 
Manufactures and Commerce, it is not to 


be * ſuch an 88 ſhou'd 2 
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form a right Judgment, in Matters relating 
to Trade ; whereas, if there were more Mer- 
chants and Traders therein, our Repreſen- 
tatives would acquire much clearer Ideas ob 
theſe Matters, and would be, inſpired with a 
much greater Concern for their Advance- 
ment. In all Debates, relating thereto, the 
Trader wou*d enter into the Subject with 
Skill founded on Experience, wou'd diſcover 
and point out to the Houſe the Advantages 
or Diſadvantages that might accrue to the Pubs 
lick from any Meaſures propos d or taking; 
and all this with far more Judgment and Ex- 
actneſs than the meer Gentleman can be pre- 
ſum'd to do, Ceteris paribus, every Man 
judges beſt of that he is moſt converſant with, 
and can do moſt Service in that which is his 
proper Buſineſs ; and therefore I am per- 

aded, that was there a greater Number of 
Merchants and Traders in the Houſe of 
Commons, 'Trade, according to the Increaſe 
of. ws TOO there, would become more 
extenſive and proſperous, to the Strength 
and Glory of he 8 | ” 

The Reverend Mr. Tindal, ſpeaking of 
this Law, ſays, "Twas thought to ftrike 
« at an eſſential Part of our Conſtitution, 
* touching the Freedom of Elections. Our 
' « Gentry was become ſo ignorant and cor- 
e rupt, that many apprehended the ill Ef- 
« feats of this Law, and that the Intereſt 
« of Trade, which indeed ſupports that of 

rg | „ Land, 
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« Land, wou'd neither be underſtood nor 
<c regarded. + 
1 don't incline to maſks any invidious 
| Compariſon between the Gentleman and 
the Merchant, or Trader; but ſurely I can't 
ſee, why the Merchant and Trader ſhou'd be 
preſum'd to be more eaſily bribed or cor- 
rupted than the Gentleman; the former 
have generally as high a Value for the Li- 
berties of their Country, and as great a De- 
teſtation of Slavery and arbitrary Power, as 
any ſet of Men upon Earth; neither does 
it appear, that the Circumſtances of the 
Gentlemen, in general, are ſo very much ſu- 
perior to thoſe of the Merchant or Trader, 
as to warrant ſuch a degrading Treatment of 
the latter, Admitting the Gentleman has the 
real and bona fide Qualification that the 
Law requires, yea, let us ſuppoſe him to 
have a hundred or two hundred Pounds per 
Annum more, yet, by the Time the current 
Expences of the Family at Home, and the 
Education of his Children abroad, 'together 
with the accidental Loſſes by bad Tennants, 
are all deducted, his Situation does not ſeem 
to be ſo vaſtly ble to the other's, Its 
true, the Property of the Gentleman is more 
durable and permanent, more out of the 
Power of Accidents and ſtate Revolutions, 
Sir William Temple, ſpeaking of the won. 
derful Extent of the Dutch Trade, fays, 
«© The Government in Holland is managed, 
« either by Men that Trade, or whoſe Fa- 
« milies 


* Continuation of Rapin, Number 65. pege 200. 


. vernment.“ How wou'd this 
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te milies have riſen by it, or who have themy 
_ « ſelves ſome Intereſt going on in other Mens 
e Traffick, or who were born or bred in 
c Towns, the Soul or Being whereof conſiſtg 
& in Trade, This makes Trade ſure of al! 
« Favour, that from Time to Time grows 
« neceſſary, and can be given it by the 2 
t 
be fill'd with Surprize and Aſtoaiſhment, 
cou'd he now be inform'd, that in England 
there are Laws exiſting, which were made 
with no other Deſign, than to exclude the 
Merchant and Trader from having any Share 
in the Government or Adminiſtration, . - 
I ſhall now exihit a ſhort Account of the 
Completion and Diſpoſition of that Parlia- 
ment, which paſſed the Law I have been 
king of; and ſhall remark a little on 
e other very extraordinary Laws, which 
they paſg'd, or endeavout d to pas, at the very 
ſame Time. 8 ö 
The Reverend Mr. Tindal, in his Con- 
tinuation of Rapin, Number 65, page 211, 
ſays, In this Houſe of Commons there 
«a d a new Combination of Torys, of 
ti the higheſt Form.“ I hope God will ever 
more deliver this Kingdom from any other ſuch 
Combination ; for, to ſpeak the very Truth, 
they brought us to the Brink of Ruin; and 
if the Almighty had not providentially in- 
terpoſed, we and our Poſterity bad been ine- 
vitably undone, tied down in Chains of 
Slavery, Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, * 
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Body and Mind. At the ſame Time 'this 
Parliament, or rather this new Combination 
of Tories of the higheſt Form, (as Tindall 
calls them) took great Offence, at the coming 
over of the poor Palatines into this King- 
dom. Many Motions were made in the Houſe 
of Commons about it, and it was pretended, 
that thoſe unhappy Refugees were not fo 
well affected to the Church, as could be 
wiſh'd, and that their coming over 
increaſe the Number of Diſſenters. At 
they addrefs'd' the Queen about it, and the 
Houſe'came to the following Reſolution, via. 
That the inviting, © and bringing over the 
« Palatines into this Kingdom, may be of 
dangerous Conſequence to the Conſtitution 
« of Church and State,” and at the "fame 
TO they paſs'd a Bill, to repeal the Act for | 
| Naturalization of all Proteſtants 
4 which the former Parliament 
had paſgd about three Years before.” On the 
firſt reading of this Bill, in the Houſe, 
it was with a ignat ion. 
Some of the Lords inveighed againſt it —4 
warmly, and diſcover d the pernicious Ten- 
dency thereof, ſhou'd it into a Law, 
while others enter d more into 
the Views and Deſigns of this notable Houſe 
of Commons in promoting it. In fine, 
their Lordſhi quickly rejected it, to the 
joy of every and wiſe Man in the 
Kingdom. 


h At 
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At this Time it was become a Faſhion in 

the Houſe of Commons, to ſpeak on all Occafi-' 
ons contemptuouſly of King William, our great 
and glorious Deli verer, and his Memory was 
treated with ſuch Reproach, as was incon- 
ſiſtent with that Decency, which ought 
always to be obſerv'd in a Britiſb Se- 
nate. When the Enemies of this excellent 
Prince, and of their Country, had by this 
Means endeavoured to prejudice the Minds of 
the unwary, both within Doors and without, 
againſt his Character, they boldly then ven- 
tured to arraign his Proceedings, and they 
ſet aut with an outrageous: Clamour againſt: 
his Grants. This was ſo well receiv'd by 
the Herd, that a Bill was brought in, to 
empower a certain Number of Perſons, “ to 
examine all the Grants he had ever made, to 
report the Value of them to the Houſe, and 
the particular Conſiderations upon which 
they were made. This was done with a De- 
ſign to reſume and make them all void. 
When this Bill was ſent up to the Lords, 
they declared it was malicious and unjuſt, and 
that it was paſs'd in the other Houſe, with 
no other Deſign, than to blacken and throw 
an Odium on the Memoty of King William, 
and all thoſe who had faithſully ſerved him 
and their Country. Upon the firſt Reading 
their Lordſhips rejected it, to the great 
Mortification of the lower Houſe, or (as 

2 Dina! 


* The Commiſſioners Names in the rej d Bill © 
were, Mr. Hind Cotton, Sir Simeon Stuart, Mr, Ever 
feld, Mr. Bulteel, Mr. Blackmore, and Mr. Irightſon, 
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Tindal calls them) to the new Combi- 
. 


nation of T of the higheſt F 
ſome of nel ade bore the harder on 
the Memory of King William, becauſe he 
had tied down the Nation, (Body, Saul, 
and Eſtate) by Oaths and Laws, firm and 
immutable, to defend and maintain the Suc- 
ceflion of the wee of Ha. 


nover. | 
I could mention any: other ee 


the unjuſtifiable Conduct of this Houſe of 
Commons; I will trouble the Reader but 
with one more, to convince him of the 
Weakneſs and Incapacity of f the then Mini- 
ſtry, to ſay the beſt of them. | 
ordinary Bill was brought 1 in, 
both Houſes, and paſs d into a Law, 
Procurement, to encourage — 
Importation of Frencb Wine. Thi 
was laugh'd at or condemn d by 
ſible Man in the Kingdom; and nothing 
cou'd have carried ſuch a Motion through the 
two Houſes, but a very Inclination to 
oblige the French King, whoſe Alliance the 
Perſgns then in Power needed, join'd to the 
Luxury of thoſe who were exceſſively fond 
of this Liquor. The Grand Monargue, as 
it was then aid, made himſelf merry, 
on the News of the paſling this Bill, and 


ridiculed the ch of: — Engliſh, in ex- 
changing their Silver, my Wooll, for 


his Wine: For if our Miniſtry at that Time 


had known any thing at all, * muſt have 
H known, 


. > 3 _ 
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known, that the Frenth had. mui 
than tb take any ching in lieu of it frum us, 


but our Coin, or our Fleece, the latter of 
which is of greateſt Value to them, and — 
triment © us in their Hands. 

But it Juckily happen d, this Lew 155 
rendered more innocent than the Makers in- 
tendled it: For, by a Cleuſe thereof, the 
Wines of France were to be imported 
vnly in neutral Ships; which gave ſome Of- 
— ry King, who declr, he 
expected s Law, to promote his own 
Navigation ; and finding his Views from it de- 
 feated, he iflued out an EdiR, forbidding the 
ion of French Wine to Eng/and, un- 
leſi in French Veſſels. By this Procedure he 
ſhewed himſelf a better Governor than his 


Dopes were here, and how little he jet by their 


Bubmiſſions, hen they 
ſubſerve bis Purpoſes. 


did not effectually 
In ſhort, he had con- 
trated ſuch an of the Meanneſs and 
Folly of the then Legiſlature, that be was 
ſtartled and chagrin'd-at their leaſt Incom - 

pliance with his Pleaſure, - 
ny this Time I reckon the Reader muſt 
be aſtonifhd, at the Behaviour of this Par. 
hament;, and begin to inquire how it was 

| for- fuch a Set of Men to get them- 
ſelves dlefted in this Kingdom. To account 
foc this it muſt be remark d, that the Influ- 
ence of the Court was all in Favour of this 
new Combination of Tories ot the higheſt 
Form, As 1 have been condemn'd, tho 


very 
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unjuſt] ly, for bei g too ſevere on the 
Clgy, in ſome 2 Tracts, What I am | 
now to relate of them ſhall be in the Words 
of others, and particularly, of ſuch Perfons - 
as have been always preſum'd to be well af, 
fected to the Holy Prieſthood. 0. 
The Reverend Mr. Tindal, in his: Conti- 
nuation of Rain, Number 65, page 19 
ſays, After the Elections were over, 
« Members of the High-Church Party far 
„ out-uumber'd theſe of the coptrary Side, 
« which, beſides the Influence of. the Court, 
« was owing to other Cauſes: All the Ly - 
© PFERIOUR, CLERGY, a few excepted, 
« were more than ardinarily zealous, and 
« diligent, in promoting the Intereſt of fuck 
« whom they thought beſt affected to the 
Church; nat only, without any-Regard to 
the neceſſary Qualifications of perſonal 
“Merit or of Eſtate/in the Candidates, but, 
in ſeveral Inftances, in breach of the com- 
« mon Duties af Gratitude, ſtrenuobſiy op- 
« poſing their very Patrons, and Benefactors. 
“ Beſides a Cour, for * Mos, of 
very inflaming Sermons, they went about 
« from Houſe to Houle, preſſing their Peo- 
« ple to ſnewy, on this Occaſion, theit Zeal 
d for the Church, and now or never to fave 
« it, And by this, Sort of Preachment there 
« was a vaſt Concourſe of. rude Multitudes 
e brought together, who . behayed in fo 
« boiſtrous a Manner, that. it was not fafe, 
« and in many Places not poſſible, for thoſe 
M2 « who 
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* who had a Right, to come and 
* give 8 3 for a ate This was 
de , throu t the Kingdom, all 
IF. 25 ſame Ane, that it = viſible, 
the thing had been concerted for ſome 
Time, and that the proper Methods and 
 *© Tools had been prepared for it.“ Our 
other Hiſtorians agree with Tindal, that 
the Clergy by their inflaming Sermons, and 
other wicked Arts, were the chief Promo- 
ters of all the open Violence, Mobbing, and 
Outrage, that were every where - practiſed 
at this Election. And this Method they pur- 
ſued for ſome Time, and wou d certainly 
have gone on, till they had brought us to 
Ruin, or into a Civil War, had they not 
been prevented by the Riot Act, ſoon after 
the Acceſſion of the late King. The paſſing 
this Act, and the Execution 1oon following 
it in Fleet-Street, tended greatly to eſtabliſh- 
E A7 Government, and reſtoring the pub- 
hi 
3 


Tranquility: For the Temper and Diſ- 
fition of the Clergy, at that Time, was 
pretty much àkin, to thoſe of their Prede- 
ceſſors in the Reign of Charles the Firft, 
who, as that great and honeſt Hiſtorian, 
Ludlow, tells us, had always in View, the 
Moulding the Church of England to a 
nearer Conjunction with the See of Rome. 
The Violence and Outrage in the Electi- 
on of this Parliament were ſo open and no- 
torious, that ſome of our greateſt Lawyers 
and Politicians much queſtion d, if they 


Were 
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were really a Parliament or not; and were 
inclin'd to think, they could not be deem'd 
a proper CANO of the wt Na- 
tion. 
Thus, my Lords, I have given a brief 
Account of that Parliament, which paſs'd 
the Law, the Repeal of which I now re- 
commend to your Lordſhips ſerious Conſi- 
deration ; I have alſo hinted at the critical 
Period of Time in which this Law was 
paſsd, the r Pretences and private 
Views of its C ief Advocates, as alſo the 
ſeveral other pernicious Laws which they 
paſs d, or ended vour d to paſs, at the fame 
Time; I bave alſo laid before you the vio- 
lent and outrageous Methods practiſed all 
over the Kingdom, to procure the Election 
of this Ser of Men. I ſhall urge the Mat- 
ter no farther, but ſubmit the whole to your 
Lordſhips better Judgment, and perſuade 
myſelf, that on mature Deliberation you'll 
all unite, and. concur in Opinion, that the 
| Repeal of this Law is reaſonable and neceſ- 
ſary, perfectly agreeable to our antient Laws 
and Conſtitution, as it will -reſtere the E- 
lectors to their natural Rights and Privileges, 
and muſt unavoidably be of great Benefit to 
this Kingdom. 
The next Thing 1 have to offer t to your 
Lordſhips Conſideration, in order to encou- 
rage and enereaſe the Trade of this King- 
dom, is a more general, impartial, inviola- 
ble Toleration and * of Conſcience — 
a 
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all P upon Earth, the Papiſt only exe | 
„ together, with an Act for an uni- 
verſal Naturalization of the whole Race of 
Mankind, of whatever Kingdom or Na- 
tion under Heaven, without Exception: 

this I mean, that People, from all Cors 
ners of the World, the Few, the Pagan, 
the Mabometan, the Perfian, the Chaneſe, | 
Sc. &c. &c, may be received in England, 
with their Families and Effects, and max 
be permitted to ſettle in any of our trading 
IPOS Cities, to buy „ 

whatever Employment pleaſe, 
without Reſtraint or. Moleſtation, may be 
taken under the Protection of our Laws, be 
intitled to all the Privileges of Commerce; 
and in all Re to Trade, be 
de Pe with the old Iahabi- 


"The Admiſſion of Foreigners, i in this 
8 and iree. an che Wen them 


quite 


* Of all. Religions i in the World, Popery i is unque- 
ſtionably the worſt; being in its on. Nature abuntant- 
ly more deſtructive to Human than Mabhoma- 
tiſm or Pagan Idolatry. But tho' the Good and Well be+ 
ing of Society may, therefore, render it and reaſona- 
ble to exempt the Papiſts from the Bene t of this exten · 
five Toleratian, yet I fee no Reaſon why they may 1 
be included in the general Act of Natu 
further, tho' I. am not for enlatging their — 
ties in a legal Way, yet to me it appeats per 
ſiftent with the ſtricteſt Rules of 2 and rad Polley 
that they be permitted quietly to enjoy that Indulgence, 
or Connivance, which they have had for this n 
Years paſt, 
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quite eaſy, as to their Religion, wou'd pre- 
ſently appear to be of unſpeakable Service 
to this Kingdom: Twas by means of Fo- 
reigners, that our Silk and Woollen Fabricks 
were eſtabliſh d, and brought to any Degree 
of ma in the Reign of Edward the 
Thi . . Nin 

Such a Toleration, and general Act of 
Naturalization, wou'd be of vaſt Conſe- 
quence, and cou d not poſſibly fail to in- 
cteaſe the Trade, Riches, and Strength of 
this Kingdom. Were our Towns and Cities 
alwa to receive Fore! and were 
they in all Reſpects relating to Trade on the 
ſame footing with the Natiyes, we ſhou'd 
preſently find, that from thoſe Countries 
where Tyranny and Superſtition prevail, the 
oppteſſed Part of Mankind wou d be. induced 
to tranſport their Families and Effects hi- 
ther. The Goodneſs of our Climate, the 
Mildneſs of our Laws, and other Advan- 
tages enjoy'd by. Engliþ Men, wou'd be 
ſufficient laducemenes to Multitudes, which 
wou'd be a vaſt Acceſſion to our real Power 


and Strength, and enable us to Balance the 


greatneſs of any other Country in Europe. 
That ingenious French Gentleman, Mon- 
ſieur Huet, in his Memoirs of the Dutch 
Trade, page 16, ſays, After the Union 
of the ſeven Provinces, the World ſaw 
* this new Republick defend itſelf with 
« Succeſs againſt: Spain; for all choſe who 
© hated the Span Government, or were 


per- 
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e perſecuted under it, retired thither, as. 
© to an Aſylum, from its Rigour and Seve- 
* rity. The many Perſecutions which 
* Spain renew'd, with too great Severity, 
in ſeveral Places, againſt thoſe who had 
* embraced the new Opinions, peopled rhe 
United Provinces, with a World of ex- 

© cellent Artizans, who ſer up their ſeveral 
tc new Manufactures, and brought choſe 
e they had already to a greater Perfection. 
The Perſecutions that laſted ſo long in 
France, then in Germany, and laſt of all 
„in Eng/and, augmented conſiderably the 
* Inhabitants / of the United Provinces, 
* and made likewiſe great Numbers of 
« Merchants, Traders, and Workmen, go 
« into Holland, which not only cauſed their 
* Towns to became exceeding populous, but 
t“ doubly increas'd their Trade. 5 
This general Naturalization, and Li- 
* berty of Conſcience, and the making all 
People quite eaſy in Matters of Religion, 
“ has been always obſerv'd to be the prin- 
&- cipal Motives, which induced ſo many 
Merchants and Artizans, to go in Millions 
« tothe United Provinces; and notwith- 
e ſtanding they ſar down in a Country pro- 
* ducing nothing neceſſary to Trade or 
Navigation, yet, by their Means, it is 
*£ become the Center of both; for the new 
Country they were come to inhabit, be- 
sing but of ſmall Extent, and not pro- 
* ducing near what they had — 

12. ; cc 0 
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« thoſe great and incredible Numbers, which 
« fled thither for Security, had no other 
« Way to live but by Trade, for without it 
« they,cou'd. never have ſubſiſted, and paid 
« thoſe heavy Taxes, fo often leid N 
« them, in Defence of their , 
Monſieur Huet again, ſpeaking of * ge- 
neral Liberty all new Comers had, to pur- 
ſue whatever Trade or Buſineſs they pleas'd, 
without the leaſt Reſtraint, ſays, To 
& conclude all, Trade has not any where 
« in the World ſo mortal an Enemy as 
« Conſtraint; and t muſt be ever acknow- 
te ledged, as an inconteſtable Truth, that 
* wherever Trade is clog d or conſtrain'd, 
« under any Government, it will retire to 
te others, where it may have greater Safety 
« and Freedom, and be more favourably 
« uſed, which at this Time it cou'd no 
© where find ſo well as in Holland. And 
© by theſe Means the World ſaw this new 
*© Republick, in a ſhort Time, in a Condi- 
e tion to defend itſelf againſt the whole 
e Power of Spain, and all its other Ene- 
„ mies. Iam fully convinc'd, and I think 
« it wou'd not be a hard Matter to convince 
© others, that Commerce may be made to 
« flouriſh in France, as well as in any Re- 
e publick whatever. And by that Means 
our Monarchy ma 
« powertul than it bas 
« certainly for the Inter 
*: that Commerce op 
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1 '« Dominions : For never were greater Things 
formed by Sovereigns, than when the 
rade of — Subjects has afforded them 
10 he pen to put them in Execution ; 
„ which may cafily be proved by infinite 
e Examplesg both ancient — modern. Be. 
. fides, Trade has the only attractive Qua- 

4 lity, to draw into any State Gold and Sil- 


« ver, which are the Primum Mobile of all 


Actions. This is ſo true, that Spain, in 
% whoſe Dominions thoſe two Mettals are 
produced in greateſt Abundance, is very often 
« hten'd for the Neceflaries and Con- 
ic yeniences of Life; and that, for 
« having neglected Trade and Ma nufactures, 
I couꝰꝭd mention ſome other French Wri- 
ters on Trade to the ſame Purpoſe ; but, it 
wou d be needleſs, as it is all abundantly con- 
firm'd by our own Countryman, Sir William 
Temple, who, in his Account of the Trade 
of the United Provinces, ſays, Trade 

c can no where flouriſh under Arbitrary, and 
« tyrannical Power, but muſt of Neceflity 
< decay and diffolve, becauſe it empties a 
% Country of People; but the granting a 
« general Liberty Freedom and Eaſe, not 
only in Matters of Conſcience, but all 
ce others that ſerve to the commodiouſneſs 
&« and quiet of Life, where every Man may 
& follow his o-. n Way, and purſue what 
% Buſineſs he will, this fills a Country with 
c People: And, accordingly, no other known 
Country in the World, of the fame Ex- 
tent 
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« tent with Holland, holds any Proportion 
« with it, in Numbers of People, which is 
« the great Foundation of Trade, and the 
ce beſt Account that can be given of theirs.” 

Such a Toleration, and general Act of 
Naturalization, wou*d certainly be a Means of 
greatly increaſing this Nation, in Power and 
Riches, by multiplying its Commerce. And 
the greateſt Men in all Ages have allow'd; 
that People are the only real Strength. and 
Riches of any Kingdom whatever. We ſee 
how weak and impotent even Spain is, with 
its Mines of Gold and Silver, and with the 

| beſt Ports and Soil in the World, for want of 
rene bens Wie EOS, 

I am ſenſible, ignorant People, 
and particularly the zealous Bigots, wou'd raiſe 
ſome Objections to this unlimited Admiſſion 
of Foreigners. They might pretend, that 
theſe Strangers wou'd waderwork and under- 
ſell us, and probably in Time become 
ſtrong enough to maſter the old Inhabitants. 
But the grand Objection of all wou'd- be; 
that the granting ſuch a general Act of Natu- 
ralization, and the tolerating all Religions, 
wou'd endanger the Being and Conſtitution 
of our Church, aseftabliſh*'d by Law. This 
was the Argument urg'd” by 'Queen 
ANN E's famous: Parliament, for the re- 
pealing the preſent Act of Naturalization 
but this was above thirty Years ago; and 
Thanks be to Almighty God, the Principles 
of Truth and Liberty are now better and 

OY 4.0152: 24> none 
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more univerſally underſtood, and Blindneſs, 
Bigotry, and Superſtition, with all their 
horrid and gloomy Attendants, are in a Man- 
ner fled from our happy Ifle ; fo that this 
Argument, of the Danger of the Chufch, 
which was then urg'd in ſo furious a Manner, 
as to diſturb the publick Tranquility, wou'd 
now be deem'd below. the Notice of any 
Man, who bears the Character of great or 
wiſe, religious or good. Our Church is eſta- 
bliſh'd by Laws and Oaths, firm and immu- 
table; the King, the Nobility, and Gentry 
of the Kingdom, are of the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and we have all reaſonable, nay 
poſſible Security, that they will continue and 
remain { z and to pretend, that the Admif- 
fion of Foreigners, in this unteſtrained Way, 
wou'd endanger the Church, proceeds from 
narrowneſs of Mind, and bind Superſtition, 
Theſe F oreigners, ſoon aſter their Settlement 
here, wou'd look upon themſelves to have in 
all Reſpects the ſame Intereſt as the old Inhabi- 
tants; and the great Number of Sectaries 
wou'd only give our Clergy a more ample 
Field, for diſplaying their Learning and 
Piety, and excite them to greater Induſtry ; 
which wou'd bring more true Glory and 
Wealth to the Church, than can poſſibly 
accrue to it by Fines, Lmpriſonments, or 
Penal Laws. 
Sir William Temple, in his Account of the 
Religion of the United Provinces, ſays, 
« It-is hardly to be imagin'd, how bas | 
« Vio- 
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ce Violence and Bitterneſs, which accompany 
« Religion 3 Counties, ſeem to be 
« a 'd an 'd here, by the general 

« Ned reedom which all Men enjoys No Man 
« here complains of Preſſure in his Con- 
«« ſcience, or of being forced to any publick 
4 Profeſſion of his aith, or of 2 re- 
« ſtrain d from his own Manner of Wor- 
© ſhip in his Houſe, or obliged to any other 
« Abroad ; and whoever asks more in 7 


« of Religion, without the indiſ 
cc bogs go particular Miſſion 2 
y be ſuſpected, not 223 


tt ven, may W 
« for God's ke, but his own.” 


Irs true, Sir William Temple offers ſome 
ee Reaſons, why that Bitterneſs and 
iolence, which accompany Religion in o- 
ther Countries, is quite ſoftned and appeas'd 
in Holland, and why no Diſturbance to the 
State has ever been occaſioned by that gene- 
ral Freedom which all Men there enjoy'd ; 
for, ſays he, Here all the Ri ights and Ju- 
« riſdiction of the Clergy, or Hi 
« are ſuppreſs'd; there is, no Ecclefiaftical 
«> Authority left, to riſe up and trouble, or 
<« to fetter Io Civil Power, All the Goods 
« and Poſſeſſions of the Church are wholly 
& in the Hands of the State; which makes 
** a great Increaſe of the publick Revenue: 
« a Thing the moſt neceſſary for the Su 
« port of the Government. The Order of t 
„ Clergy makes no Part of the States of 
Holland, nor have they any Vote in their 
| | ec Afſem- 
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« Aſſemblies”. Theſe are the principal Rea- 
ſons this great Man renders, for that gene- 
ral Peace and Tranquility. which has ever. 
prevail d in Holland, in Matters of Reli- 
"Indeed our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution is of 
a different Kind; neither do I urge or ſoli- 
cite any the leaſt Alteration in it. Thanks 
be tg God, we have Numbers of our Clergy, 

that are Men of Knowledge, Learning, and 
Piety, and who aſſert no Claim or Preten- 
fions but what are perfectly conſiſtent with 
our Laws, and who from their Hearts do 
acknowledge our moſt Gracious Sovereign 
KING GEORGE to be the only ſu- 
pream Head of the Church: Thoſe of this 
Character wou'd not open their Mouths a- 
gainſt a further Extenſion of the Toleration 
and Naturalization Acts, when it appear'd to 
them to be ſo highly conducive to the Power, 
Strength, and Wealth of the Kingdom. 

About ſeven Years fince, .the Clergy of 
BZ3Bourdeaux in France began to grow uneaſy, 

at the great Increaſe of the Proteſtants and 
Jews in that Town, and were often inſinua- 
ting to the People, that thoſe Jews and He- 
reticks, unleſs reſtrain'd by ſome new Laws, 
wou'd not only engroſs the largeſt Share of 
the Trade pf that Place, but alſo, that the 
Church was thereby in the utmoſt Peril. The 
People at Bourdeaux, after having been pro- 
perly heated by theſe Suggeſtions, drew up a 
long Repreſentation of this Matter, and De- 
84. . een 
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puties were appointed to wait on Cardinal 
Flury with it. Before the Deputies arrival, 
the Cardinal had Notice of the Affair, and 
declar'd to Mr. Amelet his very great diſlike 
of their Errand, and afſured him he wou'd 
not ſee them. When the Deputics applied to 
Mr. -Amelot, defiring to be introduced to his 
Eminence, he ſignified. to them, that the 
Cardinal was highly diſpleas'd with their Bu- 
ſineſs; and had directed him to tell them, 
that in his Judgment he was ſo far from en- 
couraging any new Impoſitions or Reſtraints 
on the Jews and Proteſtants, then in the 
Kingdom, that he rather wiſh'd they were 
indulg'd with more and larger Privileges, that 
thereby greater Numbers of both might be 
invited to leave other Countries, and ſettle 
in France with their Families and Effects. 
Mr. Amelot debated the Matter' for ſome 
Time with the Deputies, and aſſured them, 
that vaſt Numbers of the Jews, then in 
France, had been induced to ſettle there, 
under a Promiſe, or at leaſt a ſtrong Inti- 
mation from the Miniſtry, that their Perſons 
and Properties ſhou'd be perfeRly ſecure, and 
that, conſequently,” an attack on them wouꝰd 
be a notorious Breach of national Faith and 
Juſtice, Mr. Ame lot further obſerv?d, that 
ſhou'd any new. Reſtraint be laid upon them 
they wou'd inftantly be all alarm'd, and 
many Millions of Money, then uſefully. em- 
ploy'd in Trade, wou'd be inſtantly calld 
in, and remitted into other Countries, — 

| pry” 
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both and Proteſtant be all preparing 
to 8 to the very great Detriment of the 
82 Nation. He farther remark'd, that 

the late Indulgence of the Jews and Pro- 
teſtants, the Kingdom of France had reap d 
un 8 by a y of Tat 
of Inhabitants, and * Trade 
3 

| J norant 1 ies were 

IANS Mr. 5 © - the 
Manner an to u 
. 
ment of the Jews and Hereticks" at which | 
Mr. Amelbt laughing heartily, defired them 
to return Home, and to ' latisfled, that 
the King and the Miniſtry wou'd take all 
needful Care of the Gallican Church. The 
Clergy at Bourdeaux were not a little diſguſted 
at the Reception their Tools met with at 
Paris, and never afterwards ſpoke of the Car- 
dinal or Mr. Amelot, without a ſenfible Dif- 
uſt, and wou'd often inſinuate, they were a 
tt of Hugonots or Presbyterians, not ſound 
for the Church. Thie Story I know to be true, 
and I only mention it here, that the Reader 
may ſce the Opinion of two very great Men 
on this Head. 

In all Countries People die every Day, but 
this Loſs is again repair'd by the ſucceeding | 
Generation. The landed Intereſt is inſenſi- 
ble of any Loſs, while as one goe off ano- 
ther ſubcreds in his Room, and pays as 
much yearly Rent for his Lodging and Con- 

ſumption; 
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ſumption; but when a Nation comes to 
looſe a great Number of People at once, 

by Peſtilence or War, this can't pre- 

ſently be recover d, otherways than by an 

Invitation of Foreigners to come and ſettle 

in the Room of the deceaſed: Which can 

only be effected by a general Naturalization 

and Liberty. of Conſcience. And with re. 

gard to England no Time can be more pro: 

per or ſeaſonable than e: preſent; eſpe- 
cially conſidering the t Numbers of 
Men loſt in the Yeft-Tnadtes, in our late un- 

fortunate Expedition at Cartbagena, under 

Vernon and Wentworth; the many Men loſt 

in Sea Fights, on board our Men of War, - 
Privateers, and 8 and the 
much greater Numbers that died in 
French and Spaniſa Priſons, or at the Battles 
of Detingen, Fontenay, &c, However tri- 
fling each of theſe Numbers may appear, 
in Compariſon of a Nation, yet when 
all together, they will prove a very conſi- 
derable Diminution of the Inhabitants of 
this Kingdom within theſe few: Years. This 
Loſs wou'd in all Probability be repair'd 
in a very ſhort Time, by the Toleration 
and general Naturalization here. propoſed ; 
and thereby ſuch * manifeſt - Alvantages - 
wou'd accrue to us, in! Trade Riches and 
Strength, the good Effects thereof would 
be ſo quickly viſible, ſo ſenſibly expe- 
rienced, as muſt certainly reconcile all 
thereunto, excepting 2 few, who are * 


the Dominion of Rp zel and whoſe 
Principles are built on a narrow Founda- 
tion: as never did, nor ever will, un- 
derſtand the real intereſt of their Country. 
Sir William Petty computes, that we are 
about ſeven Millions of People, and that, 
take us all together, from the Prince on the 
Throne to the Beggar in the Strett, we pay 
the Lands and Manu factures ſever Pou 
2 per Head, for, Food, A =” 
| . Its alſo lowed on Fi 
= Great Britain cou'd feed and maintain 


fall one Third more of Inhabitants than it 
has ever yet done. Let us ſuppoſe, that by 
the Toleration and general Naturalization 
here propos d, we ſhou'd increaſe in a few 
Years but one Million of People, this addi- 
tional Nurnber only wou'd pay the Manu- 
facturer and Land of Exgiand an additional 
Income of at leaſt Seven Millions of Mo» 

ney, per Amum. Nay, were the Increaſe 
but half a Million, the additional Paymene 
to the Lands and Manufacturers, wou'd 
amount to three Millions and a half, per 
Aww. Beſides, as the Number of our 
Inhabitants wou d go on increaſing. ſo, in 
like P 
Rent in land wou'd go. on advancing. 
Dees not all Lands let better in or hear a 
populous Town or City than at a Diſtance 
from it. In all Countries where there are 
few Inhabirants to a large Tract of Land, 


nothing is to be beg but Sloth and * 
| vt 


„che Valve of Lands bad, 
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but when great Numbers come to be colt» 
fin'd to a narrow Compaſs of Ground, ne+ 
ceſſity forces them upon Invention, Fruga- 
lity, and Induftryſ;' which, in a Nation, ars 
always attended with Wealth and Power. 

Of all the different Manufactures in 
England, none has been ſo conſiderably in- 
creas'd and improv'd, within the Compaſs 
of twenty Years, as that of Birmingbam. 
This, as I have been inform'd, is in a great 
Meaſure owing to their having had two or 
three leading Men, that have been Perſons 
of good Senſe and Diſcernment, and who 
were always for itting Strangers, from 
any Part of England, or Foreigners, from 
any Part of the World, to come and ſettle 
amongſt them, without the leaft Moleſta- 
tion or Reſtraint. - By this wiſe Indulgence, 
great Numbers of le, from different 
Parts of the Kingdom, and even from 
Holland and France, were induced to ſettle 
there. Theſe Strangers and F — — 
brought with them many new Arts and Im- 
provements, by Means whereof this TO-]eͤn 
is arriv'd to a great Height of Wealth and 
Splendor, and its Manufacture is become 
one of the moſt conſiderable in England. I 
have often reflected with Grief and Aſto- 
niſhment, on that monſtrous Ignorance and 
Stupidity that narrow mean and ſelfiſh 
Spirit that even yet prevail in many Cor- 
porations in England, No ſooner is a 


Stranger come amongſt them, but their 
K 2 Pariſh 
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Pariſh Officers are directed to plague and 
hunt him daily, and never let him reſt, till 

have driven him away; even tho' it 
appear that he had brought with him ſome 
new Arts and Manufactures, or is enpable 
of conſiderably improving | thoſe already 
' eſtabliſh'd, whereby the Wealth of that 
Country or Place might be yery much in- 
creaſed. - = 
Its rediculous to imagine, that any Town 
or City can be too populous. Beſides, it © 
ought to be confider'd, that in all King- 
doms and Nations, the Price of Labour will 
always be more or leſs in Proportion to the 
Number of Labourers. One Reaſon why 
the French have made that amazing Pro- 
in their Trade and Navigation, for 
this fifty Years paſs d, has been the 
Cheapneſs of Labour among them. In 
England, the Price of Labour can never be 
reduced, without increaſing the Number of 
Let us but for a Moment conſider the 
Advantages other Nations have over us. in 
this Point, with regard to Navigation only. 
And really it deſerves.the utmoſt Attention. 
The Merchant at London is now obliged to 
give fifty five Shillings or three Pounds per 
Month to a common Sailor, at Bri/fol, 
Exeter, and other Ports, they pay forty five 
or fifty Shillings per Month; at the fame 
Time the Merchant in Holland pays his 


Sailors but from twenty to twenty five Shil- 
N | lings 
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lings per Month: A mighty Difference ce r- 
tainly, and ſuch a Difference, as muſt un- 
avoidably produce an Increaſe of their Na- 
vigation, and a Diminution of ours. I - 
could. mention alſo ſome of our particular 
Fabricks, wherein the Price of Labour 


might be reduced, without any real Injury . 


to the Labourer, or his Family, who, by 
ſuch a Reduction, wou'd be only neceſſita- 
ted to a Life of more Sobriety, Frugality, 
and Induſtry, and in which he wou'd enjoy 
more Health and Eaſe, and his Family more 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction. ere 
Theſe great and important Points are 
only to be obtain d by the Toleration and 
general Naturalization here propoſed ; 
whereby the Jeu, the Pagan, the Mabo- 
metan, the Chineſe, Perfian, and People 
from all Corners of the World, may be in- 
vited and permitted to come hither, with 
their Families and Effects, to ſettle in any 
of our trading Towns and Cities, to buy 
Land, and to purſue whatever Employ- 
ments they pleaſe, under the Protection of 
the Laws, intitled to all the Privileges of 
Commerce, and in all Reſpects relating to 
Trade on the ſame footing with the old In- 
habitants. | 
I be next Things I have to offer to your 
- Lordſhips Conſideration, in order to eneou- 
rage and promote the Trade of this King- 
dom, are our Specie, or Coin, and the In- 
tereſt of Money: Two Things of great 


Impor- 


N f ith þ * ' 
alt dns oe a 
- : N 
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Ee Publick, and or hal 
to our Traffic, that they ou t 
os examin'd with the utmoſt: Atten 
I don't pretend to treat thoſe weighty Sub- 
with that Exactneſt and Accuracy | 
they deſerve, that muſt be the work of an 
abler Pen: However, what J here 
will I hope be intelligible, and not altoge- 
ther unſerviceable, if properly regarded. 
Every one knows, that Mines alone fur- 
niſh Gold and Silver; but it has been al- 
ways obferved; that thoſe Countries that 
are beſt ſtored with Silver and Gold Mines, 
are generally Poor; the digging and re- 
fining thoſe Metals, employing and Prop 
Ing a prodigious Number of their Peo 
In China they have Gold and Silver Mines, | 
but the Wiſdom and Policy of the State 
abſolutely forbid them to be wrought. In- 
deed, when Things come to be rightly con- 
fider'd and underſtood, Gold and Silver, 
drawn out of the Mines, don't equally en- 
rich with whart is gotten by Trade. 
In Countries where Trade is daily im- 
pony: by the Art and Induſtry of the 
eople, and where it is pr oper!y encouraged 
e ty dh BN rure, it affords 


more real Wealth to a Country, than even 
the Poſſeſſion of Mines of Gold and Silver. 
| Thoſe Nations that have the Means of 
bringing in Gold and Silver, for the” Com- 
modiries they carry out, are unqueſtionably 
w_- a better footing, than thoſe that con- 
tain 


are exiradted ; forthe Gast of 
dug out of the Mine, wil dot 


frugal, trading | 
one * of f and 
v yet rolli 
44 a perpetual A 
both the greater and —— 
Trade is — Top and the more it 
reſpected and cheriſhed by thoſe in Autho: 
ric 
1 In Countries — — are Mines, ch the 
e are and 
— . — — arp mr. in reality 
they dig for others, that is, the Induſtri- 
ous, and become AO NOt- 
withſtanding their's is the firſt of 
all the Gold and Silver that enri and 
adorns the reſt of Mankind. 
Monſieur Huet (afore quoted) in his Sur 
vey of the Duseb Trade, page 6, | 
1 „L ſhall only give one Inſtance more, —4 
that nothing but Commerce can 
1 —_ a Kingdom. Let us for this turn 
© our Eyes to $ „and it is certain no 
People in the World have {© little Gold 
and Silver as the Spaniards, tho theſe 
* two Metals grow in fuch prodigious 
“ Quantities in theit Dominions: Other 
« Nations, notwithſtanding,” ate far better 
N * therewith, on Account .of che 
4 | * great 


4 the N egligence 0 


Balance is paid us in Bills of Exchange, 


| 3 
* great Vent their Commodities and Pro- 


* ducts have in Spain, and its dependent 
4 Territories, which have occaſion for 


them; and, in ſhort, that great Monar- 
ce. chy has fallen into Decay, purely through 
" 4% irs neglect of Commerce, and not eſta- 


* bliſhing ſufficient Manufactures in Do- 
e minions of ſo lar 7 Extent. It has been 
the Spaniards in theſe 

* Reſpecke, which has been one of the 
« — a7 ane of the. Riches of 
« randce 
In England, Scetland, or Ireland, * 


| have no Mines of Gold or Silver, and no 


other Kingdoms or Nations, that have, will 
give us the Produce thereof for nothing. 
Trade and Commerce are the only Ways 
left to us for obtaining Riches, and it is 
alſo b by Commerce alone that theſe can bs 
retain d or increas d. Let us ſuppoſe * 
Gold, Silver, and all the current Coin, now: - 
in the Kingdom, to amount to a certain 
Sum, ſay two Millions, and that we export 
annually to the Value of eleven hundred 
thouſand Pounds, of our Woollen Manu- 
factures, Tin, Corn, Lead, Fiſh, Iron 
Ware, &c. and that at the fame Time our | 
Imports amount to but a Million ; in this 
Cafe our National Stock increaſes one hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds a Year, and, conſe- 
quently, in the Space of twenty Years is 
doubled. It will be ridiculous to ſay, this 


ſeeing 


WOES © 
this catibot be, unlef you pr 


le 


chat ps of Paper can have a 
intrinſick Value; nothing will pay Debts 
but Money, or Money's Worth; Pal that a 


Bill of Exchange can do, is only to direct, 
where, when,” and by whom, Money is to 
be paid ; if L ew Bill on Hamburgh or 
Amflerdam, let it be ſhifted from one Hand 

to abother s it Will, yet, at laſt,” if we 
trace it to the End, we ſhall, find it muſt be 
paid, eicher in Money, or Goods carried 
* hener; Credit is not Money, but only 
otaty Expedient to ſupply an imme- 
Mitte ant, agd the Lender advances his 
Money, from an xpet ation, or Aſſurance, 
of being D he demands it. Let 
ws the other Hand, that 
ona Nack of Gold, Silver, and 
core Coin, W two Millions, and 
chat we annually import, of conſumable 
Commodities, to the Amount of eleven 
hundred choufand Pounds, but that we 

ort, of our own, only one Million; in 
that Cafe, a hundred thouſand Pounds a 
Year wou'd conſtantly go out of the King- 
dom in Specie, which, in ten Years Time, 
wou d amount to one half the current Coin, 
— the dere of chat being two Mil- 

ions. 

Let the current Coin of the Kingdom be 
what it will, if the Balance of Trade goes 
conſtanitly againſt vs, ia the aboveſaid Ratio, 
we ſhall, in a certain Number of Years, be 
L drain'd 


| 
| 
| 
3 


chat happens to be the 


fer no, otherwiſe then as 
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drain'd * one half of our Specie q nd hen 
we myſt; be 
ruin d, or reduced to Doch 2 ee of 


Meanneſs and Poverty, as cannot ore 


ſeen with : any Patience; whatever we im 


port from broad, muſt be paid for in 


Goods, or Specie, and * Sum the 


CY 
* 


Imports may amount to, over and, abe 
ah Exports, muſt Verma goed in Sp 


nt Ti 2D 


Ka \ Kingdom, or Nase, grows rich or 


uſt as a private Gentleman, a T 
p64 A armer; a Farm and a Nigga al. 


reater{ or leſs. 
Let us ſuppoſe the Iſland: 105 Guernſey to be 
independent of England, and a ittle Com- 
munity, or Governm 575 of itſelf; let us 
further ſuppoſe thie ittle Iſland to be un- 
der a wiſe and prudent Adminiſtrat ion, the 
Inhabitants of it a ſober, frugal, induſtrious 


|, 
* 


People, and the Gold, Hg and current 


Coin of it to be exactly f orty, thouſand 
Pounds, that Land ſells at twenty .. Years 
Value, and the common Intereſt of Money 
is five fer Cent. that this Iſland annually 
exports to England, and Holland, in Cattle, 
Corn, Lead, Tin, Fiſh, and other Com- 
modities, arifing within the ſame, to the 
Value of twenty thouſand Pounds; and at 
ihe ſame Time imports from thoſe Coun- 
tries, in Linnen, Silks, Fruit, Wine, Spices, 
Sugar, &c. to the Value of fifteen thouſand 
Pounds: In this Caſe; the Iſland wy 

raws 


” (235) | 
han. from England 25 Holland five. 


Pounds in Specie; it takes from 
thoſe Countries in mmodities fifteen: 
thouſand Pounds a Year, but in ſpight of 
all they can do 2 1 it, will draw from 
them annually, to balance, five — — 
Pounds clear, of heir Specie. England: and: 


Pound in Money or Commodities, and 
ws they pay Thor 3 in Goods, muſt. be 
92 05 1 in Coin. Nothing will pay che 
Debrs of a Nation, any more of a 
private but 447 or Monies- 
worth; the talking af Bills of f Exchange, ä 
or Credit, only puzales the Cale, and a- 
mounts to no at laſt, Credit is nothing 
elſe but the Alge of Le ag at a certain 
Time. No Pr rivate Family, or Kingdom, 
can be ſupplyd with the Neceſlaries or 
Conveniences of Life, 27 than they have 
Moths or Mognies-worth, to pay If they 
y ready, Money,yer the Money muſt 
Fra y fallow, other wiſe the Supply is at 
once — „ | 
In this Sicugtion, the Nacional, "Stock of 
Gold and Silver, in my little Iſland, in- 
creaſes five thouſand Pounds a Year, and in 
eight Years Time becomes quite double, 
being augmented from aur to eĩghty thou- 
ſand Pounds. 
What now may we imagine the State 
of ſuch an Iſland has been, and is, conſe- 
quent ta ſuch Ber my? Why, that e 


„ 


muſt pay the twenty thouſan-d | 
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annual Increaſe of Money has proportioha- 
bly advanced the Price of the Land. H 2 
Tenement or Farm is to be ſold, a Num- 
ber of Bidders appear at once; the Land 
now ſells currently at forty Years Value; 
the Increaſe of Money baving been fo great, 
by this Balance of Trade, that very few 
People find themſelves under any Neceffity 
of felling their Lands, and great Numbers 
want to Purchaſe; Intereſt” of Money is 
naturally low, to the vaſt Emolument of 
the Publick; by Reaſon of the Plenty of 
Cath, in the Hands of many of the People, 
it is fallen from five to two and a half 
Cent. This lowneſs of Intereſt, and eaſineſs 
of obtaining Money, gives Birth to feyeral 
new Manufactures, by the Exportation of 
which much Wealth is brought in, as by 
the daily Labour of the Manufacturers, it 
is continually circulated, to the enriching 
the whole Community. Befides, the lo- 
neſs of Intereſt invites many Gentlemen and 
Farmers to borrow great Sums, and to lay 
them out in the improving of their Lands; 
by which Means the natural Products of 
them are conſiderably multiplied, and the 
National Stock for trading 'greatly en- 
larged. r ene * 48 IS 3 
As I am on che Article of Intereſt, I 
can't omit taking Notice, that in Hulland 
there is not, nor ever was, any Law t 
limit the Rate of Intereſt; and the preient 
Lownefs thereof in — 
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Effect of # Law, or che politick Contri- 
vance of the Government, to promote 
Trade, but it is the meer Effect of the 
Pleaty of brought in there, by the 
great Balance of Trade. Silver and Gold 
are in this Reſpect like other Commodities, 
and will always bear a Price in Proportion 
to the Plenty or Scarcity of either. When- 
ever any Government borrows Money, it 
ſhould be partieularly care ful to obtain it 
at as low a Rate as is poſſible, becauſe the 
Intereſt between private Men will in ſome 
Meaſure be regulated by that of the State. 
Fobn De Witt, when he was at the Head 
of the Dutch Affairs, was thought to do a 
very acceptable Service to the Comman- 
wealth, by reducing the Price of Intereſt 
one per Cent. He wrote to all the Creditors 
of t ick, that unleſs they wou'd 
conſent to that Abatement of the Interef} 
of their ſeveral Debts, they ſhou'd be al 
paid off, on a certain Day, when Moncy 
wou d be provided for that Purpoſe. Not 
one in of the Creditors came to be 
paid off, aud thoſe that did, return'd their 
Money again at the Intereſt fed. A 
Government may amuſe itſelf with Schemes 
of raiſing Money, this or the other Way, and 
imagine this or that to be beſt ; but all Go- 
vernments will be to pay an Intereſt 
_ cue; vac r to 
the Plenty or Scarcity ney in their 
teſpective Dominions. 

j 51 ut 
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But let us return to our little Iland, and 
caſt our Eyes 6 IDE i lr all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men, and nothing will appear, 
but Eaſe. Plenty and Chearfulneſs; the 
Prince, che Nobleman, the Gentleman, the 
Merchant, the Manufacturer, the Farmer, 
and che Labourer, all, in their ſeveral, Sta- 
tions, live and enjoy as much Plenty and 
Felicity as can be imagined; no Complaints, 
or Murmurings to be heard, but all as 
bappy, as is conſiſtent with the State and 
Circumſtances of Men upon Earth; and all 
this, the natural Conſequence of their Vir- 
tue, Sobriety, and a well regulated Trade: 
And what is more, their m—_ Wealth, 
and Reputation, ſtill increafing,by the annual. 
Balance of Trade, enables them to go on pro» 
ä portionally enlarging that Commerce, which, 
in its turn, perpetually adds to the publick, 
Grandeur, and: Mate 1 I. now, 
ſee the Prince, or Ru 3 contemplating the 
State and Condition of bis little happy, 
Illand, with that unexpreflible Delight, of 
which only eee png benevolent Minds 


are conſcious. 1 5 nks J hear Ain ox 0 
* our late ill 16 fe *. 


Note ine oY ; 


ec Remenker x, the ente ca 0 
« As not by Partial but l general Lows, 411 
« And mates, haf Happi 


10tiy call, 
* Su iſt, not in "Ip good « hp 3 15 
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- All Governments are in their Nature mu- 
.rable, as they depend on the various Hu- 
mours and Paſſions of Men. Therefore, let 
us now 1 a new. Scene of Affairs. The 
Prince or Ruler of this Iſland, his prudence 
Miniſtry, together with the whole Body of 


—— —— . 


wiſe Maxim hers; all 

Ranks and upon the Iſland, from 

the higheſt to the loweſt, are fallen into a 

moſt ex Way of Life. cheir Dreſs, 
os — 


Furniture, page, Attendants, Enter- 
tainments, and Diverſions, being all exceſ- 
ſively luxurious and expenſtwe, to ſuch a 
Height, that the Dreſs and Appearance eren 
—— Jou de Qual Chambermaid exceeds 
thoſe of Quality in ceeding Ages; 
nothing _ barre is tow ny Sink 

reater cu more Contempt, 
thay the [ſober wind. of their An- 
ceſtors, the r Methods of living, pra- 
ctiſed by their Forefathers ; the common 
Converſation in private Families, eſpecially 
in the Metropolis of the Iſland, runs chiefly 
on Plays, Muſick, Gardens, Balls, Routs, 
Aſſemblies, Operas, Maſquerades, Cc. the 
Nobility and Gentry for” the Example of 
this Sort of Life, which was ſoon followed 
by. the inferior Ranks of the People; 
yea, the very loweſt' Claſs of the Inhabi- 
tants have their particular Times of Diver- 
_ ſo that nothing is to be ſeen but a 


con- 


(%) 


continued round of Idleneſs, Gaiety, and 
Volupruoufneſs, Wbat are we now to t. 


from this inverted State of Things ? 
y, that by theſe Diverſions the P 
Fe me pn. rg of Labour, 
| tant, 5 
r 
Taxes increns d; that the — — 
Genclernen have their Thoughts and Time 
ſo en dy cheſe effeminnting Paſtimes, 
that t have. no Concern; either ſor the - 
Community or for their: own. Poſtbthy 
and Families ; the Morals af the whole 
ciety ate thus [vitiated; che Merchant and 
Dealer e a 
Counting-Houſe are diſregarded 
Wickedneſs, Infidelity, w Contempt of God 
and Religious Inſtitutions every where 
vail; Poverty ruſhes: in as an armed Man 
Virtue is no more; Courage giues Place ti 
Cowardice ; and our once 2 · of 
an er to fame = 1 cen e 
vader. 


Solomon was eatiialy inches Right, 
he ſaid that Righteouſnch and Virtue aloge 
exalt a Nation, and that Sin, or in other 
Words, Idleneſs, Vice, and Luxury, will 
certainly terminate in che Shame and Re- 
proach of any People. Profane Hi- 
ſtory abundantly confirms the ſame, and 
evinces, that no Degree of Wealth or Trade 
has ever been ſufficient to ſupport a Nation; 
where Luxury and Vice have become 
general; 


5 
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general; but, on the contrary, the greateſt 
Empires, in different Ages, 255 ere 
them. And here, my Lords, I ſollicit your 
1 Attention, while we trace thiy 
tter in all its Conſequences, and fee hat 


das hey de ypoer our line A and 


all its Concerns. 
Its true, the Exports contint'd the fame 


as formerly, viz. twenty thouſand Pounds 
a Tear; but the Luxury and pong: acer 
of the People n much 
Demand for Wine, Fruit, Spice, D 
Silks, Lace, and other Om Ie Commo+ 
dities, that muſt come from Abroad. This. 
made à vaſt Alteratjon'in their Imports from 
England and Holland, which formerly a- 
mounted to only Alten thouſand Pounds, 
but now were rifen to eighteen thouſand. 
yearly; beſides which, the Nobility and 
af he os ſo far infatnated, 
to ridiculous Vanity, they 
remitted two thouſand Pounds bay 
France. And what render'd this Con duek 
the more fooliſh and unaccountable was, a 
certain Knowledge, that the French won'd 
take off none of their Commodities which 
they could be without, would eaſe them of 
nothing but their Gold and Silver ;: and, alſo, 
that they had many Times 1 by a 
Violence and Treachery 1 conquer and 
enſlave this their little ha 5 87 
So that now the 8e our Ifland was 


upon 4 Parr, the x and * 


their Lands were not cultivated 9 that 
Husbandry and Induſtry a 
now their Exports 
as. quickly, to be reduced, to ei 
ſand Pounds a Year; their Impocts a 


of this little lend wore te ed a difadvan- 
tageous Poſture, the People took it in their 
Heads to be exceeding. buſy with the Af- 
fairs of their Neighbours, and 
fond of intruding themſelves into the Pre- 
tenſions, and Quarrels of the contending 
Powers on the Continent; notwithſtanding 
may. themſches. were ſurrpunded with the. 
Sea, and cou'd not extend their Frontiers, 
and it was manifeſtly againſt their Intereſt to 
acquire any new Poſſeſſions, but ſuch as 
might ſerve to increaſe or ſecure their Com- 
merce, and might be defended: by their own - 
Navy. However, a great Part of the People 
of this Iſland were wild enough to think it 
good Policy to ſecure and defend, at a pro-+ 
dizious Expence of Blood and Treaſure, all 
the Frontier and Barrier Towns of their 
good Allies the Dutch; and two. hundred 
Men were ſent thither for chat very Pur 
poſe; the Subſiſtance of which Corps ſtood 
the Iſland i in fifteen hundred Pounds x» Your, 
es. 
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heſides five hundred Pounds a Year mote, 


paid to other Princes, for the hired Troops. 
So that now the State of our Iſland ſtood 


thus, | 
Imported from England and 
Holland, in Gods and 


Mexchandizes, to the A- n 
mount of 18000 © © 
Imported from France, in "1 
Wine only, | 2000 0 0 
Monthly for the two hun- 
dred Men in Flanders, for 5 
one Year, 1500 © o 


Remitted alſo for the hired 


18000 0 © 
— ——— 


Deñcieney 4000 o @ 


Four thouſand Pounds a Year, in Money, 
muſt go out of the Iſland, therefore; to 
make good this Deficiency ; for twenty twa 
thouſand Pounds worth of Commodities, 
having been imported from England, Ho. 
land, and France, as aboveſaid, they muſt 
de paid for in Money, or Goods; and as the 


W Goods and Merchandize did not 
M 2 exceed 


| WI 
exceed Eighteen thouſand Pounds, fo ſbur 
thouſand Pounds, of the National Stoek of 
gpecie, muſt every Year be remitted to make 


it up. tt 
| Tee us go on ſuppoſing Things continued 
in this Situation for ten Years, the Bulante of 
Trade always againſt the Ifland, as above, 
Its true, there ee Men that were 
for regulating theſe Matters; openly alledg- 
ing, and ſtrenuouſly urging, their utter Ina- 
bility to affiſt the Dutch in this Manner, and 
more eſpecially, conſidering the t 
Luxury and Extrava of the People, and 
that the Balance of Trade was 
them ; and further, that the Dutch wou'd 
not move one Step- themſelves towards their 
own Security, but continued in a State of 
Eaſe and Quiet, every Day extending their 
on Commerce, to a Degree beyond Con- 
ception, ufing all poſſible Methods to confine 
the whole Trade of Europe within the 
Limits of their own little Circle. © 
Jt was not only the fifteen hundred Pounds 
a Year, that was remitted to maintain the 
two hundred Auxiliaries granted the Dutch, 
that our Iſland ſuffered by in its Wealth, but 
by the Want of their Labour; it appearing, 
upon Enquiry, that one' hundred and ſeventy 
of thoſe Men were taken from the Loom. 
The leſſening the Number of Labvurers 
increag'd the Rate of Labour, which raiſed 
the Price of their Manufuctures, ſo that 
others could underſell them at all foreign. 
ee 2 Markets, 
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, which of Courle leſſened the Vent 


But none of theſe Conſiderations could 

prevail with thoſe, who had the chief Di- 

rection and Management of the Iſland, to 
promote or come into any Methods for re- 
medying theſe manifeſt Evils ; they till op- 
poſed frugal Scheme, alledging, two 
thouſand Pounds a Year was but a Trifle, 
and below the Regard of the Legiſlature. 


Theſe I would believe, were equally 
honeſt their Opponents, but they went 
all -— upon a miſtaken Notion, that the 


"EW of their little Hand was inexbauſt- 
Things went on in this Manner for ten 
Years ſucceſſively ; at the End of which the 
Jen Wealth was reduced from 
ty to ferty thouſand Pounds,and the State 
F the Hand was quite alter d; Lands that 
ſold at forty Vears Value, now 
v_ not fetch twenty ; the Intereſt of Mo- 
og the 8 Reduction of the Natio- 


ten Years, the Trade of the Iſland 
neither underſtood nor regarded, nor were 
— — to reſtore or recover it, 
alone the Credit and Wealth of the 


land night have been preſerved) 5 but, i - 
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of this, a thouſand Shifts and temporary 
Expedients were daily contrived, to raiſe 
Money, as often as * Exigonck of the 
Iſland requir'd it; and t 
monied 1 took all —— * the 
Neceſſities of the State, to exact higher Inte- 
reſt for whatſoever they lent it. This, .toge- 
ther with the am Da coy of the 
National Stock, by great Balance of 
Trade againſt them, fs - Affairs of the 
Iſland grow daily worſe and worſe, till at 
laſt they became fo reduced, that they were 
not able to raiſe Money nough for paying 
even the annual K „ what they owed: 
Whereupon, they were at once neceſſitated 
to fink under the monſtrous Load of ; Debts, 
and a general Bankruptcy prevailed through- 
cout the Iſland, e en the mn. 
eſt Peaſant. L 

Thus I have exhibited to your Lordſhips 
the Riſc and Fall of this little Empire, de- 
ſcribing the particular Methods whereby 
thoſe great Events were effected. The fame 
Cauſes will ever produce the ſame Effects, 
There is no manner of Difference between 
the Government of a little Iſland and of a 
great one; their Riſe or Fall will be always 
effected by the ſame general and — 
Rules. If the Eſtate of a private Gentleman 
produces exactly two thouſand Pounds a 


Vear, clear Money, its an Alternative of te 


utmoſt Conſequence to that Gentleman, whe» 


* he ſpends nineteen hundred Pounds per 
Ks , 


Annum, or twenty one hundred per Amun 7 
If the former, he lives always in Eaſe and 
Plenty; if the latter, let him change, ſhift 
and contrive 4s he will, let his Steward be 
ever ſo well ſkilled in all the little" Arts of 
borrowing and raiſing Money, Ruin and 
Deſtruction muſt: attend him, ſooner or 
later. Its the . ach 
with a private Family, they differ only 
greater or leſs. Nature has beſtowed 
on ſeveral Parts of the World, bur bel R. 
ches are ſor the induſtrious and frugal, 
Whomſoever elſe they-viſit, it is with the 
diligent and ſober . — ſtay. Spending leſs 
than their own: Commodities will pa wy Aer is 
the only Way far England and Fl other 
Nations to -grow- rich, 4 —— A vo wager 
great and powerfal, W. ty and 
„ to the — and frugal living 
of their Anceſtors, and be content with our 
native Conveniencies, without coveting 
the coſtly Materials of Pride and Luxury 
from Abroad, this provident Way of Life 
wou'd in a little Time be brought in Faſhion 
again among us; and this alone wou'd 
contribute to keep and increaſe our Wealth, 
and greatly to enrich our Land; but if our 
Nobility and Gentry will have more Claret, - 
Spices, Sugar, and other foreign conſumable 
Wares, and by their Example make it faſhi- 
onable for others to have them alſo, than our 
- of Commodities will pay for, 
our rie muſt * go out 5 che 
and, 
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Land, to balarice the Account, and pay ſor 
the Qverplus. In Spain it is Death to cr 
Money, and yet they, who furniſh all the 
World with Gold and Silver, have the leaſt 
af it amongſt themſelves,” Trade fetches it 
away from that indolent People, not- 
withſtanding all their Contrivances to 
it, It follows Trade, againſt the Rigourof 
the Laws, and their want of foreigh Com- 
modities . makes it to be carried away openly 
at Noon- day. In England; the falling! er 
Rents is the maſt certain Sign of a Deeay of 
Trade and Wealth, and that the National 
Treaſure annually decremſes; which I star, 
therefore, is our Caſe at preſent. And E can. 
not belp of this Opinion, when 1 
conſider the great Dificulticorour Trade has 
. —— 
aboun ice an 1 
with — ans Sums of Money remit-" 
ted abroad for Subſidies, and for maintaining 
our own and hired Troops, in the E ul 
preſent Troubles on the Continent. 

I would to God I were miſtaken, but 
am greatly afraid, my Apprehenfions are but 
too well faunded, and that the general B. 
lance of Trade now is, and has been for” 
ſome Years paſt, voy much in our D 
vour. 

This is an important Point, and: highly” 
deſerves the Confideration of the Legiſlature, 
and particularly of all the landed Gentlemen 
in the io cies If this Nation ſhou'd- 


happen | 


happen to be tuin d, either by Male-Admi- 
niſtration, or by Neglect, or — of Know- 
ledge and Judgment in our Governors, or 
ſhou'd we gradually decline, till we are 
n of general Ba 
- merely from the Load © publick Debt, and 
the annual Balance of Trade againſt us; I 
7 ſhou'd we happen, by any of theſe 
to be undone, this Ruin will fall firſt, 
and chiefly, on the landed Men; for the 
Merchant, Tradet, and monied Men, do 
what you will, (as Me. Lock rightly obſeryes) 
will be ſure to fink or ſtarve laſt of all. 
There is no one Point that more deſerves 
the Attention of the Legiſlature, . than whe- 
ther the Balance of Trade. be for or againſt 
us. I won't pretend to determine this Point 
abſalutely, but from the beſt judgment I am 
capable of forming, it is vaſtly. againſt us. 
What confirms me in this Opinion, is, as 
afore taken Neves of, the prodigious Sums 
that hare been remitted on the Continent 
for theſe ſeven Years paſt, as Subſidies to fo- 
teigo Princes, and to pay our own. and hired 
——— the monſtrous Quantities of 
conſumable. Commodities that are 
daily made uſe of, to gratify our preſent 
Pride and Luxury; and alſo the very great 
Difficulties and Diſtreſſes that have attended 
our Trade for ſome Time paſt. Theſe Rea- 
ſons induce me to believe, that our National 
Wealth has been annually diminiſhing, and 


that in a very great os. 


Silver 
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"Silver and Gold, or Money, is abſolutely 
neceſſaty to the carrying on of Trade; for, 
where that fails, Men cannot buy, and Trade 
immediately ſtops. The Sum of Money te- 
uiſite to Trade is alſo in Proportion to the 

lumber of People and the Extent of the 
Traffic, Shou'd the annual Balance of Trade 
(now ſuppoſed to be againſt us) be  cofffi- 
derable, as that, in twenty Years, dne half 
of the preſent current Specie of the 'King- 
dom be 'abſolutely, expended,” ſhou'd we not 
then be abſolutely undone? Admitting we 
were not, we ſhou'd certainly be reduced 
to ſuch a Poverty and Diftreſs, ay is hardly 
to be conceived. - f 

Thoſe who have wrote on the Subject of 
our Coin, or Specie, ſeem to be very much 
divided in their Sentiments on 1 — 
Point. Some argue ſt t Gold, 
Silver, or Bullion, eee 1 ght int b 
this Kingdom, ought not to be deem d as an 
Article of Commerce, or allow'd to be a 
Commodity or Merchandize, and that it 
fhou'd never be ſuffer d to go outof the King-' 
dom, under any Pretence whatſoever, Others, 
who are preſum'd to. have a more extenſive 
Kno&wledge, Pretend, that our Coin ſhou'd 
be allow'd to be a mere Commodity, or Mer- 
chandize ; and that it ſhould be ſuffer'd' to 
have a free Exportation, without any Reſtri- 
ction whatſoever. Both theſe Notions appear 
o me to be wrong, and each to be atten 
with its particular Difficulty z; and INE. 


a. = 
* ' 


_ X. 
the utmoſt Conſequence; that this Point be 
thoroughly -underſtoed. 

In our Trade to Norway, Denmark, and 
Sweden, the Balance is greatly againſt us; 
but then it is for Commcdities' that are of 5 
real Uſe, and which we can't be without. 
Sweden alone (if we may believe the inge- 
nidus Mr. Jeſbua Ge) draws from us in 
Sperie near three hundred thouſand Pounds à 
Year; beſides the Freight of their Pro- 
duct, which we pay them for likewiſe. 
Goods bought with our 'Specie, and im- 
, and afterwards re-exported, are a 
National Benefit, This I take to be the 
Caſe of the Eaff-Ingia Trade. I know it 
has been often inſinuated, that this Trade 
drains us annually of great Sums of our 
Specie, and that, in Time, our National 
Stock will thereby be greatly diminiſh'd : But 
this is certainly wrong,” if my Information 
is right, that the Goods purchas'd in the 
Eaft Indies, with our Coin, are chiefly re- 
exported to Holland, Germany, 'and the 
— — from whence we recover the Mo- 
ney again, with a conſiderable Addition of 
Profit. Now, in theſe Caſes, it is undenia- 
bly for the Intereſt of the Nation to allow 
Gold and Silver a 'free Exportation. But it is 
certainly as right, that our Coin ſhou'd never 

be permitted-to go ont of the Kingdom, to 
purchaſe Commodities of any Kind whatever 
that are conſum'd amongſt us, as Flanders 
Lace, Wine, Brandy, Spices, and all thoſe © 
N 2 ſmug- 


. 

ſmuggled in upon us by France. For we 

Ke, ng 25 1 7 of that Nation 

won't permit the Smugglers to | purchaſe 

thoſe Things which they ſo villainouſly in- 

. erude upon us, but with our Gold and 
Silver 


This Gams 0 be dhe del lars of; oh 


Controverſy, relating to our Coin: That it 


ſhou d have a free tion to 
ſuch Commodities as are abiolutely neceſſary 
or. uſeful, and that we can't do without, and 
Ab to to purchaſe ſuch other Commodities as 
may be re-exported ; becauſe, in theſe Caſes, . 
we have the Money back again, with a con- 
ſiderable Addition of Profit. "0 
But after all that has been or can be fad 
on the Subject of our Coin, the only- poſlir 
ble Way to keep and increaſe it, is, carefully 
to attend the grand Balance of Trade, whe- 
ther it be for or againſt us; for tis that alone 
whereby our National Stock of Coin, 
Wealth, or Treaſure, can be Increaſed or di- 
miniſh'd, 
For Example, if we export anvually of 
our Commodities to the Value of twenty 
Millions Sterling, and import only to the 
Value of eighteen Millions, our National 
Stock of Silver and Gold muſt 2 
increaſe two Millions a Vear. 
abroad, at the end of the Year, —— 
that Money, and as they have not paid us 
in Goods, they muſt in Money; as nothing 
a will pay the _ due to a Na- 
| din 


' ſent out in a conſtant 
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tion or a private Man. On the contraty, if 
_ we import conſumable Commodities, to the 
amount of twenty Millions a Year, and ex- 
port to the Value of only ei Millions, 
in this Caſe two oof the Kingd Specie will 
4 Year go out 0 dom, to pay 
chi Debt: And it will go, in ſpite of all 
Laws and Arts that — Wiſdom can 
contrive ; ef aun”: +. 
dom of Spain for Years. 

And here, certainly, the grand Concern 
and Importance of Trade muſt appear 20 all 
Men, as being the only poſſible Means 
whereby our National Stock of Wealth can 
be increas'd or diminifh'd. This is the ordis 
nary Courſe of Things in all Kingdoms and 
Nations in the World, where _ are no 
Mines; but in- , when 
any Kingdom or Nation ſhall — 10 
maintain great Armies and Alliances abroad, 
this muſt be done by Supplies of Money, 
manner; and 
this beyond all others is the moſt expediti 
Way of diminiſhing the Wealth of any Na- 
tion: Its a doing it by Wholeſale, as nothing 
can have fo great n 

of any Kingdom, as the maintaining 
— 9 eſpecially for Coun- 
Co chas tive no Mines, and can procure 
. 3 
3 | 


; Mr. 
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Mr. Foſhud Gee and othets ſem to think, 
| that taking in all the Trade between By. 
gland and the. whole: Germanick Empite, 
the two Countries are pretty nearly on à Par; 
and that there is little or no Balance on either 
Side. Admitting this to have been true, in 
reſpe& of Commerce, yet what immenſe 
Sums of our Money muſt Germany have : 
drawn from us, for theſe ſeven Years" 
in maintaining our own and hired Troops, 
and fot Subſidies, &c.' This muſt unavoida- 
bly make.the Balance againſt us amount to'a 
monſtrous Sum. And what makes the, Caſe 
ſtill worſe on our. Side is, that of all "thoſe 
vaſt Sums remitted into Germany, not one 
Shilling in twenty, yea, not one Shilling in 
twenty thouſand, ever comes back again. 
Tis ſo much of our N ational n n 
and for ever loſt. { yi 
The Conduct and Aae ideen of. 
the late Earl of Orford was openly” cen- 
ſured, in innumerable Books, Papers, and 
Pamphlets, written: on- purpoſe | 
his Conduct; and in theſe the 25 
never fail d to redicule and inveigh againſt 
Spitbead Expeditions, pacifick Squadrons, 
and his monſtrous Profuſion of the . 
Treaſure, in fitting out Fleets that — 
pear d to be of any real Service. This Mi- 
niſter doubtleſs knew the naturally active 8pi- 
rit of this Nation, that they muſt always 
be doing ſomething ; and it was impoſſible 
for him to diſpoſe of the publick Money, in 
ny 
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any Manner more advantageous to the Na- 
tion. It was only a Rotation of Pro 
from one Man to another; the Kingdom 
loſt little or nothing by it. in the fitting out 
x Fleet of Ships, the Provifion is a very 
t Article; the Lands receive the Money 
that inſtantly ; the Wages" of the Officers 
and Crew, the Expences in building and 
repairing the Ships, the Guns, Powder and 
Ban, Sailcleth, c. yea, the whole Ex- 
pence, ina little 1 2 all back 
F— . * People; ſo — the 
g it bei fe 
— — oy ating by ts taking it 
ney out of one Port t — — Jo "Je 
into another. But Had this Miniſter, during 
his 216997 — taken it in his 
of Spit bead Expeditions, and 
ifick Squadrons, 4 to have main 
. Armies, either of our 'own or 
hired + bee: on- the Continent, he wou'd 
very probably have brought us to Ruin and 
Deſtruction; fer of all * immenſe Sums, 
that muſt have been remitted for their Main- 
tainance, not a Shilling wou'd ever have re- 
verted to England. 
If the — Load of Debts this Nation 
gone under be examin'd with Care, ig will 
appear, that great Part of it has been bor- 
row'd from Time to Time to remit on the 
ane 3 4 13 
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 Whogyer-will be at on Pains to exatnine 
into the Condition of this Iſland, with 1 
partiality, muſt be ſenſible, that the | 
mg, our Power by Sea, and the ſecuring, pra- 
tech ing, and encouraging our Trade and Na- 
jon, is abundantly: more for the 
Aer. than any H on 
of the hir Bans 
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that Purpoſe, Nay, 
15 ran 0 fo high. | 


þ — hardly be reſtrain d from 
ing their Money to that Princeſs, 
no queſtion, bat. all theſe Zealots 
and out of Parliament were ſincere, 
the Integrity of their Remer 
this Money was for tho Beppo af 
Common Cauſe. 

It is with the utmoſt Peferaccs aha Sub» 
miſſion, my Lords, I beg Leave, to pr6+- 
ſume, that Money, in its Con 
Operations, had a natural Tendency to de- 
feat and fubvert that very Intereſt it we. 
intended to ſubſerve. By 1 Cauſe I 
mean, and ſuppoſe it is gen N 


to mean, nothing more, cep France 
within its proper Limits, — mr 


2 
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her making any unjuſt Incroachments on her 


That thoſe great Remitrances to the 
Queen of Hungary were a real Diminution 
of our National Wealth, no body will deny. 
But ler. us purſue our Enquiry further. How 
do we know but that-this very numerical 
Money was ſpent in the extravagant Ex- 
of her Coronation? How do we 
ow it was not ſpent in Balls, Maſque- 
rades, and other: ſuch kind of Extravagan- 
cies. But admitting that every Shilling was 
ſpent in raifing Men, furniſhing neceſſary 
nes, and the like, this made the 
Matter ſtill worſe ; for thereby ſhe was the 
better enabled to hold out againſt Pruſſia, 
and all her other Enemies. What England 
wanted, was only to reduce France, and 
maintain the Queen of Hungary in het 
equitable Claim to the Imperial Diadem ; 
but by Means of our Aſſiſtances, ſhe was 
enabled ro hold out a long Time, as I have 
ſaid, againſt the Kiog of Pruffia ; to fight 
with him ſeveral great and bloody Battles, 
whereby vaſt Numbers of her brave Officers 
and Soldiers were flain, and ſome of her 
beſt Troops reduced to great Diſtreſs, be- 
ſides frequent little Bickerings and. Sker- 
miſhes, in which Numbers of Men were 
loſt on both Sides. And what was the Con- 
ſequence of all this? The Germanick Em- 

ire was left naked and expos'd ; the French 
had Opportunity pop them for marching 


twẽ So 
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two great Armies into it, headed by two 

Marſhals of France, in a triumphant Man- 
net, ſpreading Terror and . Deſolation 
through all the interiour Parts of it; they 
enter'd the Kingdom of Bohemia, laid Siege 
to that ancient and noble City of Prague, 
took it, enter'd is with Fire and Sword, 
and reduced the Inhabitants to a Degree of 
Miſery that is not to be expreſs'd. *. If the 
Queen of Hungary had not: been thus aſ- 
fiſted by Engh/þ Money, probably her Ne- 
ceſſities wou'd have forced her to comply 
with the King of Pruſſia, and then |} 
whole Forces wou'd have been turn'd a- 
gainſt the French, and not have ſuffer'd 
them to have enter'd Germany in fo trium- 
phant a Manner. . 1 very well know it was 
urg'd. by many, that without our pecuniary 
Relief the Queen of Hungary wou'd proba- 
bly have fallen a Sacrifice to France; but 
this was abſolutely a Chimera, and of which 
there was never the leaſt real Probability. 
The Demands and Views of France and 
Pruſſia on the Queen of Hungary were of 
very different Natures. Prufia only de- 
manded the ſingle Province of. Silgſia, or 
2 a Part of it; whereas nothing 
wou d. content the French,leſs than ſtripping 
her of her hereditary Dominions, and even 
of that Imperial Crown and Dignity. to 
which ſhe was born. The Queen of Hun- 


} e 


2 Vide Siege of Prague, written at the Hague, by a 
French Engineer in the Year 1743. 


n 
gary cou d not but know, that ſhe was at 
any Time able to drive the French out of 
Germany, whenever ſhe had a Mind to 
make up the Affair with Pruſſia; to which 
ſhe long teſtified an inflexible ReluQtance; 
and the more ſo, on Account of his being 2 
FORE” // OT Og. 

The Queen of Hungary, and all the 
World beſides, cou'd not but know, that 
the King of Pruſſia is a young, bold, and 
abſolute Prince, who fights'in Perſon at the 
Head of his Troops? Troops That are 
victorious and brave, and, as ſome report, 
the moſt ſober and beſt diſciplin d in the 
World. Wou'd not England then have 
acted prudently to have kept every Shilling 
of their Money at Home, or, at leaſt, till 
an Accommodation was concluded with 
ru a? | | | Rot Nin Fe 

Had not our great Remittances to the 
Queen of Hungary a natural Tendency to 
prolong the Difference between the Courts 
of Berlin and Vienna, whereby theſe two 
Powers contributed to weaken each other? 
Had not the Engliſh Money given the 
Queen of Hungary a natural Tendency to 
inflate and maintain that hereditary Haugh- 
tineſs, which we ought by all poſſible 
Means to have abated? Wou'd it not have 
been agreeable with our Honour and Inte- 
reſt, to have inſiſted abſolutely on the 
Queen of Hungary giving immediate Sa- 
tisfaction to Praffia? Did not the then Si- 

| 5 tuation 
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tuation of her Affairs make ſuch a Procee- 
dure abſolutely neceſſary? Shou'd not Ex- 
gland the more peremptorily have infifted 
on this Point, becauſe he was a Proteſtant 
Prince, and becauſe he was the moſt able to 
aſſiſt ber againſt the Encroachments of 
France, which was what we chiefly ought 
to have regarded? - - "== 
Had the Queen of Hungary enter'd freely 
and ſincercly into ſuch an Accommodation, 
the Empire had never felt thoſe terrible 
Slaughrers and Devaſtations it ſuffer'd. 

Were there then any Treaties ſubliſting 
between us and the Queen of Hungary, 
7 oblig d us to aſſiſt her againſt Pruf 
a” we ſet up as 3 Arbitrators, to 
determine all the Diſputes that will fre- 
quently and unavoidably ariſe between the 
different Princes of the Empire, we ſhall 
bave enough upon our Hands; we may lay 
aſide all Concern. about our own Intereſts 
and Affairs, and be engag'd in an endleſs 
Round of fruitleſs Negotiations. 

"Tis not on one Prince or Power in Ger- 
many that England can depend- to oppoſe 
and reſtrain the Power of France. No cer- 
tainly ;. our Intereſt moſt manifeſtly is, to 
endeavour, by all poſſible Means, to unite 
all the Powers and Princes of the Empire, 
that France may at once be attack d by the 
combin'd and entire Strength of the Ger- 
manick Body: A Force, that is in it ſelf 

ſufficient, 


— 
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dofficient, without any Men or Money 
from 


England, to drive that turbulent Crew 
- out of the World, or oblige them to live ho- 
neſtly and — 5 ay | 
But the of the Matter was, 'the 
Queen of Hungary's Confeſſor, and other 
Prieſts and Jeſuirs at the Court of Vienna, 
had fo great an Influence in the then Coun» 
Cils, that, by their Means, it was ſo ordered, 
that che beſt veteran Troops were em 
y'd againſt Pruſſa, while the new un- 
 diſciplin'd ones were ſent againſt France. 
The Prieſts at the Court of Vienna very 
well knew, chat every Increaſe of Power or 
Dominion to the King of Pruffia, wou'd 
be an Acceſſion to the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
the Empire, and therefore ey took all 
_ poſſible Opportunities to raiſe/ the Paſſion 
and Reſentment of the Queen, of Hungary 
1 his Pruſſian mein At laſt, by the 
of War, that brave Prince conquer ' d 

the whole Electorate of Saxony, in little more 
than a Fortnight, and took Poſſeſſion of 
Dreſden, the Capital City, the. Elector 
having retir'd. Things being in this Situa- 
tion, the Queen of Hungary was forced to 
ſatisfy the Demands. of Prufia. And ob- 
ſerve the Event: She I hereupon 
found herſelf in a Condition, not only to 
drive the French out of Germam, but to 
ſend ſuch effectual Succours to the King of 
Sardinia, as ſoon alter d the Face of Affairs 
in Italy in a ſurpriſing Manner. hl 
2 us 
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Thus T app A it a beyond ond all a 
poſſible Contyadiction, that l qr Re- 
mittances to the Queen of Hungary, were not 
only a great Diminution of our National 
Wealth, bur alſo in their Effects had a 
nifeſt Tendency to defeat and ſubvert that 
common Cauſe they were intended to Sup- 
eee it will appear no leſs trne, upon 
Enquiry, that our National Treafure has been 
greatly diminiſh'd, at different Times, by 
aſſiſting the Dutch, and particularly in ſe- 
curing their Frontier- Towns againſt the At- 
tacks of Nuance. 

Indeed I am not inſenſible, that a nume- 
rous MEI. us have all along pre- 
tended, that we were obliged to theſe ex- 
— nfive Aſſiſtances, by the ſtricteſt Laws of 

licy, and that our acting — was requi- 
fire to our own Security: For, fay they, 
ſhou'd France conquer the United Pro- 
vinces, it wou'd be ſuch a vaſt Acceſſion of 
Power to that Crown;' as *wou'd ſoon ena- 
ble her to conquer and enſlave all Europe, 
and particularly Great Britain. I beg leave 
to offer a few Remarks, to ſhew the F allacy of 
this Reaſoning, | notwithſtanding it may. be 
the generally received Opinio. 

If I knew that a Thief or Robber had 
form'd a Defign to rob and plunder my 
Neighbour's Houſe, I wou'd — 1 
communicate it to him, and offer him all 
the Aſſiſtance I was capable to afford, = 

, 
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if, at the ſame Time, I ſaw he wou'd not 
take one ſingle Step himſelf tæwards his 
own Security, I ſhou'd then even fit down 
content, and conclude, that he was on 
Terms with - the Robber, and had received 
ſome ſecret Aſſurances. that he ſhou'd not 
be attack d. There are no People upon 
Earth that are more tenacious of their Bro: 
than the Dutch, or that have a 


greater Averſion to Popery, avery, and 
arbitrary - Power, | together all the 
Tricks and Rogveries of the Romi/h 
Clergy; which cannot be more >dious to 
any N then they are to thoſe of the 


United Provinces, who will, whenever 


| their Liberties and Properties are in real and 
immipent 


Danger, make, as bold and 
brave a Defence, and ſell their Lives and 
Fortunes as dear, as any have ever done in 
the like Circumſtances. This, I fay, they | 
will do, when in a State. of real and immi- 
nent Danger, of which they themſelves are 
unqueſtionably the beſt Judges. But till 
is Time of real Danger comes, all the 
Retorick in the World, and all the Memo- 
rials into the in, will prove fruitleſs. 
The Situation of their Country,” the Genius 
of their People, the Nature of their Go- 
vernment, their violent Attachment to 
Trade and Commerce, all theſe concur in 
reſtraining them abſolutely from engaging 
in any War whatever, unleſs it be entirely 
to ſecure their own 3 at Home, 


or 


— England | t 
10 be gd in a War wich two ſuch 
Powers as France and Spain, and muſt 
ſingly encounter the Fleets and Privateers 
of both Nations, in this Caſe it is 
prudent to ge t che Aſſiſtance of the 
and to obli Thanh td — 
this grand Þ — wn rk 
oint-ro 
| ——— or Memorials ? No com 
How then? Is it by our undertaking 
— 9 for IE muſt ha 
no; ve 
a natural Tendency to ſcreen chem from 
any real Danger; and by that only they can 
be excited. Why then, the only 
rauze, and force them to engage, is, in- 
ſtead of ſecuri their 
them all „chat {þ the French may 
enter their very. Dominions, and begin to 
plunder, lay waſte, and deſtroy. And when 
this is the Caſe, the Dutch will inſtantly 
rouze, and make a brave Defence. And 


rontiers, to leave 


then it will become the real Intereſt of both 
to aſſiſt cach 
muſt 


_ England and Holland mutually 
other; „ eee they 
ſoon and eaſily * French to ſue for 

Peace, and oblige to remain quietly 

within their vie moos: ro 


* 
. 7 
” * 
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It gives me a ſecret and noble Plea ſure, 
when I conſider, in what Manner we have 
bore up againſt thofe two mighty Nations, 
with whom we are now LAI jor” 
meerly by our Men of War, and the Bra- 
very of our Privateer, we have diſtreſſed 
them in the moſt tender Part, their mer- 
cantile Intereſt, whereby all their other 
Affairs have ſuffered greatly : And at this 
Moment, the native Commodities of France 
can't be oonvey d from thence to the ey? 
CO of a their — 


twenty to twenty: ve; if whe: —— 
The Returns from the Vſ Indies to France, 
nn een en — 


s, meerly by our own maritime 
— what cou'd we: not have done, had 
we been proper — the whole ma- 
ritime Force of vinces? I can't 
help thinking, that we moſt have brought 
inevitable Deſtruction both on Frume and 
Spain. The Sea · Ports of both thoſe King- 
doms wou'd then in s Manner have been 
block d up, their Iſlands in Americu muſt 
have ſtarved for want of Proviſions, and a 
univerſal tey have been the Fate of 


P 
both Nations; as their conſtant Supplies of . 
: P * 
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Money from * the Weſt Indies woo'd | in a 
Manner have been totally cut off. In: theſe 
' Circumſtances they mult ſoon have com- 
. ply'd, and the French Court have been 
forced to accept of ſuch Terms, as England 
and her Allies ſhou'd think proper- to 
grant. 
" Theſe are. no Chimeras or romantick 
Conj jectures, but muſt have been the natu- 
ral Reſult, of ſuch: a. er as I Far 
ſuggeſted. And what m d 
| — upon is, the Obſervation I heb 
on the late vaſt Increaſe of the Dutch Navi- 
gation, their prodigious Wealth, and, what 
crowns. all, their immenſe Numbers of 
brave and hardy Sailors. The Far Trea- 
ſure, continually floating to France and 
Po from — Weſt. Indies, wou'd have 
courag'd the Dutch Merchants, as well as 
5 to have fitted out a multi- 
of War, to cruize on the E- 
3 it muſt be acknowledg d, that 
— „ in the World will undergo more 
and rr Dangers and Fatigues than the 
e eſſ go © when 3 like to be 
wel Vieneſs ale-Fi 
2 1 s Icou'd r 
I hope by this Time the Reader is fully 
; fariafied, cha that ſecuring the Durch 3 


Towns, at an immenſe Expence of the 


Blood and . Treaſure of this Nation, (and 
when they themſelves ſhall refuſe to engage 
in the War as Principals) is not only a 

great 


* : ** 


r 

treat and manifeſt Diminution of our Na- 
tional Stock of Wealth, but alſo, in its 
Conſequences, muſt have a natural Ten- 
dency to defeat that common Cauſe it is 
intended to ſupport. _ _—_ | 
What I have now urg'd may probably 
be contrary to the commonly received Opi- 
nion, therefore I offer ic with the utmoſt 
Submiſſion, declaring my Intentions to be 
perfectly upright, and that I ſhall be always 
ready to change my Mind, and to acknow- 
ledge it, whenever better Reaſons ſhall be 
pripoted.” ·· 
If Gentlemen 'wou'd. but conſider che 

reſent State of the Dutch, their prodigious 
Incteab in Trade aud Wealth, together 
with other vaſt Advantages they"reap, by 
not entring into the War as "Principals ; 
I ſay, if Gentlemen wou'd burconlider this, 
it cou'd never cniter into the Head of a rea- 
ſonable Man, once to imagine, the Dutch 
will engage in the War, in chat Character, 
unleſs driven to it by mere Compulfion. The 
marine Trearics between and, Holland, 
and France, are of unſpeakable Advantage 
to them; and, during the preſent War, they 
have _ been enabled, to make a Market 
of Engla 1d, France, and Spain, * 


See, the Marine Treaty, concluded between 
England and Holland, at London, the firſt of 
December 1647. That concluded between En- 
land and Holland, at as Hague, the ſeventh of 

2 


February 


"ve 
* * 
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| Whoever will be at the Pains to peruſe 
thoſe Treaties carefully, muſt congur in 
Opinion with Sir William Temple, that the 
Dutch conclude no Treaties, without 
very pecpliar Advantages to themſelves, If 
ever we were a Mat for the Dutch in 
Treaty: making, it was in that made with 
Oliver Cramwell. He drew ſome particular 
Articles of that Treaty himſelf; 'and, not- 
withſtanding the earneſt Remonſtrances of 
the Dutch Miniſters, he wou'd not admit of 
955 leaſt Alterarion. Particularly, they ſtrug- 

Ny 5 the t Went y-fifth Article; to 

which 


The Wo he aha he . we few 


. e that the Dutch ſhall do 
pt „ all Wei concern d in the 


And 135 Thinge remain in * 
ſent Situation ſeven Vears longer, we may 
ive (INE A 17-50 1 

| tc 


February 1668. That between England and 
France, concluded at St. Germains, the twenty 
fourth of February 1676. And that between 
Holland and Denmark, 

the twelfth of TY 


at the Hague, 


Dutch accomp R. | 4 Deſign, 
accom at one Deſign, 
which Sir Vi Temple GR their — 
fathers had Rs in View ; namely, to 
reduce all the Trade and Navigation of 
. i. . the Limits of their own little 

In his Miſcellanea, publiſh'd fifty 
Years ago, page 26, chat Ae Politi- 
cian thus prefiee himſelf :'* The State 


« of in Pojor of both Riches and 


ce 


re > prodigious Growth 
* dere be ſeen in * d. The 
* NES of their Low e ering 60 on 


% the 1 555 and weren the 
12 aſp drive almoſt 
« all che le of the: 
< own e their Nelghbours 
<« have beeg taten Ups either in civil or 
4 ** foreign ay n oa es 4 rown {o' con- 


at for many 
C Lan they ha e upon an equal 
** ren Ep 5 great Princes of Eu- 
« rope, and concluded no Negotiation with- - 
28 e. And in the laſt Wars 
us anc Munſter, they. were able, 
< at din Þ ſame Time, to bring above a 
hundred Men of War to Sea, and main- 
« rain ſeventy thouſand Men at Land; be- 
< fides Chex Conqueſts in the Ea Indies, 
« where they have in a Manner erected 
another ſubordinate Commonwealth, and 
« here, uponOccaſion, they have, equig p'd, 
"= five and forty Men of War, and ny 
thou- 
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5 thouſand Land-men, by the moſt modeſt 
“Computation. | 
What ir William Temple hrs aſſerts, is 
abundantly confirm'd by Monſieur Huet, 
who wrote thirty Years alter him. He ſays, 
ce The Dutch ſell every Year three hundred 
e thouſand Tun of Fit Which, at but 
* two hundred Florins fer Tun, brings i in 
« every Year ſeventy-five Millions of Livres; 
of which fifty twb, Millions turn (as 
they ay). to the Country's Profit, the re- 
„ maining twenty-three Millions 8 ſuf- 
* ficient \ defray all. che. C ſuch 
<« Fithery, 80 920 1 due e 0 el that 
6e all the S sem ey; 4 pas Fiſhing are. 
« built Þ. olian, t all the Cor- 
10 < dage, ails, Nett, py 1 are made 
4 there, and 1 they find their own Salt 
_ « and Provifion or this Fear Number. of 
* 1 one may calily comprehend, 
e that this , Employment maintains incredi- 
« ble Numbers of Men and Families, 1 1 5 
« all choſe that are en K. to tranſport 
<« this Fiſh to almoſt all the Kingdoms and 
“ Countries of, the World. Ihe Man 
factures in the United Provinces — 4 
«* as many People as the Fiſhery. It is in- 
< credible, how many get their Livelihood 
de by both. Kg che whole it is certain, 


<« that in no dom, State, or Country in 

* che World, they are ſo numerous and 
4 * in Holland. . 
In 


y Hutt s Memoirs of the Dutch Trade, Page 25, 
26, 27. 
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In ſhort, - all who have wrote of the 
Trade and Policy of the Uniced Provinces, 
ree with the Authors I have now quoted, 
t, from the very Foundation of their Go- 
vernment, it has been their invariable 
Maxim, That, whenever their Neigh- 
“ hours are involv d, either in civil or fo- 
*« reign Wars, it becomes proper for them, 
-<< in a peculiar Manner, to endeavour the 
te extending of their Trade, and to labour, 
ce by all poſſible Methods, for turning the 
* Diſtreſs and Difficulties of other Nations 
te to their own Advantage 
And is not this the Caſe at preſent? Is 
not that vaſt Trade,” which is carried on 
from Landon to Amſterdam, Rotterdam, Bre- 
men, and Hamburgh,- nig ed in Dutch 
Bottoms? Are not Dutth Ships now to be 
ſeen in almoſt all the Sea · Port in Eugland, 
particularly London, Briſtol, Exon, Ful. 
mouth, &c ? "And, whenever a Peace comes, 
it will be more difficult” to drive them out 
than is generally apprehended. The Advan- 
tages they have gain d thereby are ſo great, 
that they won't ealily be given up. . 
If this Account of the Policy, Power, 
Trade, and Wealth of the United Provin- 
ces be true, as it moſt certainly is, what a 
ſurprizing Infatuation muſt have- befallen 
Numbers of People in England, who, of 
late, have taken it in their Heads to re- 
preſent the Dutch as weak, fooliſh, «and 
puſillanimous, as a People that will do 
| | nothing 


Qi: Þ By 

nothing to ſecure their Religion, Eſtutes, 
and Liberties, but diſpoſed to ſurrender all 
up to the French, at the Word of Com- 
mand, and that, conſequently, it becomes 
us, in Prudence, to protect their Domini- 
ons, with our Men and Money, notwith- 
ſtanding they will not ſtrike a Stroke them- 
. ſelves, or, which is the ſame Thing, will do 
nothing in good Earneſt? A moſt fallacious 
Reaſoning, and foundetſion' a real or affect 
| «MA the Poliey'of: that State; no 
under. 2 ming a greater Re- 
— G for their | 
pos'd to, e 
truth the lookupo 

In che Year: 1666, 
the Was — 
the latter raig'a fest- 
ders, which is ut Mien Sterling to a 
very Trifle; A vaſtgum-inactoeonfidering 
with what great Frugality and Parimony 
their publick Mee muß be laid our. 
This Money was raifed without the leaſt 
Difficulty ; and much moremeu'd have been 
rais'd,had their Nea uir'd it. 

In the Year 2666, hey had near feventy 
_ thouſand Land-Men in g befides above 
a hundred Men af War at Sea, all well 
mann'd with brave and hardy Sailors. 

On the gth of 2 their Admi- 
ral, de Nhe A divedt the Thames, 
drove all the Ships before nr as far as the 


Hape, and wou'd have taken, burnt, or 
_ 


THIF: 
ſunk them all, had he not been ſtopp'd. in 
his Career by a ſudden Calm. Next Day, 
thirteen ſtout Engl;/b Ships were ſunk in the 


River, to prevent his Proceeding any farther 
towards London. Whereupon De Ruyter . 


ſteered to Sheetneſs, took the Caſtle, 
as alſo a Man of War lying there to guard it, 
and ſent the Guns, Powder and Ammunition 
Home to Holland. He then faiFd up Cha- 
tham River, burnt the Royal Charles, the 
Royal James, the Royal Oak, the Royal 
London, the Unity, the Mary, and many 
other Ships of Mt. 
The King being "then at Charham, ſtood 
on the Shore, e ide Royal Navy“ of 
England in Flames, and a foreign Enemy 
roaring from their Cannon within the 
Hearing r Citizens of 
that Metropolis tremble in their very Houſes. 
Biſhop Burnet ys, Upon De Ruyter's 
e coming up the River Thames, the City 
« was thrown into the utmoſt Conſterna- 
« tion ; yet it was obſerv'd, the King ſupp'd 


„ with his Miſtteſſes that very Night, and 


« was chearful; Which drew many Libels 
« upon him, and brought him under a ge- 
«« neral Contempt.” And when he comes to 
the Buſineſs of Chatham, be ſays, „It was 
«« a terrible Blow, the Loſs was great, yet 


e the Infamy was much greater, The King 


« was compar'd to Nero, Who ſung while 


: . ft - 


«© Rome was burning,” 
| 1 - * l BY i ö 
re 


(14) 
I ſuppoſe the Biſhop refers to ſome” 
markable Verſes made at ook R 
obn Denham, on burning the Royal Na 
E 1 will Were ib che four 1 Ph 
mes: : 45 r 


"ny 


15 As Nero once, with Bin, . | 
His burning Rome, au that "burnt he ple dl, 
So our great Charles, ue u Dutch Fiect arriv'd, 

Saw his Ships ur, ls eres be fo" | 


10 «hit Tims "the People 
of England we in the Halduof the Stuare's 
Family :- A Rate! who" never had the- leaſt 


Regs Was real Glory, 3 Regen, 


4 


or . this Kin 


ing to ici 
yo Nation muſt be A es „ weak 
fooliſh and puſilanimounmg. 
Sir William Temple lays, That he had 
ſeveral Times hinted © to-the- Miniſters of 
State in Holland, That their” Negle&t of 
their Marine Force, and the great Reduction 
of their Army, in Time of Peace, was 
wrofig Policy ; and that _— cy wou'd 
certainly, one Tine or other, conquer d 
and enflavd by the mighty Power of France. 
But Sir Willem is forced to acknowledge, 
that the Dutch "Miniſters treated the Sup- 
| poſition with the utmoſt Ridicule, and re- 
A « That an Sys ſufficient to con- 


hos. _— 


323 4 
and enſlave their Commonwealth, | 
0 < not be rais d, and enter their Domi- 

Tz _ni6ns Sword in Hand, in a Day ; and that 
«the. ud, at any Time, in 
«© Caſe their own [5-87 were actually 
« invaded, raiſe three Armies, each of fifty or 

« ſixty thouſand Men; which, when 4 
<< perly diſpoſed of, wou'd ſecure all 
„ Dominions, till ſuch Time as they could 
e have Relief from Abroad. They fart her 
e rematk'd to dr Wilken, that the 825% 
<« Cantons wou'd aich them with incredi- 
en 1 den brave Soldiers, as mos: 

could find Money to pay them. 
<< ſhou'd that Affiſtance be thought too re- 
„ | mote; 2 German —— wou' d 
1 he always to. Jet out the Lives of 

e their Subject td Hire, for a proper Equi- 
<« valent of Ditch And that in ſuch 
«© Extremity, the Inhabitants of their Com- 
«© monwealth had ſuch an Avetſion to 
5 Popery, Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, that 

every Man wou'd then become a Soldier, 
«« and ſacrifice his private Fortune for the 
«« Service of the Publick. Beſides, they fur- 
te ther obſerved, that it wou d ever be good 
Policy in England and the whole Germa- 
** nick Empire, effectually to aſſiſt and fuc- 
“ cour them, when in real and ani; 


cc 


Danger.“ | 
Theſe were the diibente. fe bene of ; 
the Dutch Miniſtry fifty Years ago; and I 
"7H , 108 „dare 


6116) 
dare ſay, the ſame Syſtem of Policy prevail 
at this Day. 

If — the Conduct of thee: 
— to the Origin of their State it will 
be difficult to diſcover any Feriod, when they 
were ſo much afraid, or ſo much under the 
Direction of the French,as ome won ed inſi- 
nuate. e | "HE AMS 
In 1709; About tee Year beides bs Er- 
liſb Miniſtry (or at leaſt ſome of the Mini- 
Hen had put themſelves under. the Direction 
Preneh King, and dead our Army 
—_ Continent had betrag'd the Confede- 
rates, the Fronch' Miniſters" it the Hapue, 
MNMonſieur Reville and i — 
Torcy, made ſeveral privat Myvertures tö the 
States General; but to prevent all Jealouſy, 
the Grand ——— ethic, 
in a ſolemn” Manner, to thoſe. 
That no private Confiderations ſhouid ever 
0 prevail on the State to ſeparate from the 
«« general Intereſt of the grand Alliance,” 
Let us ſee how they behaved about two 
* afterwards, when, with" the utmoſt 
Aſtoniſhment, they faw themkelres n 


by che K 
The Duke of o e with- 
drew his Troops from tlie of Npeſnoy, 
+ which but two Days before he had under- 


taken to Cover. He told Prince Eugene and 
the State's Field Deputies to their Faces, that 
he had received Inſtructions from England 
eee es; to 


wa; 4 ” * 
w © D : 
© - 


rar; every 
ment. That great Em 
moſt to the publick Expences, and ſo has the 
| 2823 Sway in all the publick Councils. At 


a — . 


* 
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( 117) Se 
to publiſh a Suſpenſion of Arms, within 
— Days, between the Britiſb Forces and 
thoſe of France, When this News reached 
Anſerdam, the City was in a perfect Up- 
Body was ſtruck with Amaze- 
© contributes 


moſt critical Juncture they ſent an ex- 


traordinary and u Deputation tb 


nprecedented 
the Hague, conſiſting of three Burgomaſters 
and as many principal Magiſtrates, But, be- 
maſter eld a 


the Regent Burgo- 
grand Aſſembly, to which all 
Perſons of the firſt Rank were ſummoned. 
Cor ver, theit Senior, wus deſired 
the Convention with a {ſuitable 
He was a Gentleman df great 
F ortune, Integrity, and Wiſdom, and in high 
with the People. I will recite a 


Part of his memorable Oration; a bolder 


and-nobler never was deliver'd in the Roman 


_ Senate; e coat he Fonts 


ments of the whole Nation. k 
“J am an old Man, upwards of er- 
« ſcore, and have ſeen far more difficult 
r Times, even the French at our very Gates; 
e but, by the Bleſſing of God on our 
« Firmneſs and Reſolution, we have hi- 
« therto our Liberties. I have no 
<« private Intereſt in Trade, and am only con- 
« cern'd for the Good of my Country, and 
ec "Wi common Cauſe; yet I wou'd give 2 
| «Ko 


489) 


« of what I have in the World, nay all 
« (and you know I have ſomething t 


« boſe) rather than ſuffer theLo of our . 


« berties. But if, at laſt; we ſhou'd be overs 


40 power d, let us then lay our Cities under 


% Water, betake ourſelves to our Ships, 


« fail to the Eoft Indies; and let thoſe-who 


laid waſte, ſay, thereance 


«« ſce our Country 


« lied 4 Pedple, who choſe to loſes * 


c Coun rather than their Liberties. 
This Speech had a y Effect un al. 4 
grand Afembly: 'T declared, they 


wou ſtand out to the l 
in the World, rather than PORE 
enſlaved by France 

Such was their Conduct, ben in gent 
and imminent Danger. And, whenever . 
apprehend themſelves in the ſame really dan 
rous Circumſtances, depend 


Power. 


ry Slavery and Arbitrary 


2 I would confirm all I have bid ela. 


ting to the Du!ch, by the declared 


of one of the — and wiſeſt Men in ; 


Europe, Fe Monſieur COLBERT, 
Secretary of State to the late French King. 
He was ee as able a Man as ever that 
Prince employed; and indeed his Maſter had 


Penny they has” 


. 


oY 
=. 


4 


on it, theſame | 
Spirit will preſently 488 diſtover itſelf) s 
— People have a greater Deteſtation n q 


} 


_ - fuch an Opinion of his Integrity and Abi- 


lities, that for many Years he engaged in no- 
thing, without firſt conſulting him. What fol- 


lows is taken from the * of this illu.· 


ſtrious 


« 19) 
ftrious Miniſter, * On a certain Day the 
{© King {ent for Monſieur Colbert in a great 
* Hurry ; when he came, he found the King 
« in a violent Paffion, raving and railing 
«© / againſt the United Provinces, and ſpeak- 
« ing of them in Language the moſt con- 
* — ible and opprobious. The King re- 
« mark d, that, 3 — the Extent of 
4 His Dominions, the Number of his Sub- 
« jets, his great. Power and Wealth, he 
e u be allow'd to be the 
greateſt Prince in Europe; and that be 
„ deem it as a Brand of Infamy, that fo 
a Monarch, as he really was, ſhou'd 
<> not have been able to conquer and reduce 
_ « { ſmall a State as the United Provinces ; 
i and that he was now determined to collect 
. all his Troops together for that, Purpoſe; 
4 and if they chou d appear to be inſuffici- 
ent, he wou'd arm one half of - his Sub- 
5. jects throughout t all his Dominions, and 
| $9 himſelf in Perſon, to render the Con- 
abſolute and compleat. 
. <4: The King went on a long Time, ſpeak- 
00 ing of the Dutch in a moſt diminutive 
c contemptusus Manner, and declarin * 
« Reſolution to conquer and ſubdue 
« coſt what it wou d. The King, 8 
e done, fat down calmly, expecting to bear 
« Colbert's Reply ; Who preſently told his 
% Majeſty, theſe were great and extraordinary 
e Reſolutions: indeed; and that he wou d 
cx. give his Sentiments with that F e 
44 v K a 
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| (122) | 
« which becomes a, faithful Servant; having 
e nothing ſo much at Heart, as his; 
« jeſty's Glory, and the real Good of bi 
« People. After this s DEE proceeded, _ 

I muſt now, Sir, preſume upon your 
« Indulgence, when I lay, you. are oat, 
« miſtaken, in Relation to f Power at 
« Wealth of the United Provinces.” thy. | 
ct are not that mean diminutive State * 

«« preſent them, neither is there that migh 5 „ 
« Difference between their Power and that = . 
« your Majeſty. Its true, your? ns 
« are vaſtly greater; but, Sir, it: N 
« that 52250 againſt Land, bur the Strength,” | 
% and Riches: of one againſt thoſe d , 
« nother, I ſhou'd have faid onl Riches, 
« becauſe tis Money only. 9 
« and cloaths the Soldier, furniſhes” the. gn 
4 Magazines, provides the ES of. Yes „ 
« tillery, and ite... ©: 9 * 

« other ny os parations. | Now 
® 4 Riches of -a Prince or State are, juſt 
| « much as they can levy upon their eee 
<< {till leaving them auen for thear = 

« 'Subfiſtance. If this is not left, | 
| <4 defert to other Countries forkibetter | 

J am ſorry to fay, too many*of 1 1 


jeſt y's S are already amongſt your 
2 * bours, in the Condition bot-. 


men * Valets, for their daily Bread; 

0 many of your Artizans are fled from the 
«« Severity X your Collectors, and are at 
this Moment improving the ManufaQtures 
* «of: your Enemies, France has loſt the 
e enene 


3 
* FO, * 


\ 
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ay 
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tc Majeſty all Hopes of any future Exciſes 
de by their Conſumption. 1 lay down this, 
therefore, as my firſt Principle, that your 
t Taxes upon your Subjects muſt till leave 
e them ſufficient for their Subſiſtance, at leaſt 
ee as comfortable a Subſiſtance as they will 
© find amongſt yout Neighbours. Upon 
<« this Principle I ſhall be able to make ſome 
« Compariſon between the Revenues of your 
&« Majeſty and thoſe of the States General. 

% Four Territories, tis true, are thirty 


« Times as great, and your People four Times 


« as many; yet pour Revenues are not 
< thirty Times, no, nor four Times, as great, 
e not indeed as great again, as thoſe © 

et the United Provinces, In what one Ar- 
<< ticle are you able to raife twice as much 
4 from your Subjects, as the States can do 
« from theirs? Can you take twice as much 
ec tem the Rents of the Lands and Houſes ? 
« What are the yearly Rents of your whole 
« Kingdom? How much of theſe will 
« your Majeſty be able to take, without 


« fuining the Landed Intereſt? You have, 


« Sir; above a hundred Millions of Acres, 
c and not above thirteen Millions of Sub- 
-- jects; that is, eight Acres to every Sub- 
« ject. How inconſidetable muſt be the Va- 
« jue of Land, where ſo many Actes are to 
« provide for a ſingle Perſon, where a ſingle 
cc Peron is the whole Market for ſo much 
« Land? What fort of Cuſtomers are your 
|. SubjeRs to theſe Lands? What Clothes do 


R they 
LIT . hem . , * 
nw 


it Benefit of their Hands for ever, and your 


| 
1 
| 
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« they wear? What Proyifions do they con- 
0 pans Black Bread, Onions, and {other 
«© Roots, are the uſual Diet of the _— 
« of the poor People; their common D 
« is the pure Element; they are dend in 
„ Canvas, and walk in wooden Shoes, (I 
« mean ſuch of them as are not half naked 
« and bare-footed.) What vaſt Numbers of 
« your thirteen Millions of Subjects are beg- 
« ing their Bread throughout the Kingdom 
« If your Majeſty was to walk |incagnito 
« about the "ru of your - Capital, -and 
© wou'd give a arthing to every : that 
« asks on Alms, in a Walk of an Hour, 
« you wou'd have nothing left of A Piſtole ! 
« How miſerable then — * the Lodging 
« {of theſe poor Wretches? Beſides, thoſe of 
a higher Claſs, who dont ak, von Ca- 
of rity, are huddled together, four or five Fa- 
« milies in a Houſe; ſuch is the Lodging of 
« your Capital. That of your other Fons 
« is yet of leſs Value. But nothing can be 
% more ruinous and wretched ; than the 

Living and Lodging of your. Subjects / in 
« the little Cottages and Villages. Six Shil- 
« lings a Year, for the of every one 
« of your thirteen Millions of People, at a 
Medium, muſt be the full yearly Value of 
« all the Houſes: So that, at four Shullings' 
« for every Acre, and. fix Shillings for the 
« Lodging of every Subject, the Rents of your 
« Whole Kingdom will be a little leſs than 
* twenty Millions; and yet, that's a great 
#5 2 00 
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re deal more. than they were ever yet found 


te to be, by the moſt exact Survey that has 


6, been taken. 


“ The next Queſtion then is, How much 
te of theſe Rents yout Majeſty will think fit 


te to take to your Uſe? Six of the twenty 
% Millions are actually in the Hands of the 
ce Clergy. Theſe, — are your beſt Guards. 
They keep your Subjects loyal in the midſt 
6 of their Mlery Four Majeſty will not 
<« think it therefore your Intereſt to take 

« any thing from them. From that which 
cc remains in the Hands of your Lay-Sub- 

ce jects, your Majeſty can't take more than 


fis Millions to your own Uſe. This comes 


te to eleven Shillings in the Pound; and 
te then, after the neceſſary Reparations, toge- 
etc ther with Loſſes by the Failure of Tenants, 
ce other Accidents, how very little will 


ce beleft, for the Subſiſtance of the Gentle- 


« meniand Land-holders; who, having ne- 
ce ver been bred either to Trade or Manu- 
“ factures, have no other Way of living than 
ce by their Rents; and when theſe ſhall be 
« taken from them, they muſt fly to your 
“ Armies, as to an Hoſpital, for their daily 
6 Bread. 

% Now, Sir, your Majeſty will give me 
ar Leave to examine what are the Rents of 
the United Provinces, and how great a 


& Part their Governors may take from them, 


6 nnn . of che . 


/ 
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er There are in thoſe Provinces three Nin: 
lions of People, and three Millions of 
. Acres, a Subject for every Acte; © why 
« ſhou d not then a ſingle Acre, there, be asg 
* valuable as eight Acres, in France, hes 
it provides for as many Mouths? I have 
« often heard, and believe it to be true, that 
4 thirty Shillings, one with another; is 
4 tefs than the yearly Value of every Acre in 
« thoſe Provinces. How much leſs will be 
« the yearly Value of the ing of every 
a 2 er his Subjects? — as Nees 
in their Streets; not one ſcarcely to be 
- 5 fot in a whole Province: Their Fumi- 
«lies in great Towns are lodg d in Palaces. 
« Even the Houſes in their Villages are 
more coſtly than in many of your Cities, 
et Such is the Value of their three Millions 
e of Acres, and lodging their three Millions 
of Subjects, that the yearly*Rent of Lands 
_ <<-and Houſes is thor nine Nis in choſe 
4 Provinces.” - * 4 n 
Monſieur Colbert went on, hg compares, 
with great Exactneſs, the Revenues and Ex- 
 ciſesof the United Provinces witk thoſe of 


France; and demonſtrated} that the United 


Provinces could eaſily raiſe, from the Eands 
and Exciſes, nine Millions Sterling annually, 
if Occafion requir'd. yy computed the 
- Charge of their Clergy, the Expence of their 
Civil Liſt, and the maintaining of their 
Dykes, at but one Million a Year : $0 that 
Fight Millions YO, to be * for 


% | their 
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' Security and Defence; and even then 
tt —— would be left in a Condition 
much ſuperiour to the Subjects of France. 
Cubert, having enlarged on theſe Topicks, 
4 ded thus: * Your Ma jeſty will now 
no longer wonder, that you pot not been 
able to reduce and conquer thoſe Provinces. - 
„ Beſides, in ſuch an extraordinary Attempt 
you muſt conſider, the Germanick Empire 
will always, be ready to eſpouſe their Quar- 
rel, and the Forces of — potent Ally 
gebe will cut out Work for a great Part 
f your Troops. And, furthermore, in the 
5 of ſuch a Deſign, you can never 
expect $907 quint, 08 the Side of pn 
10 ordtaly. 
. The Advice che I would 25 
t to offer your Majeſty is, to diſband the 
1 greateſt Part of your Forces, and ſave ſo 
many Taxes to your poor People. Vour 
3 very Dominions make you too powerful 
o 


to fear any Inſult from your Neighbours. 
Turn — Thoughts, Sir, I intreat you, 

% from War; cultivate the Arts of Peace, 

det the Trade and Manufacture of your Sub- 
i jets: This will make you the moſt pow- 
* Fifa Prince, and your People, at the ſame 
15 Time, the richeſt of all Nations. In the 
1 f Space of twenty Years they will be able 
& to. give your Majeſty greater Sums with 
« Eaſe, then you can now draw from them 
« with the utmoſt Difficulty. You have a+ 
& 1 Materials in your 7 
© for 


60 al carry 
« of Europe, and bring =p ot 
« ſure to your Subjects. " There will be 
c Fools enough to the NM 
te factures of France, tho at the ſame Ti 
« France ſhou'd be ſtrictly prahibitrd to buy* 
ce thoſe of other Countries. In the mean? 
« while your Majeſty will never want ſuffi⸗ 
ec cient Sums to buy now and then an im 


« portant Fortreſs, from one or other ol 
e your indigent Neighbours. But, above ally 
« Peace will ingratiate your Majeſty withty 
<« the ,Span;ſh Nation, during the Lite. 
e their crazy King; and, after his Death . 
66 2 few ſeaſonable Preſents aàmongſt his 
ce « bi Crowns, with all the: Treaſures of 
<< the Indies: and then the World is u 
« own.” 323 
This was the Subſtance'of what was then 
ſaid by Monſieur Colbert. The King was obe 
ſerved to ok guns and. talks Ge one * 
Days after, but he was not at all be 
with the Liberty of his Miniſter. He kne 
the Value of the Man, and ſoon after. 
him Su t, or chief Director, of "> 
Trade and Manufactures, throug hout all his, 
Dominions. The hate Cardinal for a 
long Time, punctually adher d to this Syſtem 
of N and lived fo & the nana fects 


(17) 1 
of it: A vaſt Acceſſion of Wealth and 
Power to the French Nation. 

+I was willing the Reader ſhou'd know the 
he of ſo great a Man as Secretary Cul- 
vert, relating to the Dutch, and to the great 
Difficulty France muſt unavoidably encoun- 
ter; Whenever ſhe attempts to conquer and 
enſlave them. From thence alſo it undeniably 
_ appears, that the general Sentiments of the 
., relating to this wife Nation, are ri- 
dienlous and abſurd. Don't we every where 
hear them as a weak imprudent 
trifling Pe a People influenced by no- 
thing but S Dread of the mighty Power of 
Hr, ready to ſubmit and give up all, 
when the haughty Monarch demands it ? 
_ And, further, is it not urged, that we are 
bound, by out own immediate Intereſt, and 
for our own Safety, to ſecure their Frontiers at 
a Hnſtrous of Blood and Treaſure, 
andaltho' they obſtinately perſiſt in refuſing to 
tale any Meaſures for their own Safety; or, | 
at leaſt, any that may be efficacious ? | 
This has been the prevailing Syſtem - of | 
Pdliticks” with Numbers of People in En- 
glam of late Years, Yet this Syſtem, and 
the Principles upon which it is Nee muſt a 
appear to every 2 Man, to de as 
inconfiſtent with Truth — the real State of 
be as Tranſubftantiation itſelf, Believe 
e Dutch are no way reſembling the 
Portrait our weak Politicians have drawn of 
them; they are in Truth a rich and power- 


* * 
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ful Nation, ſteddily purſuing the ofly poſi 
ble Means of rendring them more fo. They 
have as implacable an Averſion to Popery” 
Slavery and Arbitrary Power, together 
all the Tricks and Rogueries of the Roms 
Prieſts, as can be. They ate brave and Wife, 
and no People will ſtruggle more to preſerve 
and maintain their Liberties and Properties, 
whenever they ſhall be in any real and 
nent Danger, of which they themſelves 77 
unqueſtionably the beſt Judges. Above 
Years ſince, they raiſed about four Min 
Sterling 2 — fince which Time by 
their vaſt Acceſſion of Wealth, they can — 
ſeven or eight Millions Seding N 
without the leaſt Diſtreſs, 

- habitants in a State of Wealth and 


equal, if not ſuperiour, to an People in 5-4 * 


rope. Three Millions of People, 
within ſo ſmall a Compaſsof Land, as ee 
Millions of Acres, in ſuch oppulent and bappy 
Circumſtances, won't eafily be congueruy _ 
become Slaves. 255 F 

The true Reaſon of the Inactwity el e | 
Dutch, during the preſent War, is not 
much the Pear of France, as the unſpealtable 
Advantages they receive, by the vaſt Inaſe 
of their Trade, their daily Encroachments/ 
on that of England, France, and Sparn, whilſt 
the other Powers at War are groaning under 
the heavy Load of publick Debts, up 
their Trade and Navigation is tly i in 
rupted, ſubjected to high Freights and — 


1 
ſtrous Inſurances, and vaſt Numbers of 


their Sailors are ſtarving and rotting in Pri- 


ſons; I fay, whilſt they are ſuffering theſe 
and other Calamities, that unavoidably at- 

tend a State of War, the Dutch live quite 
at their Eaſe, and, by all poſſible Means 
and Contrivances, are daily extending their 
Traffick, in all the Corners of the habitable 
World. Wou'd it not then be agreeable wich 
the firidteft Ru of Juſtice and Policy, not 
only to permit che French taking their 
Frontiers, but even entering and laying waſte 
their very Dominions? And when this Pays 
pens to be the Cafe, they will preſently 
awake, rouze, and declare War with a 
Vengeance 


obſerves) will be found ſufficient to reduce 
the Power of France, and oblige her to 
live equitable Terms with all her 
Neighbo 


ougbt to be, underſtood by the common 


pear, upon a ſtrict and impartial Inquiry, 
852 


our maintaining. great Armies on the 


Continent, bas a natural Tendency to ſub- 
vert and defeat that common Cauſe it is 
intended to ſuppott; and, alſo, to drain us 
of immenſe Sams of Money, all which are 
totally loſt; to the great Diminution of 
Trade: It being an undoubted Truth, that, 
in all trading Countries, Commerce will 

| ".M decay 


; and their vaſt maritime Force, 
Join'd. to that of Expand, (if honeſtly and 
properly conducted, as Sir William Tempie 


ts : Which is all that is, or at leaſt 


Cauſe. Whereas, on the contrary, it muſt 
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decay or flouriſh, according to the Plenty 

« or Scarcity of Coin or Specie. ths. 
1 am ſenſible, tis not the Buſineſs, of a 
private Man to direct when and how far it 

may be expedient to interfere in the Quar- 
.rels of the Continent. All I wou'd be 
thought to mean is, that our hiring Troops, 
or maintaining great Armies there, ſhou'd 
not be undertaken on every trivial Occaſion. 
This Point ever was and ever will be a Mat - 
ter of the utmoſt Conſequence to this Na- 
tion, as the Increaſe or Decreafe of our 
Wealth and Treaſure, and, conſequently, 
the like Increaſe or Decreaſe of our Trade, 
depends ſo much upon it. 
1 preſume no one will ens to ſay, 
that what I have offer d on this Head is an 
_ unneceſſary Digreſſion. As the Deſign of this 
Treatiſe was the ſuggeſting proper Meaſures 
for the Secutity and Advancement of our 
Trade, ſo it was highly requiſite I ſhould 
take Notice of thoſe Things which had a 
more peculiar Tendency either to impede 
or promote it. . 
1 hope nothing I-bave ſaid will be under- 
ſtood to indicate any particular Diſguſt to the 
Dutch Republick. I ſolemnly declare the 
contrary. J look on it as our beſt and moſt. 
natural Ally, and have as great a Regard for - 
irs Freſervation and Security, as any En- 
gliſb Man can have, or, at leaſt, ought to 
have. Yet I ſhall- always think, that our 
own Safety, and the Security of our Trade, 
wa demand 
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demand our firſt Regard; and that the de- 
fending or recovering the Dutch Frontiers, 
at an immenſe E; of the Blood and 
Treaſure of this Nation, when thoſe more 
immediately intereſted: refuſe to declare o- 
penly, in good earneſt, reciprocally, to aſ- 
ſiſt us with their maritime Force, is a 
Syſtem of Policy, that does not ſeem to be 


calculated for the real Good of this Iſland. 


Had the Hollanders declared openly, and 
engaged in the War, tofss Viribus, their 
vaſt maritime Force, added to ours, muſt 
have brought inevitable Ruin both on 
France and Spain; or at leaſt have reduced 
them to ſuch a Diſtreſs, as wou'd have 
forced them to comply on our own Terms. 
They wou d, in that Caſe, have had neither 
Leiſure nor Inclination,to attempt that moſt 
infamous Project, af fixing an abjur'd Pre- 
tender on the Throne of theſe Realms, The 
vaſt Supply of Men Money and Arms, ex- 
ported from Oſtend and Dunkirk, to aid the 
' unnatural Rebels, 'muſt, a great Part of it, 
have fallen a Prey to the Dutch Men of 
War and Privatcers; whoſe own Intereſt 
wou'd have ' obliged them conſtantly to 
hover both on the Flandrian and Scottiſh 
Coaſt; by which Means, the Rebellion had 
either been entirely prevented, or, if it had 
been undertaken, cou'd. never have proceed- 
ed to ſo dangerous a Height as ix did. 
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I I'll ay no more on this Subject; in r- 
to which I deſire the Concurrence of 
no Perſon, any farther than my Sentimetits 
thereupon appear reaſonable and juſt. This 
is agreeable to true Engliſb Liberty, to per- 
ſuade by Argument, and to uſe no other 
Force, to proſelite any Man to our Of 
nions - 
1 now begin to fear char T ſhall beyoine 
too tedious to your Lordſhipsz and wou'd 
very willingly conclude, bur that I have 
one Thing more to offer, in which the 
Wealth and Trade of this Kingdom is deep- 
ly concern'd, and therefore highly deſerves 
your Lordſhips Attention : I mean, the per- 
nicious Practice of Smuggling; which, for 
a long Train of Years,has been gathering to 
a Head, and, through our ——— Su- 
eſs, now ſeems to hang over us, like an 
[6x pending Cloud, ng one DE 
aſter. 

The neglecting to ſu «fs, or ratio 
urg this wicked Practice, has 
duced ſuch Conſequences, as I dare * 
firſt were never dreamt of. It has not 
interrupted, but almoſt deſtroy d, the 
of the fair Trading. It bas not only sed 
but even ſunk our Revenies, in an aſtoniſh- 
ing Manner. It has net only turn d our la- 
bouring People into Thieves and Vaga- 
bonds, but it Tis (as might well have been 
expected) made them Spies to our Enemies, 

10 Rebels to our Conſtitution; ready on 
any 
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any Opportunity to take up Arms againſt 
their Country, and to facrifice our Reli- 
Sion, Libertics, Peace, and Happineſs to the 
"xyrannical Views of France and Rome. 
That theſe Things are true, is beyond all 
. And yet theſe Miſcreants 
been ſuffer d, Times without Num- 
, to appear openly along the Sea · Coaſts, 
uip'd like Banditti or Invaders, to the 
Diſgrace of all Government, the Sub- 
of legal Authority, defeating of 
uſtice, and the Deſtruction of common 
oneſty. And if theſe Things be ſo, and 
ſa they certainly are, I hope your Lordſhips 
— excuſe the Freedom of the Expreſſion, 
— I fay, that the Duty you owe to your 
| vereign, as well as the Regard of your 


atry, demands, that you fer theſe Mat- 
[renin « proper Lig Light, — thoſe that are 
23 > te Cuardianthip:of our 
throughly appriz'd of the ſcandalous Na- 
— dne Thing, and the miſchievous 
2 put a final Period to it, Their 
Country, their Honour, and their Intereſt. 
tention to this important Point. This hor- 
rid Enormity h Negligence or Connivanee, 
nothing but a eddy Reſolution, in the Le- 
giſlative and executive Powers, will be ſyf= 


_ "Liberties and Properties; who, when 
thereof, will unite, as one 

all concur, in demanding their ſtricteſt At» 
is grown to ſuch an audacious Height, that 

ficient to give it the finiſhing Stroke, w_ 


( 134 ) 
be the Intereſt of all trading Countries (as 
it moſt aſſuredly is) not to ſuffer the Ex- 
portation of their Corn, for conſumab 
Commodities, it is abundantly more ſo, td 
prevent ſuch Commodities from being 
ſmuggled in upon us, by our avowed 
mies, as have a manifeſt Tendency to vitiate 
and corrupt our People, and for which they 
take none of our Manufactures in Return; 
only our Coin, and, what is ſtill more va. 
luable, Our Mooll. N . i I», Di 
It was formerly my Lot to travel much on 
the Sea Coaſt, and particularly that of Kei 
and Suſſex; where, in converſing with diffe- 
rent ſorts of People, I have heard a great deal 
of this Matter; and, by what has occurred 
to me on theſe Occaſions] am ſtrongly per- 
ſuaded, that this Buſineſs of Smuggling is 
abundantly more conſiderable than is gene- 
rally imagined, and ſo, of far greater Hetri - o 
ment to the Kingdom than is commonly 
ſuſpected. About twelve Months ſinge, in 
one Week,; arrived at Bologne in France, 


from Kent and Suſſex ;, three ſmall ſmuggling», 
Veſſels, about thirty Tuns each; one of 
which, to my certain Knowledge, carried 
oyer twelve hundred Pounds in Specie, and 


I have good Reaſon to believe the other 
two Spe had not a Penny Ns in ch = J 
them. 5 n BB 12.22 

I am no Smuggler, nor ever was in tha 
leaſt concerned that Way. I doubt not but 


wy of theſe Neſts of Villains are — 
over 
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yer frequently with no leſs Sums; befides 
which there are no ſmall Number of Boats, 
from fifteen to twenty Tuns, thar Weekly 
run over with chree or four hundred Pounds 
at a Time. Conſidering the Extent of our 
Coaſt; from the Land's End in Cornwall, 
to the other Extremity on the Southern 
Side, and that more or leſs of this vile Pra- 
. Rice is carried, on almoſt in every Town 
and Village thereof, the Miſchief to the 
Nation 2 — appear to be intolera · 
ble, by the of Money of which it 
muſt be thereby. — drain d; all which, 


morcover, is added to the Scale of our in- 


veterate Enemies Wealth, by which they 
are enabled to outweigh us in Opulence and 
Strength. The direct Tendency of this accur- 
ſed. Practice to debauch the Morals of all en- 
ged any how therein, to make them Ene- 
x — our Religion, Laws, and Government, 
is evident from the Nature of the Thing, as 
well as from many Examples of ſeveral Fa- 
milies reſident in thoſe Parts of the Coun- 
try, where it is carried on; who, before 
hay fell into the Way of it, lived in a ſober 
virtuous Manner, ſupporcing themſelves de- 
cently. by an honeft Indu ry, but being 
allured to tis Courſe," all that was commen- 
dable vaniſhed ; inſtead of which ſucceeded 
Riot, Drunkenneſs, Defiance of Authority, 
and all manner of Wickedneſs. One would 
think, the Abhorrence every honeſt Mar 
muſt have of their Employment, * 
O * 


0 736 ) 
and Odium they muſt offer on - 


Contempt 
account thereof, would reſtrain all, _ 1 


maoſt abandoned, from enter i 
and keep even che Worſer, 
thoſe Heights of Impiety and Audarion 
to which they uſually arrive; 1 
the Opportunities, 2 ch the Incentives t 
Villany,” that conti preſent in har 

Way, ſuch an Influence us the amp e? 

one to another, ſuch Temptation 

the Proſpect of Gain, the Flatter ies and C 

reſſes of their French Correſpondents, (when 

they have them on their Side of the Water) 

that the Conſiderations of Ooenſciencs, Ho? 
nour, Love of their Country, or any 4 * 
Praiſe-worthy, are utrerly Deng and alt 
Reflections on the Conſequenees of the . 
Actions, either to themſelves or others ab. 
ſolutely ſtifled. By converſing and tranſick⸗ 
ing with our worſt Enemies, contrack 2 k 
an Enmity to their native Soil, and their Hou "= 
neſt Fellow · Subjects, nay, to dur mot 
gracious Sovereign, and moſt excellent Cn? 
ſtitution: All which they hear often y. * 7 
liked by their French Brethren in 1 . 
But beſides their being inured to Jacobite; 
Principles, and diſpoſed to ſeditious at 

traiterous Practices, the Public 1 uy 
damaged another Way, 1 mean by 
glers furniſhing the Na in a 2 4. F- 
peditious certain ' conſtant Intelligences of 
ort Deſigns and Tranſactions, = « 
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could elſe obtain; which, at ſome Times, 
may be extremely prejudicial to the Na- 
tion. . | . 

I am affur'd by a Gentleman, who was a 
Priſoner of War at Havre de Grace, du- 
ring the Pretender's being here, that Ex- 
preſſes went conſtantly, two or three times 
a Week, from Havre de Grace Dieppe and 
 Bolagne to Paris, with Intelligence, brought 
by dur Smugglers, of the Progreſs of the 
Rebels, the exact Number of Ships of War 
that then lay in the Downs and at Spitbead, 
and their Force, with many other Particu- 
lars, at that Lime of the utmoſt Impor- 


No wonder therefore this Smuggling 
Trade is 10 highly encouraged in France! 
No ſooner did the War break out between 
the two Kingdoms, but our 5mugglers were 
inform'd by their French Correſpondents, 
that, notwithſtanding the Quarrel, his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty had very favourable Diſ- 
poſitions towards them, that their Trade 
might be carried on with the ſame Security 
as in Times of Peace, and that all Com- 
manders of Men of War and Privateers 
ſhou'd be directed, in no Shape to moleſt 
them. And fully to convince the Smugglers 
of che Reality of theſe Aſſurances, Paſ- | 
ports were regularly iſſued and diſtributed 
to them, that they might loſe no Opportu- 
nity of proſecuting the Buſineſs, 

Wo About 
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About twelve Months ſince, a Smugyſiog 
pVegſſel was brought to, on the Coaſt o 


France, by a little Privateer of Bologne ; the 
Captain of the Privateer, perceiving ap 
Miſtake, ordered her to be diſcharged ;* 
a good Number of his Men, being got'6r 
board her, began to make free with the L 
ing, which was Brandy, and drank, waſted, 
and carried off, thirty or forty Gallons of it, 
and, moreover, detain'd the Ship fix or ſeven. 
Hours, About two Days after, the ſame 
Smuggler, in Company with two or three 
more, return'd to Bologne, where they all 
complained to the Merchants they deal 
witn againſt the aboveſaid Privateer; not 
ſo much for drinking and carrying off ſuch 
a'Quantity of Brandy, which they remark'd 
was a meer Trifle, but for the Detention of 
the Veſſel, which was a Matter of the ut- 
moſt Conſequence to the Owner, as thereby 
he was prevented reaching the Engliſih Shore 
on the Night he was expected, and, ſo; very 
narrowly eſcaped a Seizure, The Smugglers 
unanimouſly repreſented, that they muſt in- 
ſtantly drop the Trade, unleſs they could be 
_ effcually ſecured from any Detention or 
Obitruction whatſoever, by the French Pri- 
vateers. This Affair made a great Noiſe at 
Bolegne ; every body condemn'd the Con- 
duct of the Privateer; the Owners them- 
| ſelves, to teſtify their Diſlike, inſtantly dif- 
{ charged the Captain from their Service, 5 
5 — - 2 | 
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the Merchants, on their Parts, gave their 
truſty well · beloved Cuſtomers the ſtrong- 


eſt Aſſurances, that they ſhould never have 
the like'Cauſe of complaining. Twas now 
ſuppoſed this Affair was at an End: But, 
trifling as it may ſeem, it did not eſcape the 
Cogniſance of the Court; for, a few Weeks 
afterwards, an order came from Paris, to 


commit the Captain of the Privateer to 


Priſon; Nor could all the Captain was able 
to alledge in his own Excuſe, or the Inter- 
poſition of all the Friends he could make, 


avail ro prevent its Execution : His Crime 


was deemed of a moſt heinous Nature; it 
aving been fignify'd to all Commanders of 


Men of War and Privateers in . France, 


* that they ſhould not only permit the En- 
«« pliſh Smugglers to paſs unmoleſted, but 
„ alſo' be ready, on all Occaſions, to do 


them any act of Service or Friendſhip“ 


Nay, an Account of the Proceedings 
againſt this Captain, was, by the Govern- 
ments Command, ſent to Saint Malo and 


other Sea Ports, that all Captains, whether 


in the King's Service or that of the Mer- 
chants, might be fully informed of the 
Diſpoſition of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
relating to his good Allies the Engh/h 
Smu N W „ 
During the late War between England 
and France, there were few or no Privateers 
fitted out here; but a great Number of 

| T2 ſmall 


mall ones were equipp d from:Guernſty 


e 4 as. i 1 bet. * * 
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Ferſey, whereby both thoſe Iſlands were 
_ conſiderably enrich'd. It has been ſaid, that, 
during the Courſe of that War, 'one half of 
the Male Inhabitants of theſe two Iſlands 
had been Priſoners in France, by which 
Means they acquir'd an exact Know- 
ledge of the Coaſt, and contracted a nume- 
rous and beneficial Acquaintance there, 
One Branch of Buſineſs they enter d upon 
at the End of the War, was the buying 
| ru Quanrities of Eng/i/b Wobllens, and 

uggling them on the Coaſt of Brifany 

and Normandy, for which they brought 
back French Piſtoles, Crowns, and Half 
Crowns. This Trade was continued for - 
ſome Time, and was like to become very 
conſiderable, for the French Woollen Fa- 
bricks were not then brought ti that Degree 
of Perfection they are now. But at length 
this Affair came to be known at Paris. The 
Miniſtry reſented it greatly, and declared 
they wou'd ſoon put an End to it; as the 
ſmuggling Engliſb bo tents + x 596 them, 
and taking nothing in Exchange but Silver 

and Gold, was a Thing intalerable. Accord- 


ingly, ſome ſevere Laws were inſtantly made, 
to prevent a Practice Which they deemed ſo 
1 But fearing thoſe Laws ſhou'd 
be infufficiem, particular Orders were foon 
after ſent from the Court, to all the Superin- 
tendants on the Coaſts of Normandy and 
i . Britany 


itamy, that whoever ſhou'd be found aids - . 


. ng; or afliſting, in the ſmuggling Engh/b 
Woollens, ſhou d ſuffer very ſevere corporal 
aniſhment, and then be ſent to the Galleys 


mended, tho' they happened to be- againſt 
ourſelyes, put an End to this illicit Traffic, 
within three Months after it came to the 
4 of the French Court. 4 

This Account was affirm'd to me, by ſome 
eminent. Merchants of St. Malo and Ren- 
des, ſeveral Years ſince, when I was at thoſe 


7 * 3 . 
ae like kind: And this, in order to convince 


me,that no Government in the World more 


Life, Theſe vigorous Meaſures, to be com- 


es, together with many other Stories of 


regarded or protected their Trade and Ma- 


dufactures than that of France: And I 
only mention this particular Inſtance here, 
that our great Men, Men of Power and 


Influence, may be excited, by the Example 


of the French, to enter more into the Con- 
Ky com of Trade, and that they may be 


ealth and Honour of this Kingdom can 

be preſery'd and maintain'd. 

If what I have ſaid on the Article of 
uggling be all true, as I verily believe it 

'B, then I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, that 

if our great Men have any real Regard to the 


Honour and Dignity of his Majeſty, if they 


have any Deſign to preſerve and maintain 


that Reverence, that is due to the Legiſlative 
* | Author ity, 


ly convinc'd, that thereby alone, the Glory 


A 4 4 * - ® 7 
IX ” l K 82 
* S 4 
. 
- 


'3 1 — 0 + Www 4 
1 * AS Ty 
„ 
© ERR. 


* A» = 

+ _Y - 
+ 
= 1. Ci 
£5 — 
- Fey 


= - 
Sg * 
= 
a 
» E 
2 


CO oe ! 44] 5 
Y - WY 5 * 9 * . 
be © <> * * " 7 * , 
** - *7'F 8 * þ Is. : 5 * bf £ *. 
PE x7 4 75 a 1 * * 
2 7 * * 
« * * L= 
"ES 2 
. * 
4 


3 1 5 
* * ” * 
* 2 

443 | Fellow-S ies, or, 
- 1 1 * — 
* * = K ” » 
N 2 

* * 

1 


V . 
x "oe 
9 x 


"Ras: ir Ph W — OW ab 1 
Bodies or Souls of my chookundrof {A 
if they have an Rege <3 
to che Welfare and Proſperity of this Kine; 
dom they will all unite, to put a final * th, 
riod, to this' ſcandalous Wicked and eme 
ous: Practice of smuggling > 
I have now gone through what I firſt l 
8 and ha ve only to add, that if 
Notions are wrong, my Intentions howey 
I am ſure, are right; and what I haye CY 
offer d does not proceed from a vain Itch of © 
Writing, but purely from the Love I bear 
my native Country, in whoſe Glory and 
Happinefs I ſhall always delight. And 1 
here moſt ſolemnly declare, that this Tre 
tiſe was not written at the Deſire or Reque 
of any Man, or Body or Party of Men; ſo 
far from it, that it was begun and ended, with- 
out the Deſire, Advice, Knowledge, or Privity 
of any Man living; and I aver, that my 
only Inducement to be at all this Pains and 
Trouble, (amidſt a Variety of other Engage- 
ments) was merely from a ſincere Regard to 
the Welfare and Proſperity of Great Bri- 
tain, the Honour and Dignity of his Ma 
jeſty, the Support of his Government, 'T 
the Stability of the Crown of theſe Realm# 
in his moſt Illuſtrious Family. And tho 
perhaps, I may be thought miſtaken in ſome 
Particula rs, yet I dare ay, few will diſagree 
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with me in the main Foundation, vis. 
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fiſt in improving its Products, Trade, 


« and Manufactures.” 1 ſubmit all to your - 


Lordchips better Judgment, and perſuade 
myſelf, that the Love and Concern, you alſo 
bear your Country, will not permit you, to 


omit any Opportunity of ſerving it, nor 


| 2 you, to overlook any Method of ſo 


doing, that will be of the leaſt Uſe or Be- 


boom tho offer d you by the private Hand 
3 


A- 0 0 > 
My Led, | 
*\" f 
Nur * nnd * 
* * * i 
.and moſt obedient Servant, 
DN; 
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r 
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